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OrSTRTCT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS   TO  WIT. 

Bifttrict  Clerk^s  Offict. 

BE  IT  PEJ^IEMBERED,  that  on  the  tenth  day  of  Sept.  mber,  A.  B. 
1823.  in  the  forty  eighth  Year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  Washington  Chase,  of  the  said  Diblrict,  h  is  deposited  in  this  Office 
the  Title  of  a  Book,  the  Right  whereof  he  claims  as  Proprietor,  io  the  words 
following,  to  wit : — 

A  Voyage  from  the  Uniled  States  to  South  Amrrica.  performed  during  tha 
years  1821.  1822  <^  1823:  embracing  a  Description  of  the  city  of  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, in  Brazil;  of  every  Port  of  Importance  in  C-Jiili  ;  of  several  in  Lower 
Pern;  and  of  an  Eighteen  Months  Cruise  in  a  Nantucket  VVhaleship: — The 
whole  interspersed  with  a  variety  of  Oiiginal  Anecdotes. 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. entitled,  "Aa 
Act  for  the  Encouragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the  C  opies  of  Maps, 
Charts  and  Bonks  to  the  Authors  and  Proprietors  of  such  Copies,  during  the 
Tiroes  therein  mentioned;"  and  also  to  an  Act  entitled.  "An  Act  supplemen- 
tary to  an  Act.  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  Encouragement  of  Learning,  by  se- 
curing the  Copies  of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books,  to  the  Authors  and  Proprietors 
of  such  Copies  during  the  times  therein  mentioned;  and  extending  the  Be- 
Bc6ts  thereof  to  the  Arts  of  Designing,  Engraving  and  Etching  Ilibtoricai. 
and  «iber  Prints.^' 

JNO.  W.  DAVIS,  Ckrk  n/lhe  Dtstrkl  of  JUassachttscUs. 
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The  following  pag;es  were  originally  written  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Antljor's  faiher ;  he  never  would  have  presumed  to  obtrude 
ihem  H|jo!i  the  attention  of  the  Public,  had  not  a  portion  of  them 
received  the  favourable  notice  of  literary  gentlemen  of  this  town, 
and  o<  Nantucktt.  The  Author  is  well  aware  thai  his  production 
is  not  exempt  frond  errors—but  he  can  assert,  thai  if  there  be  such, 
either  in  inference  or  fact,  they  are  unintentional. 

It  will  be  obvious  to  the  Reader,  that  in  the  small  compass  of 
eighty  pages,  it  was  itnpossible  to  ^ive  a  full  and  cotpplete  descrip- 
tion of  the  places  the  Author  visited  ;  he  has  been  compelled  to 
exclude  upwards  of  100  pa2;es  which  he  had  written,  and  which 
probably  might  have  been  found  interesting.  T  compress  as  much 
matter  as  possible  within  the  present  work,  the  R)-ader  will  perceive 
that  the  pages  are  much  longer  an<i  wider  than  is  ordinary  in  octavo. 

For  using  the  singular  pronoun  /,  when  speaking  of  himself,  the 
Author  hopes  that  he  shall  not  be  deetned  guilty  of  egotism  ;  and 
as  it  respects  the  language, and  the  grammatical  construction  of  the 
sentences,  it  is  presumed  it  will  be  sufficient  toobserve,that  the  be^ 
aefit  of  a  liberal  education  was  never  received  by 

THE  AUTHOR. 

Newblryport,  Oct,  22,   1823. 
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SECOND  EDITION 


The  rapid  sale  of  the  First  Edition  of  this  JVork,  cuyisistinc;  oj 
500  copies,  in  Sewhuri/port  and  its  vicinitt^,  has  induced  the  Author 
to  put  it  again  to  i^resi.  It  has  undergone  some  alterations  and 
additions. 


VOYAGE 


TO 


SOUTH  AMERICA. 


It  was  In  the  month  of  May,  1821,  that  I 
leook  my  departure  from  Philadelphia,  in  a  brig  bound  to 
Rio  Janeiro,  the  capital  of  the  Brazils.  There  went  pas- 
sengers in  the  same  vessel,  ray  brother,  a  mili-vvright  by 
profession,  two  block-tin  workers,  a  Daiiish  farmer,  and  a 
German  currier.  We  had  agreed  to  pay  i^40  each  for  our 
passage,  and  to  find  ourselves.  We  had  all  boarded  at  the 
same  house  in  Sassafras  Street,  Philadelphia,  and  we  tliore 
agreed  to  purchase  our  provisions  conjointly,  and  to  mess 
together.  The  stock  we  laid  in,  consisted  of  1  barrel  of 
beef,  1  do.  pork,  21  do.  flour,  biscuit,  tea,  colFee,  sugar, 
some  hams,  a  few  dried  peaches  and  apples,  and  some  Ja- 
maica spirit. 

The  first  occurrence  w^orth  mentioning  which  happened 
to  our  little  party  (only  7  days  out),  was  on  the  Dane's  dis- 
covering that  the  barrel  which  contained  our  beef,  was  near- 
ly destitute  of  brine ;  this  he  remedied,  by  adding  to  v/iiat 
remained,  some  three  or  four  buckets  of  scdt  water  !  The 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  two  dciys  afterwards,  we 
had  to  throw  our  beef  from  whence  he  had  gotten  his 
pickle.  A  fortnight  subsequent  to  this  atTair,  we  held  a  con- 
sultation upon  the  state  of  our  pork ;  the  majority  present 
stating,  that  boiled  or  unboiled,  a  mer>hitic  odour  not  un- 
like that  of  carrion,  escaped  from  it — in  plain  English,  that 
it  was  no  longer  fit  to  be  eaten.  The  result  of  our  con- 
ference was,  that  it  should  follow  the  fate  of  the  beef;  and 
it  was  committed  to  the  ocean.  Of  meat  kind,  we  had  non« 
other  now  left  than  a  few  hams  ;  and  as  we  had  not  seen 
these  since  we  left  the  Delaware  (they  being  stowed  awav 
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below),  wc  thou^lil  it  advisable  to  bave  tbem  on  deck  for 
inspection.  The  hams  were  produced,  and  with  their  pro- 
(iuction  a  discovery  was  made  most  mortifyirio;  to  us,  viz: 
that  some  ol'  them  had  shrunk  away  to  the  hare  bone!  To 
account  lor  this  circiiuistance,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state, 
tliat  jonj^  ere  this,  we  had  observed,  that  in  maxillary  ex- 
j)]()i(s,  the  Dane  exceeded  any  one  oV  us,  and  it  was  now 
shrewdly  suspected,  that  not  content  with  the  enormous 
proportion  he  was  accustomed  t(j  devour  at  our  usual  meals, 
lie  had  exercised  his  talent  upon  these  hams  below,  and 
in  private;  althoui^h  he  iirmly  denied  the  fact,  subsequeiit 
events  rendered  it  probable  that  we  were  rii^ht  in  our  con- 
clusions. This  gentleman's  voracity  carried  him  to  such 
lcn2;ths  at  last,  that  whenever  we  had  a  pie  or  pudding  of 
dried  peaches  or  ap[)lcs,  he  generally  so  manaojed  matters 
as  to  monopolize  one  half;  to  obviate  which  objection, 
it  was  w  isoly  suggested  by  the  German,  that,  for  the  future, 
whenever  f.ucIi  rarities  should  await  us,  my  brother,  with 
his  coiiipassos,  should  strike  them  into  six  equal  portions; 
whi(^h  was  accordingly  done  to  the  no  small  dissatisfaction 
of  our  Danish  companion.  The  remainder  of  our  passage 
had  nothing  remarkable  in  it,  excepting,  that  for  the  last 
three  weeks,  we  lived  without  moat.  We  encountered  but 
few' storms,  but  were  becalmed  considerably  on  the  Line. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ."^Gth  day  from  our  leaving  the 
Capes  of  Delaware,  wc  descried  Cape  Frio,  in  Brazil,  but  a 
short  distance  from  our  intended  port.  Having  a  fair  wind, 
wc  now  squared  away  for  Rio  Janeiro,  with  the  land  on  our 
starboard  liand,  but  a  few  miles  distant.  The  shore  was 
iron-bound,  and  the  country  appeared  to  be  mountainous 
and  well  w^ooded.  VVe  entered  the  harbour  of  Ro  .Janeiro 
(said  to  be  the  most  commodious  in  the  world)  at  7  o'clock 
m  the  evening.  It  was  dark,  and  we  were  hailed  in  En- 
gli-^ih  from  fort  Santos  Crxz,  at  the  enti'ancc  of  the  harbour, 
and  ordered  to  come  to  anchor  just  within  it.  In  the  morn- 
in;!:,  after  the  health  and  custom-house  boats  had  visited  us, 
>ve  made  sail,  and  brought-up  amongst  the  foreign  merchant- 
)non,  at  the  back  of  hla  dos  Cobras  (the  Isle  of  Snakes). 
Notliing  could  exceed  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery  whilst 
sailing  up  this  bay.  The  city  of  Rio  .Tan<iiro,  w'lth  its  mo- 
nasteries, convents,  churches,  forts  and  handsome  suburbs: 
lollv  mountains,  beneath  whose  summits  the   clouds  wer*- 
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eurling;  stupendous  valleys,  lined  with  planter's  houses,  with 
gardens  and  orangeries;  the  deliglitt'ul  villages  scattered 
around  the  maigin  of  the  bay  ;  and  that  bay  itself,  covered 
with  canoes  and  boats,  whilst  the  wharves  were  thronged 
with  merchant  vessels,  presented  an  appearance  but  rarely 
to  be  met  with. 

The  Portuguese  language  is  spoken  in  Brazil,  and  the  re- 
ligion is  Roman  Catholic. 

Rio  Janeiro,  it  is  said,  is  nearly  as  extensive  as  INcw- 
York.  Its  streets,  though  paved,  are  narrow  and  filtli). 
The  buildings  are  diiferciitly  constructed  from  those  of  the 
United  States ;  they  are  principally  of  stone,  3-stories  in 
height,  the  walls  of  which  vary  from  2  to  4  ft.  in  thickness: 
their  roofs  are  tiled.  The  ground  floor  of  the  houses  of 
the  wealthy,  within  the  city,  are  either  occupied  as  stores, 
or  pvlquerias  (places  where  liquor  is  vended),  'or  are  appro- 
priated to  stables  for  horses,  mules,  and  vehicles. 

The  distrustful  and  jealous  character  of  the  Brazilians, 
is  exemplified  as  much  in  their  buildings,  as  in  their  bclui- 
yiour.  The  royal  palace  here,  which  runs  the  whole  lengtli 
of  a  street,  though  very  spacious,  is  by  no  means  an  elegani 
mansion ;  it  is  but  2  stories  in  height,  is  tiled,  and  has  a  largo 
square  in  front  of  it.  The  king's  chapel,  a  short  distance 
from  the  palace,  is  rich  in  gold  and  silver  ornaments  and 
pictures,  but  the  altar  piece  is  but  an  indifferent  perforni- 
ance.  It  is  a  most  imposing  sight  to  witness  mass  in  this 
chapel  in  the  evening.  The  convent  of  St.  Antonio,  said  to 
contain  several  hundred  friars,  and  that  of  St.  Benedict,  im- 
mediately opposite  the  anchorage  of  the  foreign  merchanl- 
Bien,  are  vast  and  handsome  buildings.  There  are  manv 
ether  convents  and  nunneries,  all  of  them  extensive,  but  ton 
numerous  to  notice  particularly.  I  must  not  however  pass 
over  the  Convent  o{  Misirecordos  (mercy).  It  is  a  huge  |)i!c 
of  buildings,  and  is  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  fcaialc 
orphan  and  illegitimate  children.  This  place  is  open  three 
days  in  the  year  to  the  inspection  of  the  citizeii-5-.  and  froni 
among  those  girls  who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturitv. 
the  young  Brazilian  has  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  wife ; 
the  gentleman's  religion  and  character  being  iirst  inquired 
into.  I  understood  that,  at  their  marriage,  the  young  ladief< 
were  generally  presented  with  from  1  to  200  wil  reijs  (a 
mil  rev  is  nearly  a  dollar  and  a  quarter)  out  of  the  funds  ot! 
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llie  ronvcrit.  It  is  not  uiiCA)iiii!i(!n  for  Portuguese  and  Bra:- 
zilian  gentlemen,  rihoat  making  a  journey,  to  cause  their 
wives  and  d:;ui'Jilf'is  to  Ikj  doj)osited  in  this  convent  for 
saiV:  kc:c|>ir.g  till  ttu  ir  return. 

The  wcrk  of" greatest  iiubhc  utihty  in  Rio  Janeiro,  is  an 
aqiK  ihu-t,  by  ^^  hn  h  the  city  is  siij)))h(d  with  w^ater.  This 
|>rodii;i<  i!s  uridcrtakiiiiJ-  was  begun  and  completed  by  one  of 
tiie  \icc-Rcys  in  the  ICth  century,  I  beheve.  The  water 
that  sup;  lies  it,  is  bn  uj;ht  fi'cm  a  nicuiitain,  at  least  6  miles 
from  tjie  town,  called  ibe  i^arrot's  Head.  The  walk  to  th« 
spring  liiat  supplies  the  aqueduct,  is  much  frequented  by  the 
citizens  of  Rio  Jancfro;  there  was  (>ne  thing  here  however 
which  did  not  exactly  suit  my  ideas  of  cleanliness — it  was  in 
see  nig  negroes,  Indians  and  whites  bcithe  in  the  same  water, 
near  its  source,  v.liich  was  afterwards  to  suj)ply  the  towa 

The  late  kino- ];ad  several  }-alaces  in  and  about  Rio,  but 
tlie  one  in  which  he  principally  resided,  and  the  largest  of 
tliem  all,  is  called  St.  Chiistophers,  and  is  three  miles  out 
of  town.  Two  or  tliree  regiments  of  cavalry  were  quarter- 
ed near  the  palace,  and  tlie  royal  family  seldom  rode 
out  wilhout  a  stron"-  escort.  It  was  disffustinff  to  see  what 
subservient  Jiciririge  the  Brazilians  were  constramed  to  pay 
royalty  wlulst  passing ;  the  common  people  were  wont  to 
fall  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  noblemen  to  alight  from 
iiorseback  and  from  their  carriages,  to  bend  the  knee;  even 
foreigners  were  compelled  to  stand  uncovered  till  their  au» 
oiis^t  majesties  had  i.(orie  by. 

Don.xVIiguc]"^'  (Michael),  the  king  of  Portugal's  second  son, 
and  brother  to  the  reig-.jing  emperor  of  -Brazil,  was  one 
morning  |ilaying  in  the  square  fronting  the  palace  of  St. 
ChiistOjihers,  with  the  son  of  a  Scotch  Architect  employed 
here,  when,  by  seme  means,  a  quarrel  ensued,  and  at  length 
a  light.  The  king,  was,  at  this  time,  on  the  balcony;  and 
nlthoi.'gh  his  attendants  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  go  and 
«ej)arai(;  the  youths,  it  is  said  he  sternly  forbade  them,  ex- 
ciaiming,  "  Now  \\c  shall  see  whether  tlie  son  of  a  king,  or 
of  a  ir;a^jn,  will  come  oil*  victorious.''  The  young  Caledo- 
kian  worsted  his  royal  antagonist,  and  the  king  retired  with 

'i.  B!!U1C. 

'''■  Tliis  is  (ho  frwjif  piiiss^>nf  IMiclianl  wlio,  willi  liit  snnflftakinp  mother,  has 
lr,(»'Iv  Ijfcri  sn  ii!s!riiri'riitui  ii>  overturning;  llie  (Constitutional  (lorcrninent  •f 
Porlnjs',  aii',1  i  st;iUli!-liiri^  a  desnotisn). 
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The  Royal  Barracks,  on  the  road  to  St.  Christophers^ 
are  an  immense  block  of  buildings,  capable  of  containing' 
some  thousand  soldiers.  The  making  of  shoes,  and  other  avo- 
cations, is  carried  on  here,  by  the  inmates,  at  their  leisure 
hours.  Parallel  with  these  barracks,  and  about  a  mile  from 
them,  the  Foreign  residents  have  been  allowed  to  erect  a 
Protestant  place  of  worship,  and  a  minister  of  the  Church 
6f  England  officiates.  I  was,  more  than  once,  at  the  burial 
of  a  foreigner  at  this  place,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  see  with 
what  order  and  decorum  it  was  conducted,  amidst  a  people 
who  detest  protestantism.  There  was  also  a  small  meeting 
house  within  the  city* 

Rio  Janeiro,  can  boast,  among  its  ornaments,  of  an  ele- 
gant, though  small.  Botanic  Garden.  Its  wide  gravelled 
walks  are  finely  shaded  by  rows  of  fruit,  and  other  trees, 
and  embellished  with  tropical  flowers.  The  most  common 
among  the  first,  are  those  of  the  orange,  lemon,  fig,  and  pome- 
granate. There  is  a  handsome  little  fountain  at  the  bottom 
of  the  garden,  and  in  the  evening  numbers  of  people  are  to 
be  seen  walking  here,  or  reposing  under  the  trees. 

It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  that,  about  ten  miles  out 
of  Rio  Janeiro,  the  late  king  had  a  large  garden,  exclusively, 
J  believe,  appropriated  to  the  raising  of  Tea  ;  ten  or  twelve 
Chinese  Gaideners  resided  here,  and  the  article  was  raised  in 
abundance :  the  site  of  the  garden  was  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  sea. 

The  Opera-House  of  Rio,  standing  in  a  noble  square,  is  a 
large  and  handsome  structure.  The  dramatists  were  nearly 
all  from  Italy ;  and,  although  the  music  was  excellent,  the 
performances  were  but  little  above  mediocrity. 

A  short  distance  from  the  Opera,  stood  an  immense 
wooden  building,  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Bull- 
Fights — that  disgrace  to  civilization.  Like  the  Roman  am- 
phitheatre, it  was  circular,  and  not  roofed  in.  It  had  three 
gateways  to  it,  for  the  admission  of  the  bulls  and  of  the 
horsemen.  The  royal  box,  a  few  feet  above  the  arena,  was 
most  superbly  adorned,  and  immediately  over  the  entrance, 
the  arms  of  Portugal  were  emblazoned.  The  interior  of 
the  theatre  was  well  painted,  and  presented  a  neat  ap- 
pearance. I  was  present  at  one  of  the  Bull-Fights,here  ex- 
hibited, upon  the  festival  of  a  Catholic  Saint.  The  seats, 
though  capable  of  containing  upwards  of  4.00Q  people,  WJ'iif) 
A 
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»oon  filled;  and  tliosc  of  the  upper  range,  entirely  occupied 
by  ladies!  Bands  of  music  entertained  the  audience  between 
the  defeat  of  one  bull,  and  the  bringing  in  of  another.  I. 
shall  not  attempt  to  describe  this  very  inhuman  exhibition — 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  bulls  are  fought  by  men,  on  horse- 
back, and  on  foot;  that  they  arc  lanced,  and  stabbed;  and 
have  squibs,  and  other  fire-works  (which  are  attached  to 
tthar|>-pointcd  steel),  darted  into  their  sides  and  back,  which 
exploding,  cause  indescribable  agony  to  the  animal ;  who  now 
roars,  and  foams,  and  makes  after  both  man  and  beast,  till 
some  dexterous  fellow,  with  a  sharp  poignard,  plants  it  in  hi« 
back,  and,  at  once,  puts  an  end  to  his  life  and  to  his  torments. 
Throughout  the  wliolc  of  this  bloody  scene,  the  females  are 
seen  waving  their  handkerchiefs,  and  shouting  vivas — a 
sccn«,  than  which,  I  should  not  suppose  there  could  be  one 
more  illy  suited  to  the  femafe  character. 

The  Exchange  of  Janeiro  is  a  very  handsome  building,  of 
Gothic  architecture  ;  it  is  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
Custom-House,  and  close  to  the  bay. 

The  royal  Navy  Yard  is  not  very  extensive ;  the  build- 
ings for  the  artificers,  are  small,  and  the  largest  vessel  they 
liad  on  the  stocks,  when  I  were  there,  was  a  yatcht,  about 
40  tons  burden,  intended  for  the  queen:  one  of  these, splen* 
didly  gilt,  was  lying  at  anchor  off  the  yard;  and  the  men  at- 
tached to  this  vessel,  wore  Turkish  attire. 

The  churches  of  Rio  Janeiro  are  numerous.  They  arege- 
HcraUy  built  of  stone,  and  their  interiors  arc  enriched  Avith 
a  profusion  of  gold  and  silver  prilaments.  Many  of  them 
stand  on  lofty  eminences.  Their  altars  arc  handsomely 
ndorned  with  artificial  fiowers,  with  leaves,  and  with  strips 
of  gold  and  silver  lace.  On  tlic  days  of  festival,  they  are 
very  numerously  attended  by  the  inhabitants;  bands  of  mu- 
sic playing,  with  but  little  intermission,  the  whole  time, 
whilst  numerous  sky-rockets  are  exploding  throughout  the 
day  and  night. 

The  frmerals  of  the  In'gher  classes,  in  this  city,  are  un- 
commonly splendid.  While  in  Rio,  I  was  present  at  the  in- 
terment of  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  in  the  convent  of  St.  Bene- 
dict. It  was  showy  and  solemn.  The  procession  consisted 
of  several  hundred  soldiers  (infantry  and  cavalry),  a  vast 
("oncoursc  of  monks,  friars,  and  priests,  and  a  large  assem- 
Wagc  of  the  nobility.     The  interiincnt  took  place  precisely 
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at  twenty  minutes  past  7  o'clock,  p.  m.  It  was  announced  by 
repeated  yollies  of  musketry,  the  roar  ot  cannon,  the  ringing 
of  bells,  and  the  explosion  of  rockets.  His  body,  superbly 
dregsed,  after  being  lowered  into  the  graye,  was  covered 
with  quick-lime. 

I  also  witnessed  the  burial  of  the  Port-Admiral  of  Rio- 
Janeiro,  an  Irishman.  He  was  interred,  by  torch-light,  in  the 
convent  of  St.  Antonio,  which  was  brilliantly  illuminated, 
upon  the  occasion.  A  band  of  music  was  playmg  at  the  en- 
trance ;  6re-works,  especially  sky-rockets,  were  continually 
exploding,  and  the  spectators  were  conversing,  laughing, 
and  feasting,  as  if  it  were  a  holiday  instead  of  an  interment. 
The  body  being  brought  into  the  centre  of  the  convent,  wax 
candles  were  placed  at  the  head  and  feet,  a  psahn  was 
«haunted  by  the  choristers,  an  ejaculatory  prayer  was  offer- 
ed up  by  a  friar,  the  superior  administered  the  incense,  and 
the  people  dispersed.  The  lights  were  now  extinguished, 
and  only  two  or  three  persons  remained  to  perform  the  last 
rites  to  the  deceased  He  was  buried  in  his  naval  uniform, 
with  his  sword.  Brazilian  females  and  infants,  are  co- 

vered with  flowers  and  dressed  in  their  richest  attire,  at  their 
inteirments.  As  soon  as  the  religious  services  are  performed, 
the  relations  and  others  retire,  and  leave  the  interring  of  the 
body,  which  is  generally  covered  with  lime,  to  negroes. 

Much  has  been  said  respecting  the  immorality  of  the  Bra- 
zilian padres,  or  priests.  My  opportunities  for  ascertain- 
ing the  truth  of  these  reports,  were  limited,  but  I  have 
seen  some  of  them  drink  Port,  at  my  boarding- 
house,  until  they  became  intoxicated.  In  the  houses  of  the 
wealthy,  were  one  of  them  frequently  makes  part  of  the  fa- 
mily, they  are  accustomed  to  play  at  chess,  chequers,  ^c. 
with  the  inmates.  They  lead  a  very  idle  life,  and  from 
their  general  corpulency,  I  should  judge  that  their  viands 
are  savoury,  and  that  they  do  not  exercise  much  self-denial. 

The  religious  processions  in  Rio  Janeiro  exceeded,  in  va-? 
riety  and  grandeur,  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  had  ever  seen  in 
Catholic  countries.  Santos  dias,  or  holidays,  were  continually 
occurring,  and,  as  a  heavy  penalty  awaited  those  foreigners 
who  might  be  working  on  these  occasions,  they  Avere  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  industrious  mechanic. 

The  inhabitants  of  Rio,  generally  speaking,  are  well  at- 
tired.    The  favourite  dress  of  the  gentlemen,,  appeared  to  bf^ 
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a  coat  and  pantaloons  of  black  broad  cloth,  Avith  Asian  boots. 
Many  ol'  them  wore  badges  of  distinction  suspended  to  the 
button  holes  of  their  coat.  The  exterior  garments  of 

the  ladles  were  principally  of  black  silk.  They  do  not  wear 
bonnets,  and  their  hair  is  neatly  bedecked  with  artificial 
flowers,  and  with  ribband.  The  jealousy  of  the  Brazilians 
■with  respect  to  their  females,  is'  such,  that  it  is  an  actual  cm- 
riosity  to  see  a  lady  in  the  streets  of  Rio,  in  the  day  time, 
except  on  holidays.  Very  early  in  the  morning,  one  may 
eaten  a  glimpse  of  them  stealing  to  vespers,  or  late  at  night, 
enveloped  in  their  serge  hoods,  returning  from  the  mass,  or 
the  confession.  The  ladies  are  accustomed  to  eat  their 
meals  apart  from  the  gentlemen,  and  it  would  be  reckoned 
a  singular  honour,  should  a  Brazilian  Introduce  his  dearest 
friend  to  his  wife. 

Two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rio,  are  said  to  be  peo- 
ple of  colour.  Hundreds  of  slaves,  in  tlie  streets,  have 
nothing  more  to  cover  their  nakedness,  than  a  piece  of  cloth 
around  the  waist.  They  take  the  place  of  horses  in  thit 
city,  as  nearly  all  the  burdens,  slung  upon  poles,  are  borne 
to  their  destination  by  those  oppressed  people  ;  and  yet  they 
appear  to  be  happy,  and  as  they  pass  along  the  streets,  arc 
continually  whistling  or  singing  their  own  country  airs. 
Large  groupes  of  them,  of  both  sexes,  assemble  on  Sundays 
in  the  suburbs  of  Rio,  to  sing  and  dance  and  revel.  The 
construction  of  their  musical  instruments,  their  mime  itself, 
and  the  varied  dance  and  gesture  of  these  Africans,  never 
fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  hundreds  of  the  white  inhab- 
itants. Whilst  I  resided  at  Rio,  several  large  ships  came 
in,  filled  with  negroes  ;  a  very  long  street  near  their  anchor- 
age, is  almost  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  sale  of  slaves. 
At  the  vendues,  they  are  exposed  tp  view  from  the  aged  va- 
letudinarian, to  the  little  infant — 

M  Muliog'  and  puling  in  its  nurse^s  arms.'' 

like  so  many  sheep.  The  buyers  examine  their  teeth 
and  every  part  of  their  bodies,  as  if  they  were  purchasino- 
horses.  The  price  of  these  wretched  human  beings 
varied,  as  the  markets  were,  or  were  not  glutted; — 200 
dollars  was  the  average  sum  pakl  for  a  black  woman ;  500 
for  a  man. 

Tn  passing  through  the  streets  of  Rio,  you  are  continually 
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meeting  pairs  of  lazy,  insolent  soldiers;  they  have  always 
their  siderarms  with  them,  and  it  is  their  business  to  inter- 
fere and  prevent  disturbances  in  the  streets ;  but  they  occa- 
sion as  many  as  they  prevent. 

Assassinations  are  very  common  in  the  city.     I  frequent- 
ly saw  dead  bodies  in  the  streets.     It  is  said  that  murder  is 
practised  systematically  here,  as  in  Italy,  and  that  for  a  small 
sum,  one  may  get  his  adversary  consigned  to  the  shades,  by 
the  numerous  and  regular  grades  of  miscreants,  that  are  to 
be  found  in  Rio.     However  this  may  be,  it  is  a  fact  that, 
some  little  time  previous  to  my  leaving  the  city,  the  \vife  ef 
a  gentleman  of  high  distinction  at  court,  was  stabbed  as  she 
was  entering  her  house,  in  the  suburbs,  one  evening.     Her 
death  occasioned  much  excitement  at  Rio,  aod  her  friends, 
instituted  a  strict  enquiry  into  the  affair;  it  resulted  in  the 
apprehension  of  three  ruffians,  who  were  each,  though  not 
alike  implicated.     It  appeared,  on   their  examination,  that 
the  one  who  actually  killed  the  lady,  was  an  understrapper^ 
and  was  paid  but  five  mil-reas  for  the  act ;  his  employer 
was  another  bandit,  who  received  20 ;  and  he  again  was  hi- 
red by  a  third,  who  received  50.     But  the  master-spirit, — 
the   original  designer  of  the  bloody  transaction. — was  a  fe- 
male, a  rival   of  the  murdered  lady's!     It  appeared  that 
the  husband  of  the  deceased,  had  been  for  son^e  tinie  in  the 
habit  of  keeping,  at  one  of  his  country  casas,  a  courtezan, 
formerly  attached  to  the  Opera,  and,  in  one  of  his  moments 
of  dalliance  Avith  her,  had  declared,  that  as  soon  as  his  wife 
died,  he  would  exalt  her  to  her  situation.     Fired  with  ambi- 
tion, the  Cyprian  flew  to  a  bandit,  pointed  out  her  victim, 
and  paid  down   the   purchase-money ;  this  assassin  hired  a 
second  to  commit  the  act,  and  he  a  third.     A  fit  opportunity 
did  not  occur  till  four   months  after  the  bargain  had  been 
struck,  and  the  murderer's  fee  scarcely  amounted  to  seven 

dollars !  

Landing  at  Rio,  my  brother  and  myself  went  to  board  at 
the  house  of  one  Senor  Antonio,  in  Joseph  street.  He 
had  beeti  in  the  British  naval  service  nineteen  years,  aiid, 
although  a  native  of  Portugal,  spoke  good  Enc^lish.  My 
brother  obtained  immediate  employment  with  a  Mr; 
Gover,  an  Englishman.  ^  I  was  not  so  fortunate.  There 
was  but  one  Printing-Oihce  in  the  city*  and  in  it,  b  prcssee 
were  »t  work.     They  printed   a  semi-weeklv  quarco  news- 


14  A    DtSCMFllO.N    OF    'IHK 

paper,  in  EnirUsh  type,  and  ^ve^c  also  engaged  in  printing 
"  Malthus's  l*ulitical  Economy,"  <S:c.  at  the  linie  ot'  ray  visit. 
Neither  compositors  or  pressmen  appeared  to  be  so  good, 
or  so  exjx'ditious  M'orkmon  as  those  ot"  the  United  States. 
They  were  pniicipally  irom  Oporto  and  Lisbon.  Their  types 
were  from  the  foundries  of  New-York  and  London.  A  small 
type  foundry  was  attaclied  to  the  Printing-Ollice,  A  junta, 
(a  body  of  live  men)  presided  over  tliis establishment;  they 
met  every  Saturday,  in  a  building,  adjoining  it,  and  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  get  any  thing  printed,  till  it  had  under- 
gone their  inspection,  and  received  their  signature — no,  not 
even  a  card,  an  advertisement,  a  deatli,  or  a  marriage  !  The 
foreman  told  me,  that  if  I  wanted  employment,  I  must  apply 
to  them,  as  no  person  could  be  hired  or  discharged  without 
thek'  permission.  I  met  the  gentlemen,  stated  my  object, 
and  was  desired  to  call  on  the  ensuing  Saturday.  On  the  day 
appointed,  I  attended,  with  a  [)erson  who  spoke  the  Portu- 
guese fluently.  They  held  a  long  conference  with  him,  and 
linally  concluded  not  to  engage  me,  in  consequence,  as  the 
interpreter  informed  me,  of  my  coming  from  the  U.  States! 
A  short  distance  from  this  printing-office,  there  was  another 
for  the  printing  of  playing  cards.  Forty  journeymen  were 
employed  in  this  building,  and  if  I  had  been  acquainted  with 
this  business,  or  with  that  of  wood-engraving,  I  could  have 
obtained  immediate  employment.  Having  no  farther  hopes 
of  work  at  my  own  profession,  I  turned  my  attention  to  car- 
pentering, and  worked  with  my  brother  at  a  business  to 
v.'hich  1  was  totally  unused,  and  which  I  found  very  distress-. 
:ng  in  this  warm  climate. 

About  three  miles  from  Rio  Janeiro,  one  Senor  Silva  was 
causing  a  Pajjer-Mili  to  be  erected.  My  brother  was  engage 
i3d  to  work  a  forUiight  upon  this  mill,  and  I  accompanied  him. 
Nothing  could  be  more  picturesque  than  the  site  of  this  es* 
tciblishment — which  was  the  only  one  in  the  country.  It 
atood  5t  the  foot  of  a  lofty  mountain;  which  was  clothed 
with  gigantic  trees,  the  branches  of  which  were  throni^ed 
with  monkeys  and  jjarrots.  The  stream  that  supplied 
?be  water-wheel,  rushed  with  prodigious  force  down  the 
inountainN  side,  and  was,  in  no  part,  more  than  five  feet 
widv.  whilst  the  wheel  whicli  it  dcove  wa;*  but  three.  The 
iintiquated  mctliod  of  beating  tlic  rags  to  pulp,  by  means  c^f 
^^amncrs,  v.'a,^;  used  bore,  instead  of  f  be  less-complicated  aj)d 
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ingenioiis  cast-iron  roller  of  the  paper-engines  of  the  United 
Stales.  It  maj  not  be  deemed  irrelevant,  to  relate  an 

anecdote,  which  ocurred  whilst  I  worked  here,  and  as  it 
relates  to  the  present  Emperor  of  Brazil*,  it  may  be  inter- 
esting. I  had  often  heard,  at  the  city,  that  this  gentleman, 
(then  only  plain  Don  Pedro, — Peter,  the  kin^  of  Portugal's 
eldest  son,  and  whom,  it  is  well  known,  married  one  of  the 
Emperor  of  Austria's  daughters,)  lived  upon  very  uncom- 
fortable terms  with  his  wife.  Many  anecdotes  were  in  cir- 
culation respecting  his  amours  with  a  certain  Italian  Inamo- 
rata of  the  Opera-House,  and  also  Avith  some  of  the  Donnas 
attached  to  the  Royal  household.  One  morning,  as  early 
as  7  o'clock,  this  Don  Pedro  drovo  up  to  the  paper-mill,  in 
am  open  barouche-and-four,  attended  by  his  wife  and  child, 
and  one  footman  only  :  he  drove  himself.  They  came  with 
the  intention  of  viewing  the  paper  mill,  and  Senor  Silva 
attended  them.  It  was  amusing  to  sec  the  crouching 
Brazilian  workmen  falling  on  their  knees  to  kiss  the 
hands  of  their  lord  and  her  ladyship,  as  they  entered.  Polite- 
ness induced  me  to  take  off  my  hat.  My  brother  was  at  this 
time  cogging  a  wheel,  and  Don  Pedro  appeared  to  view  it, 
as  did  his  lady,  with  peculiar  interest.  He  had  some- 
thing very  noble  in  his  manner,  and  his  eyes  appeared  full  of 
vivacity.  The  countenance  of  the  lady,  though  pale,  Avas 
more  than  usually  interesting,  and  I  thought  I  could 
discern  that  she  was  not  so  happy  as  she  might  have  been. 
Their  dresses  had  nothing  to  distinguish  them  from  genteel 
citizens,  but  the  infant,  which  she  carried  in  her  arms,  was 
most  richly  attired.  Adjoining  to  the  room  in  which  we 
wrought,  though  separated  by  a  thick  wall,  the  stampers, 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  were  set  at  work.  To  those  w  ho 
are  unacquainted  with  paper-mills,  it  is  necessary  to  say,  that 
whilst  in  operation,  they  make  an  astounding  clamor.  After 
going  to  view  these  stampers,  Don  Pedro  returned  to  carr\ 
his  lady,  but  she  appeared  to  be  so  frightened  at  the  noise, 
that  she  had  no  inclination  to  become  a  spectatress.  En- 
treating her  for  some  time,  he  went  back  apparently 
mortified ;  he  however  soon  returned,  and  again  attempted 
to  persuade  her  to  accompany  him  ;  but  in  vain.     His  face 

*  It  must  be  familiar,  no  doubt,  to  llie  Reader,  ihnt,  aflcr  tlie  depari'ire  of 
the  tate  king-,  from  Rio  J.ineiro,  for  P  jrtug-a)  ;  liis  son,  Don  Pedro,  without 
the  consent  of  his  father,  assumed  tbs  reias  of  gnvt^rpment,  arl  ivn-?  'loclnre'i 
Dinperor  of  Brazil. 
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now  I)(!cauie  ^uiluscd  with  crimson,  and  forcibly  taking  the 
infant  from  licr  arms,  lie  carried  it  into  tlic  room;  and,  in 
;i  few  niinutes,  returning,  lie  once  more  intrcatcd  her  to  fol- 
low him,  and  took  hold  of  hor  hand  with  the  intention  of 
compelling  her;  slie  resisted  with  all  her  might,  and,  at 
length,  caught  hold  of  the  carpenter's  bench;  upon  this,  he 
{;a>  0  her  a  ver^  violent  push,  and  she  would  have  fallen, 
had  not  a  Brazilian  carprntcr  caught  her  in  his  arms.  She 
now  retreated  to  the  mill-door,  and  there  I  saw  the  present 
Empress  of  Brazil  sob  as  if  her  heart  would  break.  Don 
Pedro  soon  after  came  out  from  the  Engine-House,  and  they 
mounted  their  carriage,  and  drove  away. 

Whilst  working  at  this  place,  we  had  to  sleep  in  the  mill; 
and  our  situation,  in  many  other  respects,  was  so  disagree- 
able, that,  although  intreated  by  Mr.  Silva  to  tarry  longer, 
at  the  expiration  of  a  fortnight,  we  went  back  to  the  city. 
Attached  to  this  gentleman's  premises,  was  an  extensive  Ca- 
lico-Printing  Manufactory. 

Returning  to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Govcr,  we  continued 
in  it  for  some  weeks;  until  a  Mr.  Gilmorc,  who  was  building 
a  steam  flour-mill  (the  only  one  in  the  country)  for  a  Swedish 
merchant  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  came  and  engaged  my 
brother  to  go  into  the  interior,  about  forty  miles,  to  erect  a 
baw-mill  for  a  Donna  Marianne.  This  lady  was  of  one  of 
the  first  families  in  the  country.  She  possessed  two  immense 
plantations  of  the  sugar-cane  and  of  colFee ;  on  each  of 
which  she  employed  5  or  600  negro  slaves.  On  one  of  these,, 
Called  Palmares,  it  was  intended  to  erect  the  mill. 

We  journeyed  up  on  mules;  and  as  it  was  on  the  mine- 
road  to  Villa  Rica,  we  were  continually  passing  large  droves 
of  thc:ic  animals,  travelling  to  the  city  with  the  produce  of 
the  intciior.  The  miners,  like  the  Chilians,  wore  the  pon- 
cho, with  white,  broad-brimmed,  felt  hats  :  each  of  these 
men  carried  a  knife  in  a  sheath  behind  them,  and 
were  frequently  armed  with  musket  or  pistol.  The  law  not 
permitting  these  miners,  nor  in  fact  any  one,  to  carry  a  knife 
nbout  them,  within  the  city,  they  leave  them  at  a  tavern, 
near  the  king's  country  palace,  previous  to  their  entering 
Rio.  These  mules  often  travel  to  the  mine  districts  of  Villa 
Rica,  some  three  hundred  njiles  above  the  city.  They  carry 
up  with  them  agricultural  and  mining  imj>lcments,  cop- 
pnr  iiff>nsi!s.  b?r  iron,  various  articles  of  clothing,   muskets. 
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and  cutler  J.  In  consequence  of  tJie  Immense  traffic  upon  this 
road,  it  is  well  stocked  with  taverns ;  in  front  of  many  of 
which,  during  our  journey,  we  saw  jjarties  of  tlie  miners^ 
squatting  on  the  grass,  playing  at  cards;  and  silver  and  gold, 
appeared  to  be  pretty  plentiful  among  them.  The  country 
through  which  we  passed,  was  very  pleasant ;  and  the  hills 
and  vallies,  were  studded  with  planter's  houses,  enveloped 
in  oran^-cries. 

Palmares,  is  a  perfect  Elysium.  It  is  situated  m  a  vast 
valley,  and  is  completely  surrounded  with  groves  of  orange, 
lemon,  coffee  and  cotton  trees,  and  with  cane  brake.  On 
the  estate  was  a  large  sugar  house ;  a  blacksmith's  shop ; 
numberless  quartering-houses  for  the  negro  slaves;  and  a 
handsome  mansion  for  the  occasional  visits  of  the  Donna. 
The  machinery  for  breaking  the  cane  went  hy  water,  and 
was  constructed  by  the  mine-miUwrights  of  Villa  Rica. 

Monkeys  were  abundant  in  the  woods  around  Palmares, 
as  well  as  birds  and  snakes.  ^  Of  birds,  it  was  a  common 
remark,  that  (like  the  Hindostanee  Peacock),  those  of  the 
most  elegant  plumage,  were  no  songsters — and,  of  snakes, 
that  the  bite  of  those  was  the  most  dangerous,  which  in  ap- 
pearance, were  the  most  beautiful.  Wild  bees  were  com- 
mon in  the  woods,  with  myriads  of  emmets. ,  Insects,  of 
every  hue,  and  size,  and  shape,  were  flitting  about  in  the 
plantations:  several  French,  Italians,  and  English,  gain  a 
comfortable  subsistence  by  taking  these.  They  catch  them 
in  nets  of  silk,  attached  to  poles,  and  secure  them,  for  the 
time  being,  by  thrusting  pins  through  their  bodies  and  stick- 
ing them  on  their  hats.  Boxes  of  these  insects  are  despatch- 
ed from  Rio  Janeiro  to  the  United  States,  and  to  Europe 
I  was  told  that  some  of  these  boxes  would  sell  for  twenty 
pounds  sterling,  in  London.  There  are  some  hundred  spe- 
cies of  insects  in  the  Brazils. 

Three  miles  from  Palmares,  stands  the  town  of  Santos 
Cruz:  the  late  king  had  a  neat  palace  at  this  place.  A 
short  distance  from  the^town, -on  the  road  to  Villa  Rica,  is  a 
bridge  ;  and  all  persons,  travelling  to  the  mine-districts, 
have  here  to  produce  their  passports  from  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  before  they  are  allowed  to  journey  on. 

We  wrought  for  some  time  in  the  delighti'ul  vale  of  PaU 
mares,  wiien  an  unlooked-for  accident,  beyond  our  control, 
put  a  stop  to  the  pro<;re?sing  oi"  tho  saw-mill^  and  au  end  tf) 
B 
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our  engagement  with  the  Donna  Marianne.  Lcuring  it,  wti 
icturncd  to  the  cniplnjnicnt  of  iMi'.  Cover,  arid  r^.cc  more 
hoarded  Avith  Sciior  Antonio.  Although  we  j^iid  him  $4  per 
week,  each,  lor  our  hoard,  it  was,  hy  no  nieons  so  good  as 
could  have  hecn  oijtaincd  in  New-England,  for  S- :  the  me- 
thod of  cooking  was  entirely  dissimilar.  We  wer."  compelled 
to  drink  our  tea  without  milk,  whilst  the  sugar  which  wr*  used, 
was  frequently  filled  with  ants;  as  was  the  bread,  hiUter, 
and  souj)s,  with  these  or  other  vermin,  as  soon  as  brouglit  to 
table;  then  our  repose  at  night  (if  r<?po5c  it  might  be  call- 
ed), was  c/Dntinually  interrupted  hy  the  heat,  or  by  insects*. 
I  can  truly  say,  that  I  did  not  enjoy  one  refreshing  and  un- 
disturbed night's  slumber,  whilst  I  was  in  this  country.  In  the 
■wiNTEii  months,  the  climate  was  so  sultry,  that  the  bare  act 
of  putting  on  my  clothes,  frerjuentl>  put  me  into  a  profuse 

f)erspiration;  and  how^  eiifcehled  I  felt,  whilst  plnneirg  the 
lard  woods  of  Brazil,  at  mid-day,  is  easier  imagined,  than 
described.  If  the  sun,  whilst  in  Capricorn,  was  so  disagree- 
ably intense,  what  must  it  have  been  in  summer?  I  thank 
my  lucky  stars,  and  the  frigate  Constellation,  that  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  by  experience. 

The  beef  of  Rio,  is  lean  and  tasteless.  The  animals 
being  driven  from  the  provinces  of  Rio  Grande  and  St.  Paul, 
some  hundred  miles  from  the  city,  arrive  here  completely 
emaciated;  they  fire  all  purchased  by  government,  and  are 
sacrificed  at  one  slaughter  house  ;  from  which  monopoly, 
they  derive  an  immense  profit.  Hcgs,  after  bemg  killed, 
have  the  hair  scorched,  instead  of  being  scalded,  ofl"  of 
tlicm:   the  meat  by  this  means,  will  keep  longer. 

Clothes,  of  every  kind,  are  as  cheap  in  Janeiro  as  at  New 
York;  wine  of  Oporto,  but  25  cents  per  bottle;  and  for  a 
rhigt-un  (something  more  than  2\  cents-),  one  may  purchase 
15  oranges.  Brazil  has   many  rich  mines   of  gold,  of 

«ilver,  and  of  precious  stones  ;  especially  diamonds.  This 
country  also  abounds  in  valuable  woods;  I  believe  there  aro 
upwards  of  150  species. 

After  remaining  at  Janeiro  upwawls  of  3  months,  and  be- 
coming heartily  sick  of  it,  and  the  U,  S.  frigate  Constellation, 
being  about  to  sail  from  this  port  for  Valparaiso,  in  Chili,  I 

*  All  ineecf.  kno\vn  by  the  namo  of  jiq;g'cr.  is  very  common  at  Rio  Janeiro. 
They  in«iert  themselves  into  ihe  skin  of  Ihe  foo-t.  1  came  n«ar  losing  (wo  o.* 
tljree  of  my  toes  hy  them. 
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^applied  to  the  commander,  C.  W.  Ridgely,  Esq.  for  a  pas- 
sage ;  and  some  four  days  alter,  myself  and  brother  went 
on  board.  I  Avas  placed  in  the  Carpenter's  Yeoman's  store- 
room, whilst  my  brother  joined  the  carpenter's  gang. 

Havins:  never  sailed  in  a  frigate  before,  every  thing  I  saw 
appeared  strange.  She  was  a  fine  vessel,  and  carried  (if  my 
memory  serves  me),  7  lieutenants,  25  midshipmen,  50  guns, 
and  upwards  of  300  men.  We  slept  in  hammocks  ;  and 
turned  out  every  morning,  at  4  o'clock,  by  beat  of  drum. 
At  8  o'clock  at  night,  hammocks  were  piped  down,  and  one 
■\vatch  turned  in.  Our  living  was  very  good  ;  we  were  di- 
vided into  messes  of  10  men,  and  each  mess,  beside  the  regu- 
lar rations  of  beef,  pork,  and  bread,  were  allowed  two  plumb- 
puddin;}^?  per  week,  with  a  sufficiency  of  pickles.  At  6  o'- 
clock, in  the  evening,  we  had  partial  quarters,  when  every 
soul  in  the  ship  had  to  be  at  his  station  at  the  guns  or  else- 
where, and  go  through  the  manoeuvres  of  combatting  an  ene- 
jnv  ;  <'ind  each  sunday,  we  had  general  quarters,  when,  after 
performing  erery  evolution  necessary  in  battle,  the  crew 
mustered  on  the  quarter-deck  to  have  the  cleanliness  of  their 
clothes  and  persons  inspected  by  the  commander.  One 
would  have  been  delighted  with  the  appearance  of  the  ship's 
rigg'ng,  the  whiteness  of  her  decks,  brightness  of  her  guns, 
and  arrangement  of  her  crew.  Our  passage  was  but  two 
montiis  to  Valparaiso.  How  safe  and  certain  is  a  voyage  in 
a  man-of-war  !  The  very  morning  of  the  day  that  we  made 
the  Falkland  Isles,  we  were  told,  that,  at  4  o'clock,  a.m.  we 
should  see  them;  and,  at  that  hour,  the  cry  from  the  mast- 
head, was — "  Land  O!"  So  in  the  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  we  descried  the  land  of  Chili,  we  heard  that  we  should 
scs  it  before  10  o'clock;  at  8,  the  fog  in  which  we  had  been 
enveloped,  dispersed,  and  lo !  what  a  wondrous  sight  appear- 
ed! The  vast  range  of  the  Andes!  The  white  clouds 
curling  round  their  bases — their  summits  far  exceeding,  in 
height,  any  thing  I  had  ever  before  witnessed  !  The  snow 
resting  on  these,  while  the  sun's  rays  covered  the  whol<f 
with  gold,  created  such  sensations  as  I  can  never  forget. 

Our  passage  round  the  Horn,  although  temi/cstuous,  v.'as, 

upon  the  whole,  a  favourable  one  ;  and,  if  I  had  not  suffered 

Irom  jiggers  in  my  toes,  which  nothing  but  the   cold  could 

\ill,  I  should'  have  been  very  happy.  When  we  made  the  land 

^f  Chili,  we  were  to   windward  of  oui'  port  40  miles:  we 
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squai-fd  away,  and  at  3  o'clock,  r.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  the 
liaij  of  Valpanuso.  Tlicre  were  nearly  one  liuiidrcd  ves- 
sels lyinj^  here,  among  which  were  a  British  frigate  ^ancj 
si  oo  I  HO  I- war.  » 

Valpaumso  runs  m  one  continued  street  around  the  mar- 
gin ol'  its  bay,  whose  waters  are  so  bold,  that  the  shipj)ing 
i'reqiienlly  ho  at  anchor  within  200  yards  oi"  the  shoic, 
"whi.-h  IS  destitute  of  docks  or  wharves.  Tlic  town  stands 
at  the  foot  of  lofty  liills.  The  south-western  section,  called 
tho  Almendral,  is  [jrincij)ally  occupied  by  Indiana  and  Cho- 
los  ;  the  south-eastern  extremity,  stretches  up  a  valley.  It 
is  ^defended  by  four  forts,  situated  on  commanding  positions. 
The  garrisons  of  these,  consisted  of  about  400  regular  troops. 
They  made  a  despicable  appearance;  being  dressed  in  cot- 
ton trowsers  and  jacket,  with  an  hussar  cap,  and  frequently 
destitute  of  shoes,  but  seldom  without  a  cuchillo.  or  knife  ! 
TV'hich,  la  the  dark,  upon  an  unarmed  or  drunken  man,  they 
know  well  how  to  use.  Negroes  and  whites,  Indians,  Cho- 
los  and  Mestizos*,  old  men  and  boys,  the  very  olf-scouring 
of  society,  compose  the  patriotic  troops  of  Valparaiso. 
Their  pay  being  small,  they  gain  their  subsistence  by  rob- 
bery, extortion,  and  frequently  by  murder  !  Thoy  are  not 
ashamed  to  beg  by  day,  or  to  do  the  meanest  eicts  for  a 
subsistence;  and  they  possess,  withal,  such  a  determined 
hostility  to  strangers,  and  such  an  opinion  of  their  own 
bravery  and  discipline,  as  to  justify  the  dislike  that  foreigners 
feel  for  them,  ancl  the  abhorrence  and  contempt  with  which 
they  arc  spoken  of  and  treated  by  tiieir  own  country-people, 
especially  thejair.  Tlic  soldiers  are  the  same  in  most  parts 
of  this  country.  From  Valdivia  to  Copiapo,  "/o5  ladrones  y 
picaroiies"  (the  rascals  and  thieves),  are  the  common  ex- 
pressions of  the  natives  when  thev  see  a  soldier.  In  the 
absence  of  laws  to  check  their  insolence,  their  ignorance, 
brutality,  cupidity  and  villainy,  excite  them  to  deeds  that 
^hock  humanity.  It  is  unsafe  to  walk  the  streets  by  night  ; 
t^iey  will  take  the  clothes  from  one's  back,  if  they  see  an 
opportunity  ;  and  should  they  find  foreigners  assembled  at  a 
tavern  in  the  evening,  tliey  will  do  their  utmost  to  disturb 
their  comfort,  to  excite  a  quarrel,  and  to  shed  blood.    They 

The  J/f.v</co5  sprinjj  from  the  tnixt'ire  of  (ho  white  and  Indinn  ;  and  the 
Chidos  from  the  comiricice  of  the  Indians  and  Alesli/os;  ihe  latter  ••  are  said 
(osur[ins:3  a^i  other  rlasseh  ia  bodiij'  strenjl'i,  activifj,  aod  in  nalive  geoii"?.'* 
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take  the  lead  in  pulquerias  (grog  shops),  and  at  the  fan- 
dangos (dance  liouses) ;  and  strangers  must  look  to  it  they 
do  not  thwart  them. 

Valparaiso  is  not  very  extensive;  I  presume  it  ttoes  not 
contain,  including  Indians,  8,000  people.  The  Governor's 
House  is  the  largest  in  the  town  :  it  is  but  3  stories  in  height, 
is  built  of  stone,  and  has  its  exterior  whitewashed.  A  guard 
of  20  soldiers  are  attached  to  this  mansion,  and  it  adjoins  the 
fort  in  the  market-place.  The  Custom-House  fronts  the 
landing-place :  it  is  of  great  length,  is  but  of  1  story  in 
height,  and  resembles  an  American  barn  much  more  -than 
the  building  it  is  intended  for.  The  Navy- Yard  is  calculated 
for  the  building  of  boats  only.  The  only  improvement  on  it 
is  a  shed  about  40  feet  long,  by  17  wide.  Five  or  six  car- 
penters, and  as  many  labourers  are  employed  in  it.  The 
Calabozos  (prison),  built  of  stone,  is  nearly  as  large  as  Boston 
jail;  yet,  although  murderers,  thieves,  vermin  and  disease, 
are  its  constant  inmates,  I  never  heard  of  the  incarceration 
of  one  for  debt  !  A  small  guard  of  soldiers  attend  here,  and 
a  bribe  will  often  set  a  prisoner  at  liberty,  no  matter  what 
his  crime. 

The  streets  of  Valparaiso  are  narrow,  and  are  paved  with 
flag-stones.  The  houses  are  principally  of  1  story:  the 
town  being  subject  to  earthquakes.  The  houses  are  built  of 
bricks,  2  feet  long  by  1  wide,  baked  in  the  sun!  Their  roofs 
are  either  tiled,  or  thatched  with  straw.  The  wood-work 
of  these  dwellings,  though  strong,  is  of  clumsy  manufacture. 
In  lieu  of  windows,  they  use  lattice  shutters  ;  and  panes  of 
glass  are  very  uncommon.  The  floor  of  the  houses  belong- 
'ing  to  the  lower  classes,  are  neither  paved,  or  boarded,  nor 
has  the  house  a  chimney.  The  fire  that  warms  the  room  is 
of  charcoal,  and  stands  in  the  centre  of  it,  in  a  copper-bowl, 
which  has  three  legs ;  that  used  for  cooking,  is  generally  kept 
in  a  back-room,  apart  from  the  dwelling.  O.oposite  the  door 
of  the  house,  and  tfie  whole  length  of  the  room,  with  a  cor- 
respondent widtli,  there  is  a  raised  place  on  the  floor,  which 
is  covered  witli  a  carpet,  or  witli  mats;  it  is  on  this  raised 
place  that  the  females  of  the  house  squat  to  work,  or  to  re- 
ceive their  visitors.  Tables  and  chairs  are  seldom  found 
in  the  houses  of  the  indigent.  A  few  pictures  of  Saints  adorn- 
ing the  naked  walls ;  two  or  three  chests  of  hull-hide,  con- 
taining their  wardrobe;  a  silver maitc-pot,  with  3  legs ;  some 
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few  rcliijioii-;  b>oks;  a  woorlcn  crucifix;  a  larirc  f<U>!ic  jni', 
which  contains  the  driiikiuii;  uitcr,  and  the  gourd-shell  that 
convoys  it  to  the  niuutlu  is  a  laitlilu!  inventory  oi"  the  arti- 
cles in  laese  Chilian  hahilaliaii>».  In  a  siniill  apartment  ad- 
joining the  sitting-room,  a  lew  boards  arc  tacked  together 
ibr  the  resting  place  of  (!ie  parents;  whil^^t  the  children 
huddle  on  the  lloor,  witli  a  m\t  under  them,  and  a  rng 
above  them,  to  screen  them  I'roiu  flie  wind  and  from  the 
rain;  tlit  former  cieeping  through  crannies  in  the  wall,  the 
latter  through  crevices  in  the  roof. 

Tlie  huts,  of  one  apartment  only,  in  Avhich  the  Indians  ve- 
getate, are  extremely  wretched.  The  sides  and  roof  of 
these,  are  thatched  with  a  iew  poor  Hags  or  grass,  that 
aftbrd  but  little  shelter  from  the  elcmetjis.  One  or  two 
mats  on  the  lloor,  serve  for  their  bed:?,  and  sheep-skins  cover 
them:  they  always  lie  in  their  clothes.  These  dwellings 
abound  in  vermin.  Apart  from  the  house,  is  an  oven  for 
])aking,  and  near  it,  holes  in  the  ground  '■crve  as  fire-places 
for  the  cai-thern  pots  in  which  tliey  boil  and  stew.  High- 
seasoned  sou j)s,  stews,  and  boiled  beans,  constitutes  the  prin- 
cipal living  of  the  poorer  classes  of  this  countrv.  Tliev  use 
neither  tahie-clotli,  plate,  er  fork  in  eating;  their  cookery 
is  not  the  cleanliest,  nor  are  their  viands  the  most  savoury. 

The  churches  of  Valparaiso  arc  six  ;  they  are  large,  and 
are  built  of  stone.  Wooden  imaoes  of  saints,  and  sold  and 
{Silver  crucifixes  and  candlesticks,  are  abundant  within  tiiem. 
The  Chilians  are  much  attached  to  the  Romish  religion, 
and  they  do  not,  I  presume,  tolei-ate  any  other.  A  Protest- 
ant must  renounce  his  persuasion  previous  to  marrying  a 
Catholic,  and  the  latter  ceremony,  at  Valparaiso,  will  cost 
12  dollars.  Tiic  churcljcs  are  always  open,  and  one  may, 
bvday  or  by  night,  pay  his  devoii's  to  any  saint  in  the  ca- 
lendar. The  superstition  of  the  people,  is  only  equalled  by 
the  ignorance  and  uickedness  ol' the  |)riests;  and  I  presume 
if  they  cannot  boast  of  the  number  of  souls  converted,  tiiey 
far  sur])ass  all  others  in  the  number  of  ieraales  seduced. 
The  luckless  Chilian  girl  has  often  to  undergo  a  private 
clcsetting  with  a  padre -ca'  ])riest,  to  confess  her  sins,  and 
frequently  to  commit  more,  bv  surrendering  her  person  to 
ihcfce  lilthy  hvpocritcs  t»  obtain  absolvcnce  for  the  past, 
i\nd  this  again  to  be  washed  away  by  the  sell-same  process. 
J  was  inJ"or:ned  at  Valparaiso,  that  a  girl,  if  she  w;:s  pretty. 
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C>ouKl  seklom  Escape  these  all  devouring  padres;  and  even 
when  wanting  in  beauty,  youth  would  turn  the  scale,  and 
she  would  follow  the  fate  of  the  loveliest. 

One  evening,  when  I  wcot  as  uf=ual  to  visit  a  young  Chi- 
lian female,  named  Clara  Rosa,  who  was  teaching  me  the 
Spanish  language,  1  fancied  her  face  looked  paler  than  usual, 
and  that  she  had  been  weeping.  .  I  found,  by  enquiry,  that, 
at  her  co7if}ssion  to  one  of  these  "  father's  in  God,"  that, 
day,  she  had  avowed  lier  partiality  to  a  Protestant.  After 
the  padre  had.  harangued,  for  a  considerable  time,  about  the* 
damnable  sin  of  esteeming  a  heretic^  and  strengthened  his  arr 
gument  by  attempting  to  take  indecent  liberties  with  her, 
which  she  spiritedly  prevented,  he,  by  way  of  punishment, 
ordered  her  to  repeat  7,000  pater-ncsters  in  one  week. 

These  priests  wear  a  broad-brim  mod  hat,  and  a  long* 
cloak,  of  white  broad-cloth.  The  hair  on  the  crown  of 
their  heads  is  shaved  off,  as  well  as  at  the  back  of  the  neck, 
leaving  a  circle  of  it  round  their  heads  about  2  inches  wide. 

Valparaiso  swarms  with  courtezans,  many  of  whom  arc 
very  young.  I  presume  that  this  may  he  traced  to  the  little 
attention  that  is  paid  by  parents  to  the  education  and  morals 
of  their  female  offspring;  to  the  baseness  of  their  spiritual 
teachers,  who  labour  assiduously  to  lead  the  youthful  astray; 
to  their  being  suffered  to  frequent  the  fandangos  (dance 
house),  for  hours  together,  both  by  day  and  night,  where 
they  get  attached  to  liquor,  and  imbibe  ill-manners;  and 
last,  though  not  least,  to  there  not  being  the  same  scandal  at- 
tached to  the  character  of  a  prostitute  hcrc^  as  in  other 
countries.  Infamy  is  so  far  from  attending  the  mother  of 
an  illegitimate  child,  the  mistress  of  a  gentleman,  or  the 
common  courtezan  of  the  streets,  that  either  are  accounted 
as  eligible  for  servants,  or  for  wives,  as  if  thev  possessed 
their  chastity  uncontaminated,  and  their  manners  and  ideas 
unsullied. 

The  fandangos-houses  here,  are  generally  kept  by  Clil- 
lians  ;  in  these,  persons  of  both  sexes,  the  young  and  the  old, 
tissemble  of  an  evening  for  the  purpose  of  dancing.  Theii* 
method  of  dancing  is  pretty  much  the  same  throughout  Ciii- 
li,  and  often  indecent.  I^ut  two  persons,  one  of  each  sexy 
stand  up  at  a  time.  Their  music  is  the  guitar  and  harp; 
generally  accompanied  by  a  love  song  from  one  of  the 
musiciaB;^.  Liqiiar?,  Cordials  and  Avines,  arc  vended  at  thc-sC' 
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houses,  whirh  arc  very  imnieroiis  at  Valparaiso.  I  have 
known  very  yoiinj^  chckiren  to  play  the  guitar,  and  to  da?icr. 
The  Chilian  youths  rrcquontly  serenade  (heir  diilcincas,  in 
the  dead  oi' night,  alter  tlie  manner  oi  tlie  old  Spaniards; 
but  not  always  for  the  sanie  reason,  as  here  they  can  get 
guflicient  access  to  them. 

The  courtesy  of  the  inhabitnnts  of  Valparaiso  is  extreme; 
and  foreigners,  in  passing  their  houses,  are  generally  invited 
to  enter.  They  will  quit  their  work  to  discourse  with  you, 
and  take  every  pains  to  explain  what  you  may  wi->h  to  aa- 
ccrtam.  If  at  their  meals,  you  will  have  an  invitation  to 
partake  of  their  cheer  :  a  refusal  is  a  certain  affront. 

The  lower  class  of  citizens,  as  well  as  the  soldiery,  are 
much  given  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  what  is  not  theirs, 
especially  the  market  people  ;  nor  do  the  female  part  of  the 
community  disdain  to  peculate.  Many  ladies  of  high  stand- 
ing here,  are  so  given  to  purloining,  that,  when  invited  on 
board  of  ships  in  the  harbour,  the  steward  has  his  orders  to 
keep  a  sharp  look-out  that  they  do  not  make  free  with  the 
knives  and  forks,  the  table  and  tea-spoons,  and  in  fact  any 
thing  that  is  convenient  to  carry  away. 

The  people  of  Chili  may  be  divided  into  3  grades.  The 
upper  classes  (owners  of  mines  or  extensive  farms)  are  im- 
mensely rich  ;  the  middling  class  consist  of  tradesmen,  and 
small  farmers,  who  gain  a  comfortable  subsistelicc;  the  third 
grade  consist  of  labourers,  soldiers^  Sec.  who  are  miserably 
poor.  That  marked  distinction  that  exists  between  the 
higher  and  lower  classes  in  Europe,  is  not  to  be  found  here. 
Cliilian  politeness  suifcrs  not  the  repulsion  of  the  lowest  of 
tlie  low  from  the  houses  of  the  opulent ;  and  at  the  danc- 
ing and  coireo-houscs,  the  company  and  the  conversation  is 
frequently  general.  Negroes,  mulattoes,  Indians,  and 
whites,  are  upon  an  equality.  The  three  foimer  have 
often  handsome  native  wouien  for  their  wives. 

The  Chilian  gentlemen  dress  much  after  the  same  manner 
as  those  of  Rio  Janeiro.  The  ladies  are  j)rincipalh'  attired 
in  black,  and  they  are  passionately  fond  of  silks.  They  do 
not  wear  bonnets,  and  their  hair  is  neatly  arranged,  and 
adorned  with  artificial  flowers.  Large  ear  rings  of  gold ; 
many  rings  on  the  fingers,  of  both  gold  and  silver;  a  chain 
of  gold  around  the  neck,  to  which  is  suspended  a  cross  of 
silver :  or  a  silk  cord,  to  which  is   attached  a  scapulary,  o'- 
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cross,  of  needle-work,  in  which  they  place  great  faith,  and 
without  which,  no  one  can  be  a  good  Catholic;  tiie  frock  so 
made  as  to  display  a  great  proportion  of  the  neck  and  bo- 
som, as  Avell  as  of  the  legs,  m  consequence  of  its  shortness; 
gilk  stockings  and  morocco  shoes,  complete  the  account  of 
the  exteiior  habiliments  of  the  ladies  of  the  higlier  classes. 
When  they  walk  abroad,  they  throw  a  shawl  of  black  serge 
over  their  heads.  The  Chilian  ladies  are  fantastical  in  the 
diiferent  colours  of  their  gloves,  handkerchiefs,  frocks  oi 
gauze,  and  in  the  slips  of  ribband  that  adorn  their  hair. 

The  women  of  the  lower  class  seldom  wear  any  thing  be- 
side a  chemise  and  petticoat ;  the  former  being  of  coarse 
cotton,  and  the  latter  of  thick  blue  woollen,  manufactured 
in  the  country.  Their  shawls  are  of  various  coloured  woollens, 
and  they  have  a  peculiar  method  of  wearing  them,  either 
in  dancing  or  in  walking.  They  dispense  with  str^cknigs, 
and  frequently  with  shoes.  The  dress  of  the  men  (f 'rmers 
and  others),  consists  of  a  blue  cotton  handkerchief  bound 
tight  round  the  head,  and  over  it  a  straw  hat,  with  a  broad 
brim;  the  scapulary  round  the  neck;  a  coarse  white  cotton 
shirt;  a  blue  do.  jacket,  and  over  it  the  poncho;*  white 
cotton  trowsers,  that  reach  just  below  the  knee,  and  over 
them  breeches  of  blue  woollen  :  they  seldom  wear  stock- 
ings* A  Chilian  yeoman,  in  his  ordinary  dress,  would  be 
deemed  a  curiosity  in  the  New-England  Museum. 

The  complexion  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  some 
shades  darker  than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  U.  States. 
The  Chilian  women  are  generally  short  of  stature,  and  fleslry. 
Lame  and  deformed  persons  are  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and 
I  saw  but  few  people  who  were  marked  with  the  small  pox. 

The  climate  of  this  country  is  delightful ;  it  is  supposed  to 
equal,  if  not  surpass,  any  in  the  world.  "  The  Chilian  spring 
commences  on  the  22a  of  September,  the  summer  in  De- 
cember, the  autumn  in  March,  and  the  winter  in  June.  In 
summer  Reaumur's  thermometer  seldom  rises  above  25  de- 
gree*; and  in  winter  the  rivers  are  never  frozen,"  and  snow 

*  If  you  took  a  blanket,  and  cut  a  hole  in  tbe  centre  of  it,  and  thrust  your 
head  through  that  hole,  you  would  then  have  an  idea  how  the  poncho  sits  upoo 
a  person.  It  was  the  ancient  robe  of  the  Araucanians  (the  Indims  whi>  re- 
side in  the  southern  part  of  this  country),  and  who  used  it  in  preference  to 
the  jacket,  as  It  permits  the  arms  to  be  free.  These  ponchos  v»r«' wove  of 
woollen  and  of  eilk  ;  they  are  of  many  colours,  and  cost  from  5  to  150  dollars 
»  piece. 
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is  but  selilom  iouml  in  the  plains.  Lightning  is  wholly  un- 
known,  and  thunder  is  but  occasionally  heard  at  a  great 
distance  over  the  Andes.*  Much  of  the  soil  is  so  fertile  a< 
to  produce  two  crops  yearly;  and  which,  it  is  said,  will 
yield  100  for  1.  "  Mallows,  trefoil,  plantains,  endive, 
mint,  pimento,  celery,  cresses,  mustard,  fennel,  turnips,  and 
parsnips,  grow  naturally  in  the  iields.  The  Chilians  do  not 
provide  hay  for  their  cattle,  as  the  herbage  never  fails." 

In  the  vicinitv  of  Valparaiso,  fruits  of  most  kinds  thrive 
in  great  perfection  ;  especially  dates,  mulberries,  prunes,  figs, 
olives,  citrons,  pomegranates,  and  pine-apples.  Quinces 
grow  to  an  enormous  size — often  larger  tlian  a  man's  hcadt^ 
and  the  inhabitants  take  but  little  accouni  of  them.  Straw- 
berries frequently  reach  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  are  of 
3  colours,  red,  white  and  yellow.  The  cheapness  of  apples, 
jicars,  phims,  grapes  and  peaches,  would  almost  exceed  be- 
lief. Oxen  arc  plentiful,  as  well  as  poultry ;  3  and  4  cents 
are  given  per  pound  for  meat,  and  20  cents  for  a  hen.  Tur- 
kies,  geese,  ducks,  eggs,  milk,  vegetables  of  every  European 
kind,  and  many  whose  names  I  am  unacquainted  with, abound 
here,  and  are  low-priced.  Among  the  nuts,  the  most  com- 
mon are  the  English  wallnut,  chesnuts,  hazel  and  ground 
nutp,  filberts  and  almonds. 

The  water  of  Valparaiso  is  good,  and  very  abundant,  as 
also  is  bread.  Tea  is  but  partially  used,  as  well  as  coflfee  ; 
in  lieu  of  which,  they  sip  7?ia//c|,  which  has  a  taste  similar 
to  tea,  but  is  much  stronger,  and  very  pleasant.  This  matte 
IS  sipped  out  of  a  three-legged  silver  cup,  through  a  narrow 
tube  of  the  same  metal ;  it  is  passed  round  to  all  the  family, 
and  generally  after  meals.  It  is  over  the  matte-cup  that 
the  Chilian  women  gossip.  Wine  is  plentiful  at  Valparaiso, 
and  but  6  cents  per  bottle  :  of  one  kind  only.  The  Sidra^ 
or  cider,  is  a  pleasant  drink ;  it  is  of  a  reddish  colour,  and 
somewhat  cheaper  than  wine.  Mcstilla  is  a  kind  of  cordial 
for  which  the  ladies  here,  have  a  particular  penchant,  jjgua 
ardientc,  or  ardent  water,  the  principal  spirit  used  in  South 
America,  is  distilled  either  from  wheat,  grapes,  or  the  sugar- 
cane ;  it  is  of  great  strength,  although  not  an  agreeable 
drink,  and  it  costs  but  little. 

The  horses  of  this  country  are  middle-sized,  and  extremely 

♦  See  Molina's  Chili.  t  lb"'- 

\  A  herb  of  Parag^uaj' :  here  worth  four  dollars  per  pound 
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iieet  and  sure  footed;  they  are  very  docile,  and  are  trained 
op  in  a  superior  style.  As  they  are  seldom  used  but  for 
riding,  they  will*  perform  very  long  journies,  and  will  travel, 
at  full  gaillop,  up  the  steepest  hills.  The  hire  of  a  horse  at 
Valparaiso,  is  a  dollar  per  day;  and  they  are  to  be  purchas- 
ed from  SlO  to  30.  The  Chilians  are  excellent  riders,  and 
require'  but  the  great  toe  in  the  stirrup.  Very  young  child- 
ren will  sit  a  horse  going  at  full  gallop,  without  a  saddle,  and 
wifh  only  a  leathern  halter  round  his  neck.  In  lieu  of  a 
saddle,  the  Chilians  use  sheep-skins;  which  are  dyed  of 
elegant  colours.  The  stirrups  are  of  wood,  and  will  fre- 
quently weigh  2  pounds  each.  The  spurs  are  of  silver,  and 
very  large  :  these  have  long  goads.  The  bridle  is  com])Os- 
ed  of  thongs  of  well-braided  hide,  and  the  whip,  resembling 
a  cat-o'-nine-tails,  attached  to  it.  Every  Chilian  carries  a 
laqui  when  riding.  This  is  composed  of  thongs  of  hide,  five 
or  six  fathoms  in  length,  and  at  one  end  a  running  noose.  It 
is  astonishing  with  what  dexterity,  going  at  full  speed,  they 
will  throw  this  noose  around  the  neck  or  lesfs  of  the  animal 
they  wish  to  catch. 

'  Carts  and  waggons  are  not  much  used  in  this  country;  and 
what  few  there  are,  are  so  heavily  and  clumsily  constructed, 
that  it  requires  as  much  strength  to  start  tlie  waggon  as  the 
load.  They,  as  well  as  the  ploughs,  are  drawn  by  oxen,  and 
their  huge  wheels  being  greased  but  seldom,  produce  a 
harsh  grating  noise  ;  yet,  although  this  may  sound  discordant 
to  human  ears,  it  is  music  to  the  bulls,  as  they  will  not  travel 
without  it. 

Mules  here  are  made  use  of  to  carry  the  burdens  of  the 
country ;  they  are  very  abundant,  and  the  distances  they 
traverse,  are  immense.  Many  of  the  Chilian  farmers  own 
from  2  to  300  of  them.  There  are  asses,  but  they  are  not  so 
numerous.  It  is  said  that  the  horses,  oxen  and  sheep  which 
have  been  imported  into  Chili,  have  improved  in  breed;  and 
the  same  observation  will  "ipply  to  many  transferred  fruits, 
flowers  and  vegetables,  which,  in  this  country,  thrive  in 
greater  perfection  than  they  did  in  their  own. 

Valparaiso  teems  with  dogs ;  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  five 
and  six  prowling  round  a  house;  and  wild  dogs  line  the  woods 
and  highways.  It  is  well  they  are  cowardly,  or  they  might 
do  much  mischief ;  yet,  alt'liough  afraid  of  men,  they  have 
been  known  to  attack  horses. 
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Shakes  arc  seldom  iouiid  at  Valparaiso,  and  indeed  thert 
are  hut  i'ew  in  the  country.  Small  lizards  are  seen  movin<^ 
nhont,  or  haskin";  in  the  sun,  hut  they  are  perfectly  harmless. 

Tiic  hirds  ot  Chili  (according  to  Molina),  amount  to  135 
species;  among  which  arc  herons,  kites,  falcons,  blackbirds, 
pigeons,  crows,  partridges,  turtle  doves,  grouse,  wood-peck- 
ers, quails,  owls,  humming  birds,  curlews,  parrots,  swans, 
eagles,  ostriches  and  vultures.  There  is  a  bird  in  Chili  called 
the  Ihcncn,  which  is  said  to  surpass  the  mocking-bird  of 
the  United  States  in  the  variety  of  its  sounds,  and  in  the 
melody  of  its  voice.  The  largest  bird  in  this  country  is  the 
Condor  Minor  of  the  Andes. 

Fish  are  found  in  V  alparaiso  bay  in  prodigious  quantities, 
^nd  indeed  in  every  part  of  the  country  that  I  have  seen. 
Breams,  soles,  king-fish,  cod-fish,  mackerel,  pilchards,  craw- 
fish, crabs,  lobsters,  muscles  and  perri  winkles,  are  but  a  small 
part  of  the  fish  that  are  found  here.  A  species  of  yellow 
eel  called  Congrio,  are  in  much  esteem  in  Chili. 

The  south-easterji  section  of  Valparaiso  (as  before-men- 
tioned), inhabited  principally  by  Indians,  is  called  the  Al- 
mendral.  The  high  road  to  Santiago,  the  metropolis  of 
Chili,  runs  through  it,  as  do  the  greater  part  of  the  roads  to 
the  country.  These  Indians  subsist  by  fishing,  and  by  selling 
fruit.  They  pride  themselves  on  the  length  of  their  hair, 
which  is  very  coarse.  The  Indian  females  are  extremely 
prolific:  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  eight  or  ten  little  naked 
children  playing  around  their  doors. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Almendral  arc  very  ignorant,  and 
at  night  will  often  insult,  and  otherwise  ill-use,  strangers. 
They  arc  taught  to  consider  all  people  who  are  not  Catholics 
Burros,  or  asses,  and  they  take  pleasure,  and  frequent  oc- 
casion, to  address  this  epithet  to  foreigners.* 

It  may  not  be  uncntertaining,  in  this  place,  to  relate  a  few 
anecdotes,  the  circumstances  of  some  of  which  transpired 
whilst  I  w'as  at  Valparaiso ;  they  may  be  relied  upon,  and 
will  serve  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  disposition  of  the 
soldiers,  Indians,  Cholos,  &lc. 

*  I  have  read,  since  m}'  return  fo  the  United jStates,  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  iohahitants  of  Valparaiso  considered  the  late  earthquake,  which  de- 
stroyed a  considerable  part  of  the  town,  to  have  been  a  judg^nienl  upon  ihein, 
in  consequence  of  tlieir  pcrinittingf  foreign  htrtlics  (rrotestants)  to  doiniciio 
in  their  country.  Many  straugers  were  in  danger  of  assassinalioD  at  this 
«notnc:)l  of  hig-h  excilcrneut. 
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SoniGtirae  before  my  arrival  at  Valparaiso,  a  midsliipman, 
iDclonging  to  the  British  frigate  Hy})erion,  and  who  died  here, 
was  buried  on  the  beach,  opposite  the  southern  fort,  the 
priests  sulTering  none  but  Catholics  to  be  interred  in  their 
consecrated  grounds.  The  next  morning,  I  blush  to  write 
It,  his  naked  body  lay  exposed  to  the  sun,  robbed  of  its 
shroud  and  of  its  coffin !  He  was  a  second  time  buried,  in  a 
grave  eighteen  feet  deep;  and  being  too  deep  for  these 
monsters  to  fathom,  he  rested  in  peace. 

The  captain  of  the  Doris  (an  English  frigate),  who  died 
in  doublina:  Cape  Horn,  and  who  was  taken,  preserved  iu 
spirits,  to  Valparaiso,  for  interment,  was,  at  the  express  depr 
sire  of  the  British  officers,  buried  within  a  fort,  and  in  a 
grave  twelve  feet  deep,  to  preserve  his  remains  from  being 
disturbed  by  ruthless  demons. 

There  have  been  several  instances  of  foreigners,  (who 
were  not  Papists),  being  torn  from  their  fresh  graves,  their 
bodies  mutilated,  and  their  shroud  and  coffins  gone.  The 
writer  of  the  following  pages,  was  twice,  whilst  at  Valpa- 
raiso, invited  to  the  funeral  of  Americans,  who  were  to  be 
interred  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  far  from  the  town,  accom- 
panied by  people  of  their  own  persuasion  only,  that  their 
place  of  burial  might  not  be  known  to  the  natives. 

Some  years  since,  a  Mr.  L**,  from  England,  went  to  Val- 
paraiso with  the  intention  of  keeping  a  tavern  and  coffee- 
house. After  a  §hort  residence,  he  became  criminally  inti- 
mate with  one  of  his  servants,  a  young  Chilian  female, and  in 
process  of  tim®  sfie  had  a  boy.  About  this  period,  Mrs^ 
L**,  the  wife  of  the  before-mentioned  gentlemen,  quite  un«» 
expectedly,  made  jier  appearance  at  Valparaiso  iVom  Lon- 
don. An  explanation  took  place,  and  the  girl  w\as  discharg- 
ed, vowlnfif  venijeance  ajjalnst  her  rival,  as  she  termed  the 
landlady.  Mrs.  £<**  was  a  compassionate  women,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  girl  had  suffered  sufficiently,  she  sent  her 
some  clothes,  offered  to  bring  up  the  infant,  and  desired  itf^ 
mother  to  come  to  her  house  whenever  she  was  in  want  of 
any  thing.  She  did  gs  the  house,  and  she  v.'as  rcvenijcd. 
with  a  vengeance,  for  two  montlis  afterwards,  Mrs.  I/'" 
was  no  more.  She  died  by  slow  poison,  which  the  girl  affcr- 
wards  confessed  she  had  administered,  and  for  which,  her 
Chilian  neighbours  were  wont  to  applaud  her.  This  lady 
was  buried  in  a  field  at  the  back  of  the  Soldier's  Hospital', 


M  A  DKscKiPiiON   or  THt: 

Ht  the  AlinciKlral,  in  a  very  deep  grave,  and  Mr.  L**  caused 
Jicr  body  to  be  guarded  lor  a  week.  A  great  number  of 
foreigners  were  at  licr  riineral.  and  tlie  taunts,  jeers,  and 
laughter  of  the  Chilian  men,  women  and  children  present, 
were  certainly  ill-timod  and  disgraceful. 

The  natives  nrc  wt'll  accpiaintod  with  the  poisons  of  the 
rountry  ;  and  it  is  said  that  they  ])ossess  one  so  subtle  as  to 
cause  mstant  death ;  wbilst  another,  slower,  but  quite  as  cer- 
tain, and  far  more  dreadlul  in  its  operation,  will  prev  upon 
the  vitals  till  it  has  reduced  you  to  a  skeleton,  and  finally 
destroyed  you. 

An  American  by  the  name  of  D***,  the  keeper  of  a  ta- 
vern at  Valparaiso,  died  about  this  time  :  he  also  was  poison- 
ed by  a  Chilian  girl,  with  whom  he  had  had  an  illicit  inter- 
course. Being  about  to  marry  a  young  female  of  good 
family,  he  informed  his  mistress  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  live  with  her  any  longer;  that  he  intended  making  her  a 
handsome  present,  and  expected  she  would  return  home  to 
her  mother.  Determined  upon  revenge,  she  took  occasion 
to  infuse  poison  in  his  food,  and  after  lingering  six  months,  he 
quitted  this  mortal  life,  with  the  knowledge  that  she  had 
boasted  of  the  deed,  and  that  she  had  gone  unpunished! 

The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Andromache,  a  British  frigate, 
having  occasion  to  go  on  shore  somewhat  late  one  evening, 
ordered  his  men  to  stay  by  the  boat,  as  his  business  would 
he  short.  They  disobeyed  his  commands,  and  went  up  to  a 
tavern  to  get  some  agua  ardiente.  In  returning,  they  trod 
upon  something  in  the  sand  ;  it  w  as  a  man — their  own  lieu- 
tenant! Pierced  with  knife-wounds,  naked  as  he  was  born, 
covered  with  blood  and  sand,  nnd  senseless!  And  all  this 
done  in  less  than  two  hours!  In  going  down  to  the  boat,  al- 
though but  a  short  distance  froncj  a  guard  house,  six  ruffians 
attacked,  robbed,  and,  supposing  him  dead,  partly  buried 
him  in  the  sand.     After  many  njonths  illness,  he  recovered. 

The  mastei"^car[)enter  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constellation, 
a  Mr.  E****,  was,  early  one  inorning,  found  leaning  against 
a  door  in  the  main  street  of  Valparaiso,  by  a  boat's  crew  of 
the  said  frigate.  They  spoke  to  him,  but  the  vital  spark  iiad 
i]ed  for  ever;  he  was  stabbed  in  many  places  with  a  bayon- 
et, and  was  cold  and  stiff.  This  poor  man,  it  is  said,  had 
been  somewhat  intoxicated  the  evcniing  previous,  and  was 
thus  unprepared,  ushered  into  eternitv. 
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A  yoting  seaman,  who  came  to  Valparaiso  from  Callao  in 
the  Minerva,  a  Chilian  transport,  becoming  acquainted  with 
one  of  the  numerous  Cyprians  that  frequent  the  fandangos, 
she  consented,  on  a  certain  evening,  to  his  accompanying  her 
to  her  house.  It  appeared  that  this  girl  had  an  appoint- 
ment with  a  soldier  on  th<3  same  night,  and  that  this  fellow 
had  been  an  ujL^een  witness  of  her  departure  from  the  fan- 
dangos with  the  seaman.  Under  cover  of  the  darkness,  he 
followed  them,  and  stabbed  the  sailor  with  his  bayonet  one 
inch  below  the  heart,  whilst  the  girl  fled  to  her  home ; 
where  the  soldier  followed,  and  killed  her.  After  the  young 
man's  recovery,  he  not  having  wherewith  to  discharge  his 
doctor's  bill,  I  drew  up  a  petition,  acd  a  collection  of  up- 
wards of  forty  dollars  was  made  for  him  at  the  different 
foreign  boarding-houses.  The  soldier,  by  way  of  punish- 
ment, was  condemned  to  hard  labour,  with  a  chain  round  his 
leg,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor. 

About  this  tiwie,  a  Swedish  carpenter  belonging  to  an 
English  brig,  was  found  stabbed,  and  his  body  so  bruised,  as 
to  be  scarcely  recognized ;  as  were  also  three  Chilian  girls, 
whom  their  soldier  paramours  suspected  of  being  too  inti- 
mate with  foreigners.  An  English  merchant  residing  at  the 
Almendral,  a  sailor  belonging  to  the  Andromache,  and  a 
marine  attached  to  the  Owen  Glendower  (both  British 
frigates),  were  severally  stabbed  and  killed  in  one  week.  In 
Tain  did  the  English  merchants  attempt  to  discover  the 
murderers  of  the  merchant,  or  the  captains  of  the  frigates^ 
by  large  rewards,  those  of  their  men  ;  the  remembrance  of 
their  untimely  deaths  was  soon  obliterated  by  the  repetition 
of  other  murders  equally  horrible,  and  these  again  succeed-' 
ed  by  more  daring  acts  of  the  same  nature.  The  fact  is, 
that  as  all  the  Chilians  carry  knives,  and  are  accustomed^ 
from  infancy,  to  employ  them  in  their  combats  against  each 
other,  the  wounding,  or  even  killing,  of  a  person,  is  scarcely 
talked,  or  thought  of,  and  certainly  costs  no  regret  to  the 
perpetrator. 

I  could  relate  many  other  anecdotes  here,  but  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  enough  has  been  said  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
scenes  that  frequently  take  place  at  Valparaiso. 

Whilst  I  was  in  Chili,  the  commander  of  the  Chilian  fleet 
was  Lord  Cochrane.  His  martial  deeds  were  well  knoAvn 
here,  before  his   arrival.     The   renown  of  this  celebrated- 
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mM\  has  lost  notliino:  i»  <lio  Clilliai)  service.  His  tikking' 
the  strono^  city  of  Valdivia;  his  attack,  on  Chiloc;  the 
littirii;  out  tlireo  several  inuadrons  for  the  reduction  of  Li- 
ma, and  his  capturing  tnc  Veni^anza  and  Esmeralda  frigates 
from  the  enemy,  arc  only  a  small  part  of.  the  services  he 
has  rendered  Chili.  By  the  Chilians  he  is  called  el  Ileroe 
— the  Hero,  and  well  does  he  merit  the  appellation.  His 
lordship  was  blockading  Callao  during  the  time  that  I  re- 
mained at  V^alparaiflo,  but  I  saw  his  lady,  a  remarkably  fme- 
looking  woman,  as  well  as  her  children,  who  came  up  from 
Lima  in  the  British  frigate  Andromache,  previous  to  their 
departure  for  England. 

Tiiat  she  possesses  bravery,  as  well  as  lier  husband,  she 
evidenced,  in  trusting  herseli  on  shore  at  Lima,  under  the 
protection  of  Captain  SherilF,  at  the  time  Lord  Cochrane* 
was  blockading  Callao.  She  was  one  day  on  board  the 

San  Martin,  the  admiral's  (lafj-ship,  when  having  stood 
farther  in  than  usual,  he  was  becalmed  just  without  gun-shot 
of  one  of  the  forts.  Several  gun-boats  stood  out  to  attack 
his  lordship,  bu!  a  breeze  springing  up,  he  gave  the  boats  a 
broadside,  which  sunk  two  of  them.  Lady  Cochrane,  in 
the  meanwhile,  stood  on  the  quarter-deck  undauntedly;  and, 
whilst  the  fort  was  firing  at  the  San  Martin  without  inter- 
mission, she  exclaimed,  "  My  dear  Cochrane,  give  them  one 
shot  more!''  They  fired  another  broadside,  and  stood  out  to 
join  the  squadron.  To  her  praise  it  ought  to  be  recorded, 
that  cm  board  of  her  husband's  ship,  and  also  in  the  frigate 
Andromache,  she  has  frequently  been  the  means  of  saving 
many  sailors  from  a  flogging.  It  was  somewhat  singular  that 
the  same  vessel  that  eon? eyed  her  and  her  family  to  En- 
gland should  have  had  on  board  the  Avife  and  children  of  th« 
Vice-King  of  Lima. 

It  is  said  that  Lord  Cochrane  has  realised  an  immense 
fortune  in  the  Chilian  service. 

Whilst  the  Ciiilian  fleet  laid  at  Valparaiso,  Lord  Coch- 
rane, his  lady,  and  1st  lieutenant,  went,  late  one  evening,  ou 
shore.  The  admiral  landing,  desired  Mr.  Cobbett,  his  first 
lieutenant,  to  take  care  of  his  lady.  "  No*'  said  she,  "  I  am 
the  wile  of  a  sailor,  and  none  but  a  sailor  shall  hand  me  out 

*  It  apppnrs  llial  tliia  olTicar  has  now  eDlered  into  (he  sfirvice  ef  tlie  Empe- 
ror of  Hs.'zil-. 
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4)i  the  !)oat/"*     Ore  of  the  boat's  crew  oifering  his  services, 
when  on  shore,  she  said  "Cochrane,  give  that  man  an  owwce."t 

The  Chilian  fleet,  whilst  I  was  at  Valparaiso,  consisted  of 
Ave  or  six  frigates,  three  sloops-of-war,  soaie  armed  brigs  ancj 
schooners,  and  several  transports.  Although  each  ship  in 
the  squadron  had  many  foreign  seamen  aboard,  it  was 
manned  principally  by  natives  of  the  country.  Nearly  all 
the  officers  belonged  to  England  and  to  the  United  States. 
These  gentlemen  conducted  themselves  very  insolently, 
and  they  appeared  to  have  great  authority  even  on  shore. 

I  one  day  heard  an  Englishman,  a  horse-dealer,  ask  a 
Patriot  lieutenant  (also  from  England),  for  the  price  of  a 
horse  which  he  had  sold  him.  The  lieutenant  replied  "that 
he  could  not  be  interrupted  for  such  a  trifling  affair."  7^hc 
person  who  sold  the  horse,  rejoined,  that  twenty-five  dollars 
Was  a  consideration  to  a  poor  man,  and  that  he  must  cer- 
tainly apply  to  his  superiors  for  the  amount.  "  I  acknow- 
ledge no  sujxjrior,"  said  the  officer,  drawing  his  sword  and 
striking  the  horse-dealer  so  forcibly  across  the  shoulder 
with  it,  as  to  lay  ij  open — "  but  there  is  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money  !"  The  poor  man  neither  obtained  satisfaction  ^ 
for  the  outrage  nor  pay  for  his  horse. 

All  officers  in  the  army  and  navy  wear  the  Patriot  cockade 
in  their  bats. 

The  colours  of  Chili   are  red  and  Avhite,   with  a  star. 

The  Chilian  watch-word  is  Viva  la  Patria  (long  live 
the  country);  that  of  the  Royalists — Viva  el  Rey  (long  live 
the  king) ;  it  is  needless  to  add  that,  in  Chili,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  vociferate  the  latter ;  although  I  presume  there 
are  many  to  whose  ears  the  latter  expression  sounds  more 
agreeably  than  the  former. 

Foreigners  were  impressed  into  the  service  at  the  last 
fitting  out  of  the  fleet,  by  order  of  government ;  and  those 
mechanics  who  declined  going  on  board  when  applied  to,  to 
repair  the  shipping,  were  eventually  compelled.  Flogging  * 
was  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  the  squadron.  The  pay 
of  an  able  seaman  was  12  dollars  per  month,  and  two  months 
advance.     The  government  promi-se  to  pay  this;  but  I  con- 

''  Tills  expression  would  seem  to  convey  an  insult  to  Mr.  Cobbclt,  allliougb 
\rann  her  acknowledged  preference  to   that  gontleman,  nof  e  ceuUl  have  he^ 
^Intended. 

"t  A  g'oM  coin — here  T^I?;e;l  at  l"^  dollars. 


34  A    BESeRIl'TIO.V    OF    TflK 

versed  with  many  olliccrs  ami  seamen  wlio  had  bclunj^ed  fee 
tlic  fleet,  some  lor  montlis,  and  others  even  for  two  years, 
to  whom  the  govcnuncnt  were  still  indebted,  and  they  fear- 
ed ever  would  be.  To  croAvn  all,  those  foreli^ners  who 
enter  the  Chilian  navy,  forfeit  their  allegiance  to  their  native- 
country*,  and  are  no  longer  under  its  protection :  saying- 
nought  of  the  company  they  get  amongst  of  cholos,  negroes, 
and  renegadoes,  and  the  chance  they  stand  of  being  wound- 
ed, when  they  will  neither  receive  pension,  prize-money,  or 
the  comforts  of  a  hospital. 

After  the  capture  of  the  Royalist  frigate  Venganza,  20 
foreigners,  the  greater  part  Americans,  went  to  Santiago.-- 
to  solicit  aid  of  the  Supreme  Director  ;  they  having  lost  one 
or  other  of  their  limbs  in  the  engagement  with  the  said  fri- 
gate. All  that  they  received  was  20  dollars  per  man,  with 
an  order  to  quit  the  metropolis.  Without  a  home,  without 
support,  what  was  now  to  become  of  these  poor  wretches  ? 

T!  e  coins  of  this  country  are — 1st.  of  gold,  the  onzos,  or 
ounce,  passing  current  for  17  dollars;  the  half  and  quarter 
do.  There  are  smaller  coins  of  this  metal,  but  they  are 
scarce.  2nd.  of  silver — the  dollar,  half  and  quarter  do.  the 
rial,  mcdios,  and  quartelos.  There  are  8  rials,  or  10  medios, 
or  32  quartelos,  to  a  dollar.  There  is  no  copper  coin  in 
the  country.  To  get  an  onzos,  or  doubloon,  exchanged  lor 
silver,  at  Valparaiso,  it  is  quite  common  to  pay  a  premium  of 
50  cents,  or  purchase  2  dollars  worth  of  articles.  The  coin- 
age of  the  onzos  is  beautifully  executed,  that  of  the  \  dollars 
and  rials,,  very  iiidifferently.  The  Chilian  mint  is  in  the  city 
oi  Santiago. 

No  country  in  the  world  stands  in  more  need  of  the  me- 
chanic arts,  and  none  oilers  greater  encouragement  to  cer- 
tain mechanics,  than  Chili.  At  Valparaiso,  the  daily  wage ; 
of  carpenters,  Avho  are  most  required,  of  blacksmiths,cabinet- 
makers,  hatters,  tailors^  shoemakers,  &c.  are  3  dollars  per 
day.  The  Spanish  carpenters,  and  other  mechanics,  are 
3uch  wretched  workmen.that  foreigners  are  always  preferred. 
Still  it  requires  great  prudence  in  those,  not  natives  of  the 
country^  to  acquire  much  money,  for  these  reasons  :  1st— 

*  The  commanding'  Bridsb  Officer  on  llic  Soulh  American  station  in  1821, 
When  applied  to  by  some  Eng^lii*li  subjects  in  the  (  hilinn  fleet,  leliiriieti  for 
aniwer  "  tlwt  in  entering- tlie  Cliilinn  scrviie,  they  had  placed  Iheniselv*^ 
aut  of  the  protection  of  tUo  armed  vessels  of  Great  lirilaia'" 
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because  there  are  so  many  sajitos  dios  (saint's  days)  occurirtg, 
when  one  is  not  allowed  to  work ;  2dly,  from  the  dearness 
of  board  (^4  per  week) ;  of  washing  (6d  per  piece) ;  of 
lodging,  of  clothes,  and  of  tools  ;  3dly,  from  the  cheapness  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  of  wine.  To  these  may  be  added,  that 
each  boarding-house  is  a  tavern  also,  which  necessarily  leads 
the  boarders  into  company ;  then  the  want  of  good  society  ; 
of  Protestant  places  of  worship  (I  presume  there  is  not  one 
in  the  country) ;  the  manner  of  spending  the  sabbath ;  the 
swarms  of  courtezans  ;  and  the  numberless  pleasures,  which 
the  frivolity  of  the  natives,  and  the  force  of  example,  arfc 
continually  leading  the  unwary  foreigner  to  engage  m. 

Is  the  emigrant  a  young  man?  He  certainly  wishes  to 
dress  respectably;  now  what  will  his  clethes  cost  him  per 
year,  when  he  must  pay  for  a  beaver  hat,  12  dollars  ;  for  a 
linen  shirt,  6;  his  coat,  40  :  45;  trowsers,  16;  waistcoat, 
5  ;  neck  and  pocket  handkerchiefs,  $2  each  ;  stockings,  2i  ; 
and  shoes  4  and  5  dollars  per  pair  (very  inferior)  ?  If  a  car- 
penter, he  must  pay  for  a  hand-saw,  31  dollars;  a  pit-saw, 
10;  his  axe  and  adze,  $3  each;  planes  (smoothing)  2;  fii-st 
do.,  25 ;  jointers,  5  ;  chissels,  1:3;  and  files,  from  12  cents 
to  2  dollars.  Every  description  of  mechanic's  tools  are  irj 
the  like  proportion.  Ingenious  artizans,  on  their  arriving  in 
this  country,  generally  commence  business  upon  their  own 
account. 

The  price  of  wood,  at  Valparaiso,  is  very  high.  It  is 
brought  from  the  windward  ports;  there  being  very  little 
in  the  vicinity  of  this  place.  A  single  boa^'d,  9  inches  wide, 
by  12  feet  long,  costs  75  cents;  and  a  quartonos,  a  piece  of 
wood,  4  inches  square,  by  12  feet  in  length,  1  dollar;  and  as 
iron  and  bricks  are  also  dear,  and  wages  high,  the  building 
of  a  house  costs  a  considerable  sum. 

The  agent  for  IJoyd's,  at  Valparaiso,  a  Mr.  Good,  was 
erecting,  whilst  I  were  there,  a  large  house,  next  the  sea- 
side. After  the  carpenters  had  commenced  putting  on  the 
roof,  the  walls  of  the  house,  though  3  feet  in  thickness,gave 
way,  and  the  bricks  of  which  it  was  composed,  were  all 
broken.  These  bricks  were  baked  in  the  sun.  This 
accident  was  said  to  be  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  mason's 
work,  and  there  was  not  one  foreign  bricklayer  in  the  place. 
In  like  manner  a  British  merchant,  of  the  name  of  Hless, 
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had  a  large  builtlinj^,  intciulcd  lor  u  stoic-hoii?c,  f^i\e  way  > 
aiid  which  was  the  riioau'^  oi"  his  losinj^  some  hundred  dolhirs. 

It  will  be  expected  tluit  I  should  s;iy  Komethiii^i;  of  the 
Priiitinj^  ot  this  country.  When  I  fust  arrived  at  Valjjaraiso, 
I  applied  to  Mr,  IJill,  the  American  Consul,  for  information 
rehitivc  lo  my  profession;  he  kindly  olfeied  me  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power.  His  chief  clerk  professed  to  he  well 
acquainted  with  the  affair,  and  told  me,  "  that  there  was 
hut  one  Printing-Ollice  in  Chill,  which  was  at  St.  Jai^o, 
tile  capitol  ;  that  among  the  Spanish  prisoners  taken  at  the 
battle  of  Mai pu,  there  were  four  or  five  printerSj  whom  the 
government  compelled  to  work  for  them  for  almost  nothing; 
that  there  were  four  small  newspapers  printed  weekly  at 
this  olHce  ;  and  that  this,  with  a  little  government  work,  was 
all  that  was  then  done  m  the  country."  The  time  is  fast 
approaching  when  the  J'reedojn  of  the  press  will  extend  thi.s 
useful  art  to  the  remotest  districts,  and  printing  will  conti- 
nue to  Increase  as  the  public  mind  becomes  enlightened.  A 
Chilian,  by  the  name  of  Carrera,  established  the  first 
Prlnting-Oflice  in  the  country;  and  this  so  late  as  the  cora- 
rnenccment  of  the  Revolution.  According  to  Mr.  Bland, 
"before  ihat  period,  all  books  and  papers  prior  to  their  en- 
trance into  the  country^  were  inspected  and  approved  by  the 
Holy  Inquisition  at  Lima."  I  did  not  go  to  Santiago,  but 
learned  that  the  information  which  I  received  relative  to 
the  Printing  Business,  was  correct. 

For  upwards  of  three  months  after  my  arrival  at  Valpa- 
raiso, I  worked  at  carpentering  with  my  brother.  We  had 
a  svifficiency  of  employment,  but  were  sometimes  unfortunate 
in  not  getting  paid  for  it.  From  the  instant  that  I  found  \ 
could  not  get  work  at  my  own  profct^sion,  my  thoughts  were 
ever  intent  upon  returning  to  the  United  States.  My  pecu- 
niary resources,  at  the  expii'ation  of  three  montJis,  were  by 
no  means  sufhcient  to  pay  the  enoraious  passage-money  re- 
quired by  the  Captains  of  vessel.^  bound  to  the  IJnited 
States,  and  the  only  alternative  remaining,  ^vas  to  attach 
myself  to  a  ship  bound  home.  I  had  scarcely  come  to  this 
determination,  when,  by  accident,  I  met,  at  the  American 
Consul's,  Obadiah  Collin,  the  late  commander  of  the  whale- 
ship  Improvement.  He  was  in  want  of  hands,  and  assuring 
nic  that  he  should  be  at  Nantucket  in  6  months  from  the 
time  of  my  shipment,  but  which,  by  unforeseen  events,  ex- 
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tended  to  eighteen,  I  cheerfully  joined  his  vcs(-;cl  at  the 
115th  lay — or  1  barrel  of  oil  in  1 15.  On  the  same  day  that 
{  shipped,  we  went  to  sea,  steering  for  the  coast  of  Peru  ;^ 
but  presuming  that  a  short  description  of  the  ports  to  wind- 
ward and  to  leeward  of  Valparaiso  (many  of  which  I  have 
seen),  may  be  interesting,  I  will  suspend  the  farrfier  accemit 
of  my  voyage  for  t|^e  present. 

The  principal  regret  I  experienced  at  leaving  Valparaiso, 
was  in  the  parting  Avith  Clareta  Rosa,  an  amiable  girl,  and 
the  eldest  daughter  of  a  fine  old  Chilian  lady.  To  account 
for  my  acquaintance  with  this  young  person,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  state,  that  on  my  llrst  arrival  here,  a  well-inform- 
ed young  man,  with  whom  I  became  intimate,  told  me,  that 
if  1  wished  to  learn  the  Spanish  language  cheaply  and 
speedily,  and  spend  many  agreeable  hours,  he  woi;ld  advis& 
me  to  seek,  out  a  respectable  family  where  there  were 
young  females,  take  my  English  and  Spanish  Dictionary  m 
my  hand,  and  propose  to  learn  the  ladies  English  if  they 
would  take  the  trouble  of  teaching  me  Castihan.  He  re- 
commended me  to  a  family,  and  my  oifer  was  gladly  and 
eagerly  accepted  by  the  respectable  parents  on  behalf  or 
their  charming  daughters.  My  brother  and  myself  spent 
all  our  leisure  time  with  these  Chilians.  They  were  truly 
obliging  girls,  and  took  every  pains  to  render  u:  acquainted 
with  their  tongue  ;  in^'which,  I  believe,  we  made  greater 
progress  than  they  did  in  English.  The  evenings  passed 
happily  in  this  pleasant  seminary;  for,  between  our  lessons. 
om'  female  teachers  would  sing:  to  us  then-  native  airs,  ac-^ 
companied  by  the  guitar,  thev  would  dance,  and  regale  us^^ 
with  exquisite  fish,  with  i'vult,  and  Avine,  and  matte  ;  then  ae 
the  rod  was  banished,  and  the  sour  austerity  of  the  male 
tutor  lost  in  the  tender  persuasions,  the  mild  manners,  and 
Avinning  behaviour  of  our  mistresses,  our  improvement  could 
not  but  be  connnensurate  with  their  exertions.  Whether 
our  being  constantly  in  the  evening  and  generally  on  Si.n- 
day  in  each  others'  company  ;  or  that  tlie  little  attertieiis 
and  assiduities  which  we  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  tlieni, 
won  upon  them;  or  the  reilection  that  we  were  separated 
by  mimcnse  oceans  from  our  parents,  and  from  our  homes — 
in  a  foreign  country — and,  young  as  we  were,  buiFeting 
about  in  a  tempestuous  world,  witliout  one  friend  to  biioy  ns 
up  should  we  be  sinking,  or  impart  9onsolalion  apd  advir^e 
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should  \vc  stand  in  Deed  of  it,  certain  it  is,  they  took  a  paiv 
ticiilar  interest  in  our  welfare  nnd  hajipincss. 

Clarcta,  tlmijQ^h  short  of  stiiture,  was  finely  formed;  she 
possessed  tliat  winning  softness  of  fcritures  which  every  '^nc 
must  admire,  Avhist  her  eyes  and  her  hnir  of  jet  black— the 
forme-r  sparklinir  and  the  latter  |:^lossy,  contributed  to  render 
her  extremely  interesting-.  J  had  before  apprised  her  of 
my  intention  of  retnrninir  to  the  United  States;  and  on  the 
morning  previous  to  my  leaving  Valparaiso,  visiting  licr 
lor  the  last  time,  1  found  she  had  been  weeping.  At  part- 
ing, she  grasped  my  hand,  and,  in  her  expressive  language, 
said,  "  JJdioSy  Enriqucz !  IJios  guardc  vmd.,  Senor.  Yo 
cstimo  vmd.  muchisimo.  Me  presentaron  muchos  ./)ve  Marias 
para  vmd.,  y  yo  riicgo  viva  cicn  anos  /"  Which  I  presume 
would  read  literally,  '-Farewell,  Henry!  God  guard  you, 
Sir.  I  esteem  you  very  much.  J  shall  offer  up  many  Ave 
Marias*  for  you,  and  I  pray  you  may  live  for  07ie  hundred 
years P^ 

The  conclusion  of  this  speech  may  appear  bombastic, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Chilians  carry  their 
politeness,  in  compliments,  to  as  great  an  excess  as  any  other 
people.  When  the  inhabitants  of  Havana  first  heard  that 
Ferdinand  had  signed  the  Constitution  of  the  Cortez,  they 
ex'^Jaimed,  "jMay  the  Constitution,  and  the  king  who  has 
signed  it,  live  for  1,000  years! 

About  ten  miles  to  the  novthward  of  Valparaiso,  on  the 
sea-shore,  stands  a  little  place  called  Villa  de  /rt./l/f/- (Village 
of  the  sea).  It  abounds  in  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats;  and  a. 
great  many  mules  are  raised  here.  The  kindness  of  the 
^F(Cf5505  (farmers)  here,  at  Limache,  a  town  a  few  leagues 
distant,  and  in  fact  in  every  part  of  Chili  that  I  have  seen,  is 
only  equalled  by  that  of  the  same  class  of  men  in  North 
America.  The  facility  wiih  which  thev  become  acquainted 
with  strangers,  amazes  the  cautious  European;  for  with 
an  half-hour's  knowledge,  they  are  as  unreserved  as  if  their 
acquaintance  had  been  of  fifty  years  standing.  Many  cd'thc 
•^icesof  \oi)cr-civilized  countries,  have  not  as  yet,  I  conceive, 
found  a  residence  among  tJKst^  retired  and  peaceful  culti- 
vMlors  of  the  earth.  They  are  a  distinct  class  to  those 
Chilians  who  live  in  towns,  and  p2"ofess  disgust  at  their  evil 
Iiibits,  while  their  own  native  manners  must  command  the 

•  Tlie  angel*i  6s!utal.ion  !o  the  Viijria  Ptlarv. 


CITY    OF    ST.    JAGO.  3^ 

'admiration  cf  those  who  account  hospitality,  difiiJenoc,  and 
humanity,  among  the  virtues. 

St.  Jago  (pronounced  Santiago),  the  metropolis  and  seat 
of  government  of  Chili,  distant  90  miles  from  Valparaiso,  7 
from  the  Andes,  and  1200  from  Buenos  Ay  res,  is  a  large 
and  handsome  city,  and  is  said  to  contain  60,000  inhabitants. 
It  has  many  splendid  edifices  ;  among  which  may  be  reck- 
oned the  mint,  the  coinage  of  which  exceeds  that  of  Potosi, 
©r  Lima,  the  cabildo,  or  town  house,  the  cathedral,  churches, 
convents  and  colleges.  It  is  situated  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  noble  river  Mapccho.  Each  house  fornxs  a  square,  and 
many  of  them  have  a  yard  and  garden  attached.  The 
streets  are  broad,  run  north  and  south,  and  the  city  is  con- 
nected to  the  suburbs  by  a  bridge,  which  crosses  the  Ma- 
pocho.  The  district  ef  St.  Jago  is  the  most  tortile  in 
Chili.  ^'  In  the  same  orchard,  the  orange  can  be  seen  in  bud, 
in  flower,  green,  and  perfectly  ripe,  at  the  same  time." 

"  By  glancing  at  the  map  of  South  America,  it  Avill  ha 
perceived  how  effectually  Chili  is  separated  from  the  Unit- 
ed provinces  of  La  Plata,  and  from  Peru.  It  is  completely 
erK;losed  by  t!ie  Andes,  and  probably  differs  in  situation  from 
any  country  in  the  universe."  The  Andes  commence  at  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  opposing  an  impenetrable  barrier  to 
the  entrance  of  hostile  armies  from  the  United  Provinces, 
and  traversing  Peru,  divide  the  Upper  from  the  Lower: 
they  finally  subside  at  the  Isthmus  of  Daiien.  Chili,  to  the 
North,  is  bounded  by  Peru ;  to  the  East,  by  the  Andes ; 
on  the  West,  by  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  to  the  southward, 
by  the  land  of  Magellan.  There  are  only  ten  passes  across 
the  Cordillera  into  Chili  from  the  United  Provinces,  and 
these  "are  impassible  except  in  summer,  and  are  so  narrow 
and  dangerous,  that  a  man  en  horseback  can  with  difficulty 
cross  them."     Mules  are  the  general  conveyance. 

Chili  possesses  advantages  for  defence  superior  to  any 
country  in  South  America.  It  is  about  1100  miles  in  extent 
and  contains  378,000  square  miles.  '•  It  has  many  excellent 
ports  convenient  for  the  foreign  tTade,.and  is  a  country  fruit- 
ful in  grain,  wine  and  oil,  and  productive  in  gold,  silver,  cop- 
per, and  tin..  Its  population  is  rising  of  1,200,000  souls; 
MOO.OOO  of  which  are  under  the  dominion  of  the  Patriots^ 
the  remainder  being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  royalists.. 
There  arc  about  50,000  Indian  slaves  in  r-il  Ohili.  ^Aid  but 


-v^^ry  few  slaves  of  the  AlVicHn  rare.  All  the  iwecliaiilcal 
arts  and  agricul(ui-e,  are  in  a  rude  state.  Tlie  principal  ex- 
ports are  the  metals  above-mentioned,  together  witli  wheat, 
llour,  hemp,  cordanro,  lildes,  tallow,  jerked  beef,  vicuna,  giia- 
naca,  and  ehinchilla  skins,  ligs,  raisins,  i\'c.  The  imports 
from  the  United  States,  are  chiefly  tobacco,  Windsor  chairs, 
•saddles  and  fmniture.  There  are  10,000  monks  and  nun? 
in  the  coiiijtry  ;  and  the  church  holds  one-third  of  the  land- 
ed property  of  the  state.  Besides  the  sh'are  of  the  tythes, 
"which  the  state  siill  permits  thern  to  draw,  the  clergy  have 
the  onnats,  or  lirst  fi-uils;  whicli  yield  to  each  curate  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

The  southernmost  Port  of  Chili,  of  any  note,  is  that  of" 
QuiLAN.  It  lies  in  43  41  S.  latitude,  and  is  an  inconsiderable 
place,  inhabited  principally  by  Indians. 

Abreast  of  this  port,  is  the  Archipelago  of  Chilok,  con- 
sisting of  37  islands  ;  the  largest  of  which,  called  Chiloe, 
gives  name  to  the  Archipelago.  This  island  is  180  miles  in 
length,  and  20  in  its  greatest  breadth,  and  is,  with  man}-  of 
the  others,  inhabited  by  Indians  and  old  Spaniards.  The 
former  are  reckoned  the  most  ingenious  native  mechanics  in 
the  country.  They  excel  in  the  making  of  all  kinds  of  ca- 
binet-work and  muirucal  instruuicnts,  and  in  the  playing  upon 
them.  A  choice  variety  of  wo»ds  are  found  in  their  lofty 
forests,  well  adapted  to  house-work  and  ship-building. 
There  are  "97  species  of  trees  in  Chili,  only  13  of  which 
shed  their  leaves."  Some  of  them  grow  to  the  height- 
of  70  feet.  The  Islands  of  Chiloe  are  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  Royalists.  The  principal  port  is  Castro,  the  capitoi 
of  the  Archipelago.  It  probabl}^  contains  3,000  inhabitants. 
This  port  has  good  anchorage,  and  is  well  defended  from 
the   Avinds. 

Two  degrees  to  leeward  of  Quilan,  is  found  the  Port  ot 
San  Carlos;  containing  perhaps  about  3,000  residents,  in- 
cluding tlie  soldiery.  Tiiis  p/lace  lias  been  bravely  defended 
against  two  attacks  from  part  of  the  Patriot  squadron;  in 
both  of  whic'h,  the  Roy;;lists  were  successful.  Its  forts  are- 
garrisoned  -with  about  700  i-egular  troops,  and  It  is  sail! 
ihcy  can  assemble  5G0  Indians,  in  case  of  necessity.  The 
soldiers,  like  those  of  the  Patriot  port-,  -will  not  scruple 
to  rob,  or  even  to  take  the  life  of  a  pcrscK,  They  are  icr 
dci'  brit  \\\i]„  sviborJiuatittU. 


TOWN    OF    SAN    CARLOS,  4.1, 

it  being-^  throiigliout  the  year,  much  colder  in  these  high 
latitudes  than  at  Valparaiso  and  the  lee-ports,  the  natives 
are  proportionably  fairer.  The  strength  and  stoutness  of 
the  men,  and  the  rosy  cheeks  of  the  girls,  would  almost  lead 
one  to  believe  them  a  distinct  people  from  those  of  the 
northern  ports.  San  Carlos  is  9^  to  the  southward  of  Val- 
paraiso. The  anchorage  is  not  very  good,  and  vessels  tradq- 
ing  here,  should  be  pit»yided  with  at  least  one  chain  cable. 
Squalls  of  wind  and  rain  are  not  unusual.  The  soil  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  is  very  fertile.  Wheat  is  so  abundant, 
that  6  cents  will  purchase  as  much  bread  as  six  men  could 
reasonably  eat  in  a  day.  The  oxen,  sheep,  and  pigs,  are 
uncommonly  cheap  and  fine.  Beef,  is  2i  cents  per  lb.;  naut- 
ton,  do. ;  and  pork,  but  li  do.  Large  and  well-dried  hams 
may  be  purchased  at  ninepenee  each.  European  vegetables 
thrive,  especially  potatoes;  Avhich  are  thought  to  be  better 
than  those  of  Ireland;  There  are  more  than  twenty  differ- 
ent varieties.  The  orchards  teem  with  fruits,  particularly 
apples  ;  and  the  cidei'  (the  provincial  term  is  chichos)  that 
is  here  made,  is  accounted  the  best  in  Chili.  They  have 
also  mestilla  and  agua  ardiente  too  cheap  for  the  good  of 
socie^vi 

As  a  counterbalance  to  the  cheapness  of  provisions,  must 
be  mentioned  the  high  price  of  wearing  apparel ;  of  me- 
chanics' tools  ;  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  ;  of  salt ;  and 
HI  fact  of  all  articles  they  have  to  import.  In  the  summer 
of  1822,  at  San  Carlos,  an  English  brig  sold  her  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  gunpewder  and  salt,  the  former  at  ^4  per  lb.,  the 
latter  at  ^5  per  7  lbs.  In  this  town,  the  price  of  a  hat  is 
^  JO  :  a  superfine  coat,  50 ;  shoes,  6*;  stockings,  3,  &c.  &c. 

There  are  two  churches  in  San  Carlos,  and  religion  is 
but  a  mask  for  the  worst  of  crimes.  It  is  not  uncommon  here, 
to  see  girls  of  11  and  12  years  of  age  at  the  fandangos  hous- 
es, lost  to  all  sense  of  modesty,  and  habituating  themselves 
to  cordials  and  to  oaths.  This  is  nearly  all  the  blessed  work 
of  the  priests,  and  Lucifer  could  not  have  found  abler  assist- 
ants on  earth  to  forward  his  designs,  than  these  same  padres. 

A  few  miles  belovv^  San  Carlos,  is  found  the  Port  of  Que- 
DAL ;  and  72  miles  to  leeward  of  it.  Port  De  la  Galera. 
They  are  inconsiderable  places,  but  possess  good  ground  for 
anchorage.  The  shores  from  Galera  to  Cape  Horn,  abound 
with  hiir  seal. 
E 
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I'Ik'  rifxt  Port  in  orclor,  and  the  first  of  conscfjiifiicc  t# 
Aviriclwnrd,  is  V'ali-»ivia.  Tiic  city  ol  this  name,  stands  on  tl-'G 
l)?HiI:s  of  the  riv<  r  V»)divia,  and  is  9  miles  irom  the  sea.  It 
is  an  ancient  and  handsome  toTt'n,  and  is  said  to  eontaiii 
upwards  of  13,000  inhabitnntis.  Th(?re  are  several  elee;ant 
phurches  in  this  p^r^cc,  as  Avell  as  many  private  buildirf^. 
Valdivia  is  defended  by  4  fslrong  rastlcs.  It  is  16"  to  lee- 
ward of  Cape  Horn,  and  8    to  \vind"^'ard  of  Valparaigc. 

As  at  San  Carlos,  meat?,  vegetables,  fish  and  iVt^jl?.  are  a 
complete  drnc(.  The  butter  and  cheese  of  this  province  are 
not  surpassed  in  Chili;  Wheat  (two  crops  yearly)  is  pro- 
duced in  such  immense  quantities,  as  not  to  be  all  consumed. 

The  country  around  Valdivia  is  extremely  picturesque  \ 
it  is  thickly  settled,  and  the  white-washed  cottai^cs,  j'cering 
from  out  the  luxuriant  fields,  or  half-enveloped  in  the  or- 
chards, present  an  agreeable  appearance.  The  timber 
of  this  province  grows  to  a  great  size  and  height ;  it  is  of 
many  colours,  and  very  durable.  It  is  said  that  600  boards; 
20  it.  long,  have  been  sawed  out  of  a  Red  Cedar  tree/'  This 
wood  is  principally  used  in  cieling  and  flooring  the  houses  of 
the  wealthy,  and  in  the  construction  of  tnusical  instruments 

The  furniture  of  the  Valdivian  dwellings,  the  superstition 
of  the  people,  the  villainy  of  the  soldiery,  the  method  of 
living  and  the  cookery^  ar6  the  exact  counterpart  of  Valpa- 
raiso. Like  it  also,  the  state  of  morality  here  shows,  in  co- 
lours of  fircj  the  little  attention  of  parents  and  of  priests  to 
this  all-importfmt  tnatten  The  fandangos  houses  are  nume- 
rous, and  are  alwav,^  thronged  in  the  evening;  whilst  Sun- 
day is  here  devoted  to  all  kinds  of  merriment  and  diversion. 
This  state  of  things  tnust  certainly  have  a  very  injurious 
tendency  upon  tlie  mind  of  the  unwary  foreigner.  It  is 
hardly  to  be  expected  that  he  will  have  fortitude  to  with- 
stand such  vicious  example  ;  and  thus  we  sec  the  greater 
part  of  those  who  arrive  here,  joining  with  avidity — no 
matter  iclicn  the  time,  or  what  the  occasion,  in  all  the  frivol- 
ity and  vices  of  the  Chilian. 

A  short  time  previous  to  my  arritnl  at  Valparaiso,  Valdi- 
via was  taken  from  the  Royalists.  By  which  important  cap- 
ture, a  large  extent  of  territory  Avas  freed  from  kingly  con- 
trol, whilst  this  noble  city,  with  a  quantity  of  heavy  ar- 
lillefy,  the  be?;t  in  Chili,  and  a  large  treasure,  were  convert- 
ed to  the  use  of  the  patriots. 

*  Srn  Molina's  Chili. 
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Tlic  Port  of  TiRLTit  is  the  next  in  order.  It  Is  little  more 
than  a  degree  to  windward  of  Valdlvia,  and  is  an  inconse- 
t^aential  place  ;  being  inhabited  principally  by  Indians. 

lu  lat,  37'  18  S.  and  two  miles  from  the  sea  side,  stands 
the  town  of  Arauco  ;  celebrated  as  being  tiie  head  quarters 
of  the  late  piratical  royalist  general  Benevides  !  The  land- 
ing is  bad,  as  a  heayj  surf  continually  beats  upon  the  sliore. 
The  road  to  the  town  is  extremely  rugged,  and  in  one  place 
somewliat  impeded  by  a  narrow  river.  As  this  place  has 
been  the  scene  of  many  bloody  conflicts,  it  Is  in  a  very  bat- 
tered and  ruinous  situation.  Its  church  is  nearly  razed,  its 
ric:ies  pillaged,  and  its  bell  broken  ;  whilst  the  falling  walb, 
the  demolished  or  decaying  houses,  ancl  torn  up  streets,  mark 
it  as  a  place  that  "  once  was." 

Arauco  is  surrounded  by  a  Avail  of  mud,  on  which  4  brass 
guns  are  mounted  Including  soldiers,  there  are  not  more 
than  1800  inhabitants  in  the  place.  The  citizens  are  cour- 
teous, but  the  military  wretched  thieves — the  patriot  officers 
even,  not  disdaining  to  peculate. 

The  fii'ie  soil  that  surrounds  the  town,  the  elegant  or- 
chards, and  the  numerous  farm-houses  and  villages  in  the 
-vicinity,  are  nearly  all  deserted;  the  woods  being  lined  with 
hostile  Indians,  and  war — all-devastating  war,  converts  thlB 
beautiful  region  into  a  field  of  contention  between  nativc^- 
of  the  same  country,  who  ought  to  he  living  in  brotherly 
amity  and  peace,  or  together  making  head  against  the  cora- 
mo-i  enemy — Spaniards  !  Whilst  h\  France,  during  the  Re- 
volution, the  Bastilc  enclosed  its  thousands,  and  the  guillot- 
iiie  despatched  them,  the  levity  and  frivolity  of  the  Parisian 
lieeisd  it  not,  and  the  theatres  were  thronged,  and  the 
gaQ:ies  continued; — -so,  in  Arauco,  although  surrounded  by 
enemies,  and  knowing  not  when  to  expect  an  attack,  or  how 
soon  to  be  slaughtered,  the  lemales  drink,  and  dance^  and 
run  their  petty  race,  and  the  men  lounge,  and  cat,  and 
sleep;  believing  that  time  best  spent,  which  is  past  most 
pleasurably. 

The  country  called  Araucania,  extends  from  the  river  Bio 
Bio  (which  separates  it  from  Conception)  to  Valdlvia.  When 
the  Spaniards  first  invaded  Chili,  Araucania  was  peopled  by 
fierce,  numerous  and  warlike  Indians,  having  many  famous 
chiefs,  and  possessing  good  laws.  In  several  desperate  con- 
flicts they  worsted  the  kind's  troops  in  the  field,  laid  v,'aste 
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tlieir  inrfp  nnd  citie=^  (cspocially  Conception),  and  wore  near- 
ly stjccnsf-ful  in  rxpolliiiL:;  thoni  IVom  all  Chili.  The  .Span- 
iards, in  their  ofllcia!  accounts,  have  stated,  that  tliey  expe- 
rienced p:''caler  trouble,  and  it  cost  them  more  bloodshed,  in 
the  ullitnatc  concjuest  of  these  Indians,  tlian  in  the  capture 
of  the  rest  of  Chili,  and  of  both  Pcrus.  Is  it  not  sirjgular 
that  this  people,  who  were  the  last  men  in  Chili  to  acknow- 
ledge alieijfiance  to  the  kings  of  Spain,  should  now  be  the 
only  persons*  who  have  not  shook  it  ofi,  and  assumed  inde- 
pendence ?  The  Araucanians,  who  principally  reside 
in  the  Avoods  and  mountains,  live  in  huts,  which,  though 
neatly  built,  possess  no  other  convenience.  As  each  family 
owns  several  horses,  their  capabilities  for  wandering  through 
the  country,  to  which  they  are  much  addicted,  becomes 
comparatively  easy.  Like  the  North  American  Indians, 
they  regard  their  females  as  an  inferior  creation,  and  evince 
more  affection  for  their  horses  than  they  do  for  their  wives. 
The  women  do  the  ploughing  and  planting,  and  all  the  drud- 
gery of  the  family.  They  have  also  to  attend  to  I  he  horses, 
and  armed,  to  sro  to  the  wars.  These  women  are  very  pro- 
lific, and  are  capable  of  enduring  excessive  fatigue.  The 
Araucanians,  although  very  brave,  cannot  withstand  a 
regular  attack,  but  fly  to  their  woods  and  fastnesses,  where, 
in  ambuscades  and  bush-lighting,  they  pick  off  many  patriot 
soldiers.  The  country  which  these  Indians  inhabit, 
abounds  in  metals ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  iron  found  here  is 
not  inferior  to  the  best  in  Spain. 

Forty  miles  to  leevrard  of  Arauco,  stands  the  town  of 
T.ALCAHL'ANO.  Mariucrs  in  making  this  port  from  the  north- 
ward, have  a  sure  beacon  in  Conception  Paps  ;  two  very  re- 
markable hills,  so  called.  Talcahuano  stands  at  the  head 
of  a  noble  bay,  said  to  be  the  safest  and  most  commodious  in 
Chili.  The  hills  that  surround  it  are  covered  with  lofty 
forest  trees.  The  town  is  not  extensive,  and  the  houses  ge- 
nerally but  of  one  story  in  height.  They  are  mostly  built  of 
clay,  and  as  their  exteriors  are  whitewashed,  piresent,  at  a 
distance,  a  neat  appearance.  The  furniture  of  these,  &c. 
&c.  is  [irccisely  the  same  as  at  Valparaiso.     The  streets  in- 

*  It  oug;ht  to  be  ohtserved  that  llie  Cunclic^  nn'l  Fliiilliclie  Indinns,  \v\\o  in- 
habit llnl  regiou  of  Cliili  soiitli  ol  V.iliJivia,  :i8  well  as  the  I'lielchcs  at  (he  loot 
v)f  (he  Andes  abrcnst  cf  Araucnni^,  arc  n(jl  vet  subdiic!  ;  but  (lie  Araiic;iiii:inE 
iro  tuore  to  br  dreaded  thnn  cither  of  these  tribes. 
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tersect  cacli  other  at  right  angles.  The  churcli  (there  is 
but  one),  the  calahozos,  the  custom-house,  tlie  fort,  and  the 
residence  of  the  Governor,  are  the  only  buildings  worthy  of 
notice  in  the  place.  In  front  of  the  town,  and  close  to  the 
waters'  edge,  stands  a  handsome  little  fortification,  mounting 
8  guns;  and  at  the  south-western  extremity,  the  ruins  of 
another;   the  guns  being  all  dismounted. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Talcahuano,  are 
miserably  poor,  and  have  scarcely  sufficient  clothing  to  cover 
their  nakedness.  They  subsist  almost  entirely  upon  fish. 
Roasted  muscles,  here  called  cliolos,  with  other  shell-iish. 
cooked  or  cooked,  one  may  find  at  all  tunes  of  the  day  at 
their  houses.  At  Talcahuano,  testaceous  fish,  especially 
muscles,  are  found  in  astonishing  quantities  ;  they  cover  the 
rocks,  adhere  to  th»  kelp,  or  sea  weed,  and  line  the  bottom 
of  the  bay.  The  method  they  take  in  catching  these,  is 
both  simple  and  successful — it  is  by  means  of  a  long  pole, 
with  three  prongs,  and  which  is  thrust  down  among  them- 
Canoes  are  exclusively  used  m  fishing,  of  which  there  are 
great  numbers.  1  saw  several  that  were  at  least  15  feet 
long,  and  from  2  to  5  feet  wide,  each  of  which  had  been 
hollowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  single  tree.  These  canoes 
have  thwarts,  and  are  rowed  or  paddled  at  pleasure.  The 
Avomen  practise  fishing  as  well  as  the  men. 

The  conn  fry  around  Talcahuano  is  mountainous  to  the 
southward  and  westward,  and  to  the  eastward,  a  pampas,  or 
grassy  plain,  separates  it  from  Conception,  the  capital  of  the 
province.  Much  of  the  wood  in  the  vicinity,  is  lefrec,  or 
poisonous.  There  are  mines  of  sea  coal  in  tho  cliffs  adjoin- 
ing the  town,  but  the  natives  prefer  wood  for  hring. 

The  chastity  of  the  females  generaHy  of  Talcahuano,  is 
at  a  very  low  ebb;  their  conversation  is  gross  and  ignorant^ 
and  their  manners  the  most  impudent  and  impertinent;  yet 
they  are  courteous,  and  full  of  compliment. 

In  this  place  there  are  many  pulquerias,  and  agua  ardiente 
is  vended  at  the  greater  part  of  the  private  houses — thuv; 
making  them  public  ones.  Her«  also  the  fandangos  fiourisih 
es.  This  dance,  like  the  Italian  Bolera^  always  imraodcst.., 
•is  here  intolerably  so.  I  do  not  know  swhat  one  of  my  vir* 
tuous  countrywomen  would  do,  witliout  it  were  to  fly  them 
as  quick  as  possible,  were  she  to  be  at  once  usliered  into  a 
iandangos-housc  among  the  Chilian  fomales,  many  of  wli®m 
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arc  mere  cJuidier),  to  sec  them  partakln<^  in,  or  dcii^riini;;  {» 
^c  spectators  of,  tins  odious  dance,  smoking  their  stuall  ])a» 
jpcr  cigars  (ci^arros),  and  sippjn;;  mestiUa  or  a^rua  ardicntc. 
•  The  skins  oi'  rats,  and  ol'  a  small  animal  called  the  guanos, 
serve  the  Chilians  lor  tol9acco-j)oii(;!ies.  After  bein^  cured, 
they  are  handsomely  painted  witli  fiirures  of  men,  of  beasts, 
and  of  bird?.  They  contain  a  little  silv«ror  horn  tinder- 
box,  with  the  llint  and  steel  attached  ;  the  tphacco  is  already 
minced,  and  t!ie|;c  arc  small  slips  of  writing  paper  witliin  for 
tlic  makipg  of  cigar-^.  The  greater  part  of  the  inha- 

bitants of  this  country,  of  both  sexes,  smoke  cigars.  The  to- 
bacco they  use  is  mild,  and  comes  mostly  from  Lower  Peru. 

In  many  of  the  Chilian  ports  and  inland  towns,  English 
and  American  subjects  have  domiciled.  In  Valparaiso,  there 
are  more  than  20  foreigners  keeping  tavern  ;  there  arc  two 
at  Coquimbo,  and  3  at  Talcahuano.  Tliey  arc,  gent-rally 
speaking,  a  knavish  set  of  men,  and  arc  not  backward  in  de- 
frauding their  countrymen ;  M:ho,  unsuspicious,  frequent  their 
lioiiscs  \n  jiircfcrence  to  the  Chilian  pulqueria?,  where  their 
Janguage  is  not  spoken.  i  have  often,  in  the  U.  States, 

heard  foreigners  reviling  their  own  countrymen,  the  kcepcr» 
oi'  boarding-houses  and  taverns,  upon  this  same  account,  and 
recounting  how  much  better  thev  had  been  used  at  the 
houses  of  the  natives.  Presuming  thf^t  it  v.ill  not  be  consi- 
dered irrelevant,  I  will  here  relate  an  anecdote  respecting 
aiyself.  Landing,  some  years  since,  at  the  city  of  Calais, 
in  France,  I  accidentally  met  with  old  acquaintances  of  my 
father's  in  a  Mr.  Potts  and  his  wife,  then  keeping  an  hotel  in 
the  said  place.  ,  After  they  had  harangued  for  some  time 
upon  the  close  intimacy  that  had  ever  existed  between  our 
connections,  and  how  often  they  had  partaken  of  the  hospi- 
tality of  my  fathers  board  ;  they  concluded  with  inviting  me 
<o  their  house  to  board  and  to  lodge  ;  assuring  me  that  it 
should  be  the  cheapest,  and  mas  the  best,  place  of  accoin,- 
modation  m  the  town.  I  lived  v.ith  them  nearly  a  month, 
and,  for  friendship's  sake  I  suppose,  they  charged  mc  twentjjn 
irancs  p^r  week — the  common  price,  in  French  houses,  be- 
ing fourteen.  Returning  to  Calais  sometime  afterwards,  it 
isj  needless  to  add,  that  the  •'•recollection  of  the  former  inti- 
macy that  had  subsisted  between  our  families,"  only  led  me 
a  league  farther  from  Mr.  Pott's  hoiise  ;  and,  at  a  Madame 
Vjschers,  I  met  v/itlisu])/jnor  poiitenet^^aBd  accommodation 
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^t  the  rate  of  12  francs  per  week.  I  should  conceive 

that  it  would  be  best  for  tho>e  foreigners  landing  in  South 
America,  to  seek  entertainment  at  the  houses  of  the  natives*. 

Of  the  three  foreign  tavern-keepers  inTalcahuano,  one  is 
an  Englishman,  aud  the  other  two  arc  from  the  U.  States — 
from  New  Bedford,  I  believe.  They  are  not  only  all  mar- 
ried to  native  women,  but  havft  become^  or  pretend  to  be, 
Roman  Catholics.  The  greater  proportion  of  the  foreigu 
keepers  of  pulquerias  in  Valparaiso,  once  Protestants,  have 
followed  their  notable  example.  Hymen's  rites  here,  have 
worked  a  double  change — these  persotls  have  become  at 
once  married  tnen  and  I^apists, 

Talcahuano  has  been  oiuch  famed  for  lis  noble  defence 
against  the  royal  army,  commanded  by  General  Sanchez,  in 
conjunction  witli  the  troops  of  Benevldes.  The  patriots  ■\Verc 
commanded  by  Don  Ramon  Freyre.  In  crossing  the  plain?; 
of  Talcahuano  with  a  Spaniard  present  at  the  engagement, 
be  pointed  out  the  various  burial  places  6f  the  royalist  slain, 
the  only  meriiento  of  their  wretched  fate  being  a  little  cross 
of  lath,  carelessly  stuck  into  the  ground.  Neither  San- 

chez or  Osorio  took  any  means  to  conciliate  the  people  of 
this  povince  ;  and  the  possession  of  a  hands9me  wife,  or 
daughter,  generally  Insured  a  domiciliary  visit  from  these 
generals,  or  from  their  officers  ;  while  the  jlaming  cottages, 
the  ruined  fields,  villages  deserted  and  cattle  straying,  seem- 
ed to  show  that  might  prevailed  over  right,  and  that  this 
beautiful  and  once  peaceful  country,  had  become  the  scene 
of  warfare  ; — of  a  war,  than  which,  there  never  was  one 
rhorc  sanguinary,  not  excepting  the  blood-stained  fields  of 
Venezuela  ;  conducted,  on  the  one  part,  to  uphold  an  imbe- 
cile king  and  slavish  despotism,  and,  on  the  other,  to  give  an 
whole  people  freedom,  and  to  conquer  those  rights  and  pri- 
vileges to  which  they,  in  common  with  all  the  universe,  are 
entitled — which  rights  and  which  privileges,  they  are  at 
length  in  possession  of. 

During  our  stay  at  Talcahuano,  I  twice  visited  Conception', 
it  is  9  miles  distant,  and  there  are  two  roads  leading  to  it* 
The  southern  road  is  mountainous  and  somewhat  dangerou?, 
as  frequent  robberies,  and  even  mnrders,  are  committed  on 
it  by  soldiers  and  others.  Conception  is  a  magnificent  place, 
and  I  presume  the  second  in  size  in  Chlh*.  In  1822,  its  in- 
fiab}tant-,  ^vore  paid  to  amoMot  to  20,000  sou?^.     This  city  i? 
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very  ancient,  li.ivini;'  been  founded  by  ilid  fust  L'on(]iicror.s  (« 
resist  the  ravai;es  ol"  the  Arniicanians  ;  iVoni  whose  country 
it  is  separated  by  tlic  river  Bio  Bio.  It  has  been  more  than 
once  de:^;tro\cd  by  those  Inchans,  benijj;  very  poorly  calrii- 
lated  for  del'erice.  I  should  say  that  iVoni  north  to  south, 
Conception  is  probably  four  miles  in  length;  its  extreinR 
width  does  not  exceed  two  miles.  The  streets,  intersect injj; 
eacii  other  at  right  ar:o;les,  are  wide,  but  m  ithout  pavements. 
Th.e  houses,  principally  of  two  stories,  are  built  of  brick. 

There  are  SG\ en  stupendous  stone  churches  in  Concej.- 
tion,  which  were,  till  lately,  extremely  rich  ;  but  these  sanc- 
tuaries, always  respected  by  the  Spaniards  and  Revolution- 
ists in  their  contests,  were  given  ui)  to  the  unrestrained 
pillage  of  the  Indians,  in  the  last  attack  of  Benevides.  There 
j:5  a  line  hospital  in  this  place. 

In  the  centre  of  the  town  is  the  phza  trrundc,  or  public 
square;  on  which,  stands  the  Governor's  house;  the  bar- 
racks ;  a  huge  pile  of  ruins  (once  a  church,  but  destroyed  by 
JBencvides);  and  the  market.  The  latter  was  abundantly 
stocked  with  meats  and  vegetables,  and  was  so  j)lentifullj 
supplied  with  fruit,  as  to  sell  it  cheaper  than  in  any  other 
part  of  Chili  that  I  had  seen.  For  a  medios  (61  cents),  we 
bought  more  graj)cs  than  a  handkerchief  would  contain, 
with  as  many  apples  as  we  chose  to  carry  away.  The 
t*<)st  cf  wine  is  but  5  cents  a  boltle,  and  cider,  agua  ardientr^ 
and  mestilla,  are  equally  reasonable.  I  cannot  perhaps 

convey  a  clearer  idea  of  the  cheapness  of. provisions  in  Con- 
ception,- than  by  describing  a  dinner  which  myself  and  con>- 
panioiis  partook  of  whilst  at  this  place.  ^Ve  had  left  word 
at  a  tavern  in  the  market-place  that  we  should  return  to 
dine  at  3  o'clock ;  and  our  repast  consisted  of  boiled  fowl, 
stewed  mutton,  soup,  baked  bacon,  do.  beans,  boiled  cabbage 
and  fish,  with  bread,  cheese,  butter,  stewed  eggs,  and  3  bot- 
tles of  wine:   the  landlord's  charge  was  but  10  cents  each! 

Jj  prdpos — in  the  dressing  of  Eggs,  how  dill'erently  do  the 
French,  the  Brazilian,  Chilian,  and  Virginian  manage  it. 
J\lonsicui'  boils  his  eggs  Ar/rJ,  and  their  exteriors  are  frequent- 
fy  stained  of  divers  colours;  a  Brazilian  w'ill  take  them 
boiled  hard  also,  and  mince  them  in  a  dish  with  vinegar, 
mustard,  pepper, salt,  sweet  oil,  and  wine  cf  Ojiorto;  whilst 
the  Chilian  bi'eaks  his  In  boiling  water,  adds  thereto  onion. 
:<utter,  carrot,  and  Cayenne,  and  in  a.<^owo  devours  them;  tho 
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Virginian  method  of  cooking  Eggs  it  i^  probable  the  reader 
13  acquainted  with,  and  needs  not  to  be  mentioned. 

In  the  province  of  Conception  wheat  is  so  plentiful,  that 
one  may  purchase  6  loaves  of  bread  for  a  quartelos  (3  cents). 
To  cleanse  the  wheat  of  chalf  and  dust,  it  is  thrown,  by 
shovels-full,  in  the  air,  when  the  wind  takes  off  the  unfit 
particles.  Many  of  the  wassos,  for  want  of  flour  mills, 
pound  their  wheat  in  stone  mortars.  The  sacks,  in  which 
they  transport  it  from  place  to  place,  and  indeed  most  things 
else,  are  made  of  hide,  and  hold  an  arroba,  or  25  pounds. 

A  large  proportion  of  this  city  is  so  completely  embower- 
ed in  orchards  of  peach  and  cherry  trees,  that,  at  a  distance, 
the  houses  are  scarcely  percejUible.  Orange  and  lemon 
trees  are  commoti  in  the  gardens,  but  the  fruit  is  much 
smaller  and  not  so  luscious,  as  in  the  more  sultry  climate  of 
Peru*     Mulberry  and  White  Cinnamon  trees  grow  here. 

The  principal  street  in  Conception  is  almost  wholly  taken 
up  with  stores,  for  the  most  part  occupied  by  tailors,  shoe- 
makers or  silversmiths.  In  the  shop  of  a  tailor,  that  I  en- 
tered, they  asked  5  dollars  for  a  white  jean  waistcoat,  and 
50  dollars  for  a  superfme  blue  coat.  At  a  shoemaker's,  $4 
for  a  pair  of  shoes  ;  the  leather  but  half  tanned,  and  the 
workmanship  very  indifferent.  At  the  silversmiths',  gold 
and  silver  trinkets,  all  unhandsome  patterns,  were  as  cheap 
as  similar  articles  in  the  United  States.  There  are  rich 

mines  of  gold  in  the  vicinity  of  Conception,  but  from  want 
of  machinery  for  clearing  the  water,  many  of  the  most  valu- 
able have  been  abandoned.  Mining  is  an  unhealthy  and 
dangerous  business,  and  the  wages  of  the  workmen  very 
precarious ;  they  arc  generally  rewarded  according  to  the 
quantity  of  mineral  collected.  Quarries  of  Porphyry  are 
found  near  the  city. 

There  were  600  soldiers  in  Conception  at  the  time  I  vi- 
sited it,  and  some  few  days  previous,  400  men  had  been 
despatched  to  garrison  the  town  of  Arauco,  then  lately  cap- 
tured. The  soldiers  of  Conception,  on  perceiving  strangers 
in  the  town,  voluntarily  make  a  tender  of  their  services  to 
«hew  the  places  this  happened  to  me  and  my  companions. 
We  had  great  trouble  to  shake  these  fellows  oflf,  and  were 
not  able  to  do  so  until  we  had  plentifully  supplied  them 
with  wific  and  with  cigars.  The  military  band  consisted 
of  but  two  or  three  pmall  drunas.  and  as  many  fifes. 
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I  h;d]  the  ])lcasuro  ol' seeing  the  head  of  the  noted  piraff 
Bcncvidfs.  ;it  thi5  city.  It  was  secured  on  tlic  lop  ol"  a  Jii<i;h 
pole,  w;:>  it)C)lviiiir  towards  Araucnnia  (tlie  scene  of  his  num- 
erous cruelties,  and  tiio  present  ah!(hi]<^-placc  of  his  maraud- 
ers), and  presented  a  most  ghastly  appearance.  A  smaH 
hody  of  soldiers  arc  found  necessary  to  guard  it,  as  the  Ir> 
<iians  have  twice  endeavoured  to  possess  theniKclvcs  of  it. 

Somctiuic  previous  to  his  death,  unexpectedly,  and  in  the 
dead  of  night,  lie  attacked  and  made  himself  master  of  Cen- 
cepticn.  The  inhabitants  massacred,  churches  pillaged, 
liouscs  demolished,  and  females  ravished,  were  the  fruits  of 
Ills  short  sojourn.  He  destroyed  nearly  one  ha/f  of  thie 
rich,  populous,  and  ancient  city,  and  returned  to  his  woods 
by  a  road,  6  or  7  feet  wide,  and  now  called  by  liis  name, 
which  he  cut  up  a  steep  and  almost  inaccessible  mountain} 
and,  for  which  ex[)loif,  he  obtained  the  very  honorable  ap- 
pellation of  El  Diablo  Inferno!     The  Infernal  Devil. 

At  Conception  I  became  acquainted  with  one  of  the  Gc- 
vernor's*  aid-de-camps.  He  was  from  Liverpool,  England, 
and  appeared  to  be  w  ell-informed  in  Chilian  affairs.  By  him 
I  was  introduced  to  a  Mr.  C*****,  a  British  merchant,  an 
English  carpenter,  and  an  Irish  sawyer;  and  these,  with 
a  Connecticut  youth  belonging  to  the  sealing  brig  Hersilia. 
a  Frenchman,  cook  to  the  governor,  and  an  Irish  colonel  in 
the  Chilian  pay,  were,  I  presume,  the  only  foreigners  at  this 
time  resident  at  Conception.  The  carpenter  com[)]ained 

much  of  the  want  of  foreign  mech[>nies  at  the  city,  of  his 
own  profession  particularly,  as  well  as  blacksmiths.  Al- 
though he  had  amassed  considerable  money,  liaving  l)een  in 
Conception  sntic  years,  lie  told  me  that  he  was  not  happy, 
and  that  lie  longed  unceasingly  to  return  to  his  friends  and 
to  his  native  country.  The  Irish  sawyer  spoke  some- 

w  hat  differently.  He  was  a  free  and  ingenuous  fellow,  and 
declared  himself  as  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  ag}ia  ardl- 
entc  of  Chili,  as  the  wkiskey  of  Old  Ireland;  that,  although 
ho  had  cast  awav  the  shillelah.  lie  still  retained  the  remem* 
brance  of  the  shamrock  ;  and,  possessing  an  Hibernian's 
]it;art,  he  Avould  drink  to  the  downfall  of  tyranny  and  i^r/wifo 
hni<rh  (Ireland  for  ever),  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  and,  that  in 
death,  he  bclic\ed  he  should  sleep  as  securely  in  (he  vale  of 
Conception,  as  under  the  green  sward  of  Casltel. 

'"  This  Governor  wns  llic  defendpr  of  Talcahuano.  and  is  now  Pnpremc  Di  ' 
r^c(or  of  CLili,     lie  is  muiJle  D^cd.  and  possesses  considerable  lalcut. 
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He  liad  but  one  regret,  and  that  he  considered  an  import- 
ant one,  viz  :— '•  the  difference  in  dancinir  at  Conception  and 
Belfast  !^' 

The  inhabitants  of  Conception  are  hospitable,  have  no 
pride,  and  are  fond  of  strangers.  This  city  abounds  in  prosti- 
tutes, fandangos  and  priests;  the  former  are  very  abandoned, 
and  the  latter  are  the  occasion  of  it.  A  handsome  gui- 

tar might  he  bought  here  for  fifty  cents,  and  a  violin  for  $1: 
the  strings  w«re  of  sheep's  gut.  Almost  every  descrip- 

tion of  foreign  mechanics,  would  meet  with  employment  at 
Conception,  and  the  Avages  are  generally  three  dollars  per 
day,  payable  every  night.  Carpenters,  millwrights,  coopers, 
j^ainters,  blacksmiths,  hatters,  tailors,  shoemakers,  tinmen, 
masons,  and  bakers,  are  most  required;  and,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  assert,  that  should  persons  understanding  either  of 
these  trades  double  Cape  Horn,  they  would  find  employment 
at  any  port  of  note  on  the  coasts  of  Chili  or  Peru. 

Talcahuano  is  but  four  degrees  to  windward  of  Valpa- 
raiso. Between  it  and  the  latter  there  are  five  ports,  viz: 
AsTiLLERo,  Navidad,  Topolcama,  Moulle,  and  St.  Antonio- 
They  are  but  little  frequented. 

Having  brought  the  reader  back  again  to  Valparaiso,  I 
will  wow,  if  he  pleases,  conduct  him  to  the  lee  ports  of  Chili. 

The  first  port  to  leeward  of  Valparaiso,  is  Quintero;  b^ 
low  which,  Herradura  and  Papudo  present  themselves. 
They  are  places  of  no  trade. 

The  Bay  of  Tongoy  is  about  2i  degrees  below  Valpa- 
raiso. It  is  greatly  resorted  to  in  the  months  of  June,  July, 
and  August,  by  whaleships,  in  pursuit  of  Right  Whales. 
This  bay  is  large,  and  although  the  water  is  deep  at  the  an- 
chorage, yet,  at  times,  it  is  so  clear  that  the  anchor 
my  be  plainly  discerned  on  the  bottom.  The  shipping  lie 
about  200  yards  from  the  shore.  Tiie  country  around  is 
very  mountainous  j  yei,  in  the  back  ground,  the  magnificent 
Andes  tower  above  all.  At  the  foot  of  the  hilis  around 
the  margin  of  the  bay,  are  three  small  towns,  called  Tongoy,, 
Razos,  and  Tongo.  Numerous  flocks  and  herds  graze  upon 
the  herbage  of  the  mountains,  which  are  entirely  destitute 
of  wood.  The  shores  of  the  bay  are  covered  with  right- v/iiale 
carcases,  emitting  a  putrid  effluvia,  and  ailordiog  sustenance 
io  hundreds  of  wild  dogs  and  turkey  buzzards.  On  a  lofty 
hill,  to  the  westward  of  the  ai^borage,  the  whalers'   have 
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iv^tablishcd  a  look-uut  hoii^c  ;  antl,  duriDg  tlic  ita^oiu  a  luau 
is  stationed  there  daily.  VVlien  he  descries  a  whale,  lie 
hoists  a  llajT;,  and  the  boats  immediately  juit  oil  from  the 
ship>  ia  pursuit.  i3n  Sundays,  at  the  loot  ot"  this  hill,  a  sort 
ol"  lair  is  held;  the  country  people  assembling  to  sell  their 
spirits,  moats,  and  veii;ctablcs  to  the  shipping. 

Thirty  miles  to  leovvard  ot  Tongoy,  stands  the  city  of  Co- 
QuiMHo;  which  is  100  miles  distant  from  St.  Jago,  and  about 
200  tVom  V^ilparaiso.  The  town  (probably  the  most  plea- 
sant in  Chili)  is  situated  at  the  loot  of  a  lofty  range  of  hills, 
and  about  2  miles  from  the  sea.  It  is  impossible  for  vessels 
to  anchor  opposite  the  city,  or  for  boats  to  land  ;  as  tin;  bay, 
here,  is  conijjletely  exposed  to  northerly  wuids,  and  a  heavy 
surf  continually  beats  upon  the  shore  ;  but  they  lind  a  se- 
cure haven  at  the  bay's  southern  extremity — a  range  of  hills 
that  jut  far  out  to  sea,  aHording  a  safe  and  commodious  har- 
bour. The  water  here  is  so  bold,  that  vessels  frequently 
anchor  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore,  and  are  some- 
times moored' to  the  rocks. 

In  front  of  the  landing-place  at  the  Port  of  Co(juirabo, 
stands  a  small  fort,  mounting  4  pieces  of  cannon;  and,  among 
the  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  on  commanding  posi- 
tions, a  few  more  are  mounted.  The  garrison  of  the  fort 
consisted  of  about  100  soldier;^.  Their  dress  was  of  white 
cotton,  and  their  pay  but  12  cents  per  day, 

The  iiouscs  here,  or  more  properly,  the  huts,  are  wretch- 
ed buildings  indeed;  they  are  neither  proof  against  wind  or 
rain:  I  presume  their  number  does  not  exceed  150.  Their 
roofs  are  covered  Avith  llags,  and  pieces  of  plank  are  laid 
upon  these  to  prevent  them  from  being  blown  away:  the 
sides  of  the  houses  arc  thatched  with  the  same  mat&rials. 
In  the  furniture, — if  a  couple  of  ox-hide  chests  (which  serve 
the  quadruple  purpose  of  cupboard,  wardrobe,  chair  and 
table),  a  small  looking-glass,  a  wooden  crucifix,  a  mat  to 
squat,  or  repose  upon,  with  a  gourd,  or  drinking  utensil,  can 
be  so  called, — these  huts  diffei-  but  little  from  each  other. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Port,  have  a  method  oi'  nailing  ox-hidc 
on  their  doors;  as,  also,  in  time  of  rain,  of  spreading  hides 
over  the  roofs  of  their  houses.  The  dress  of  both  men  and 
-women  here,  is  extremely  wretched.  The  inhabitants  arc 
principally  Indians,  and  obtain  a  scanty  subsistence  by  fishing. 

The  Chilian?  n(    this  place,  at  Coquimho,    and  in  fact 
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Ill  most  parts  of  Chili,  are  mucli  in  want  of  glass  bottles,  kegs, 
barrels  and  casks.  As  a  substitute  for  bottles,  they  make 
use  of  bladders  and  the  skins  of  animals  ;  such  as  the  slieep, 
goat,  (S:c.  I  have  actually  known  the  Coquimbians  to  olFer, 
on  board  our  ship,  12  and  even  16  cents  for  glass  bottles,- 
S3  dollars  for  a  small  wooden  keg,  and  S20  for  a  5-barrci 
cask.  The  Chilians  hitherto  have  transported,  by  shipping, 
their  wine  and  agua  ardiente,  in  jars  of  earthenware,  from 
port  to  port.  These  jars  are  of  different  sizes,  and  contain 
Trom  40  to  100  gallons;  they  make  inconvenient  stowage, and 
in  rugged  weather,  are  very  liable  to  be  broken. 

The  city  of  Coquimbo  or  Serena,  is  9  miles  from  the  port. 
Three  sides  of  it  are  walled  in.  It  is,  on  the  sea  side,  pro- 
tected by  an  impassible  swamp,  and  to  the  eastv.  ard,  by  a 
wide  and  deep  valley,  through  which  winds  a  rapid  streau), 
called  the  Coquimbo.  The  streets  are  narrow,  bnl  are  v/ell- 
paved,  and  cross  each  other  at  right-angles.  I  never  saw  a 
town  that  had  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water, 
The  upper  part  of  the  city,  called  the  Santos  Lucci,  is  in- 
habited principally  by  Indians;  and  the  view  from  this  ele- 
vation, of  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  of  the  port,  the  sea,, 
and  the  surrounding  country,  is  very  line. 

There  are  7  churches  in  Coquimbo,  very  superbly  con- 
structed ;  their  interiors  are  enriched  witii  a  profusion  oi 
gold  and  silver  candlesticks  and  crucifixes,  Avith  images  oi 
saints,  and  paintings.  Tiie  priests  go   well   clad ;  and 

faring  sumptuously,  with  but  little  employment,  they  are 
mostly  a  fat,  lazy  race. 

There  is  a  college  of  some  literary  eminence  in  this  city^ 
containing  more  than  100  students  :  theology  and  the  exact 
sciences  are  taught  here.  It  is  an  extensive  building,  and  is 
pleasantly  situated  near  the  south  entrance  of  the  city. 

The  houses  of  the  wealthy  (and  there  are  many,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mines  of  gold  and  copper  in  the  vicinitv), 
are  the  best  buildings  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw  in  the  count !-\ . 
They  are  seldom  more  than  2  stories  in  heiglit,  have  each  h 
yard  attached,  and  retain  the  old  Moorish  custom  of  iroii 
gratings  in  front  of  the  windows  ;  which  are  covered  v.ilh 
a  profusion  of  gilt.  The  work  of  these  buildings  would 
rather  indicate  them  intended  for  places  of  defence,  than  a?r 
the  residences  of  private  gentlemen ;  tlie  walls  are  from  .'^ 
to  4  feet  in  thickness,  and  the  wood-work  proportionate^ 
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Aithoijo^li  iijimy  ol"  tlicm  arc  rloiranlly  furnisliod,  it  is  iiot 
after  the  American  manner. 

V^crmin  abound  in  the  dusly  floors  of  the  houses  of  the 
lower  classes  ;  especially  lleas,  and  others  not  to  be  named 
in  good  housewifery,  but  which  are  often  found  near  the 
j)cat  fires  in  the  bog  huts  of  Old  Ireland. 

y\t  Coquim1)0,  as  in  the  rest  of  Chili,  all  kinds  of  Eu- 
ropean commodities  are  extremely  dear ;  but  the  silks  and 
cottons  of  the  East,  from  the  fre(|uency  of  Indiamcn  visiting 
the  port,  are  not  only  cheap,  but  fashionable. 

Tiiere   arc    many   handsome   girls  at   the   city ;  but   the 
manners  of  the  most  affluent  are  contaminated,  and  the  rcso- 
utions  of  the  commonality  of  so  fhnisy  a  nature,  that  thej 
will  vanish  at  the  presentation  of  a  ribband. 

Beef,  mutton,  fowls,  vegetableg,  cheese,  butter,  milk,  and 
eggs  abound  here,  and  are  sold  at  re<^sonablc  prices.  They 
liave  a  method  of  cutting  the  beef  into  small  slices,  salting, 
and  drying  it  in  the  sun ;  it  is  then  called  jerke,  and  vast 
quantities  of  it  are  transported  to  Peru,  where  it  is  held  in 
high  esteem.  The  cheese    of  this   province  is  white, 

and  very  mdilTcrcnt,  nor  can  much  be  said  in  praise  of  the 
butter.  Eggs  are  16  for  nmcpence  ;  and  the  milk  would  be 
very  savoury,  was  it  not  vended  in  such  filthy  skins. 

The  wages  of  a  mechanic  in  Coquimbo  arc  ^3  per  day. 

A  carpenter,  a  Bostonian,  who,  about  four  years  since,  de- 
serted irom  a  ship  here — his  whole  property,  at  the  tin>e, 
the  clothes  that  covered  him,  is  married,  and  carrying  on  an 
extensive  business  at  Coquimbo.  The  elegant  house  he  re- 
sides in,  is  his  own;  and  at  the  back  of  it,  in  a  large  yard, 
he  carries  on  carpentering,  tinning,  the  business  of  a  wheel- 
wright, blacksmith,  carver  and  cooper.  He  is  an  ingenious 
man,  and  in  a  fair  way  to  realize  a  raj^id.  fortune. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  make  a  complete  holiday  of 
the  sabbath  ;  they  pilay  at  cards,  dance,  sing,  and:  visit  the 
comedios.  The  latter  is  a  jjlace  of  entertainment  in  which 
the  audience  are  amused,  by  a  single  person,  in  the  recital 
of  ludicrous  scenes  and  speeches,  accompanied  by  appro-, 
]:)riate  gesture.     The  price  of  udmittaiice  25  cents. 

At  the  schools  of  Coquimbo,  the  students  have  to  recite 
patriotic  speeches,  as  well  as  extempore  poetry  and  pro- 
verbs ;  and  as  these  performances  are  often  witnc^c^'d  by 
'he  citizens,  they  excite  to  emulation. 
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I  had  pointed  out  to  mc,  whilst  at  Coquimbo,  several  old- 
Spaniards  who  were  unfriendly  to  the  existing  order  oL' 
things;  they  were  said  to  amount  to  500,  and  were  under  a 
kind  of  military  surveillance.  They  plainly  shewed,  by 
their  morose  looks  and  slovenly  appearance,  that  the  reign 
of  their  Beloved  Ferdinand  had  ceased  to  exist  here — that 
the  road  to  Fortune  was  no  longer  by  the  oppression  of  Chi- 
lians, but  that  the  fickle  Goddess  was  only  to  be  won  by  the 
exertion  of  their  individual  abilities. 

The  country  around  Coquimbo  is  destitute  of  wood,  and 
the  mountains  with  which  it  is  encompassed,  are  completely 
sterile  as  to  shrubs,  flowers,  or  herbage,  but  abound  in  the 
copper  mineral ;  great  quantities  of  which  arc  exported  to 
the  U.  States,  and  to  the  indies.  The  copper  is  cast  at  the 
mines  into  pigs  of  1  cwt.  and  upwards,  and  thws,  one  on  each 
side  of  a  mule,  it  is  conveyed  to  the  Port  for  embarkation. 
The  copper  mines  are  9  miles  from  the  city.  In  Coquimbo 
there  are  three  manufactories  for  working  the  copper  into 
sheets,  and  for  the  construction  of  household  utensils  of  this 
metal :  the  manufacture  of  the  latter  was  very  indifferent. 
At  their  forges  they  made  use  of  circular  bellows,  of  curious 
construction  ;  their  fires  were  of  charcoal. 

The  only  trees  that  I  saw  at  Coquimbo,  were  of  the  fruit 
kind.  There  are  cocoa-nut  trees  (the  fruit  is  not  larger 
than  an  English  walnut),  lemon,  orange,  lime,  fig,  apple  and 
peach  trees.  Figs  here  are  more  plentiful  and  cheap  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Chili — they  are  but  5  dollars  per  sack  ; 
walnuts  and  almonds,  3  do. ;  peaches,  1  shilling  per  bushel ; 
apples,  sixpence  do. ;  and  grapes,  at  the  rate  of  20  bunches 
for  6  cents.  The  Chilians  preserve  many  of  their  fruits, 

and  dried  apples  and  peaches,  or  butter  made  from  cither,  is 
very  common.  The  inhabitants  arc  adepts  in  the  making  ot 
pastry  of  various  kinds,  wliich  they  call  dukes. 

In  the  province  of  Coquimbo  there  are  quarries  of  marble, 
of  many  colours.  Precious  stones  are  also  found,  amono- 
which  are  agates,  emeralds,  amethysts,  rubies  and  sapphires. 
Alabaster,  rock  chrystal  and  quartz  abound  in  this  district. 

As  I  before  said,  tlie  harp,  guitar  and  violin,  arc  the  prin- 
cipal musical  instruments  of  Chili.  Persons  of  both  sexe=. 
and  of  every  class,  finger  the  guitar  with  groat  taste,  and  ac^ 
company  the  instrument  with  their  voice.  Their  tunes  are 
pnnripally  soft  and  plaintive:  and  as  their  singins:  :s  rccorp- 
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j)anio(l  hy  ap])ro|)rlatc  nclioii.  it  is  exfrcuielj  iiilereshiig. 
rii€  soul  enlivciiirijr  music  of  our  bands,  would  but  ill  suit 
tlio  amorous  Clulian  ;  and  when  the  musicians  oi' the  Frank- 
iin  went  on  nhofe  at  Valparaiso  with  the  marine?,  to  excr- 
cko,  the  inhabitants  manifested  but  little  curiosity.  Although 
tlm  subject  of  the  Chilian  sonj^s  c:cncrallv'  relate  to  love,  jet 
they  have  many  of  the  patriotic  kind,  which  breathe  a 
lervour  scarcely  to  be  surpassed.  Tlie  ^erpe  subjoined,  be- 
longs to  one  of  their  most  adnsired  sonj^.s ;  it  was  composed 
by  a  lawyer  at  Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  naaie  of  Lopez.  It  i^ 
universally  suno;  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  Chili;  and,  as 
at  the  former  city^  "  it  is  taught  in  schooli  as  an  essential 
part  of  the  education  of  youth."' 


aijVTo  I. 

Oid.  mortales  el  ^nto  sngrndo, 
liibertad.  libcrlad,  libtrlad  ; 
Oid,  el  riiido  de  rotas  cadcnas 
Ved  en  trono,  a  la  noble  in^ualdad 
Se  levant:i  en  la  fnz  de  la  tierra, 
Una  niievn  gloriosa  iiacioD, 
Corcnndos  de  sii  sicucJe  laurcles, 
if  a  su  plantas,  rendido  tin  iion. 

(^'ORC. 

?ean  efcrnos  los  ianreies, 
Que  snpimas  conse<i;i)ir. 
Coronadoa  de  g-loria  vivarnos, 
O  jiiremos,  con  gloria  uiorir. 
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Hear.  O  moifal*  !   tbe  sacred  ftbouls 
Of  liberty,  liberty,  liberty  ; 
Hear  the  sound  of  brnUen  cbaine, 
Prliold  equality  entlironcd  ; 
lU'liold  in  llio  face  of  day  arising', 
A  new  and  pflnrions  nation. 
Her  brows  a»c  crowned  with  Iaure'1 
A  vanqiihliM  lion  al  Ker  feet. 

Chorus. 

Dc  ciprnal  the  latirels 
We  have  dared  to  win  ; 
(rown'd  with  glory  let  Os  live. 
Or,  with  gJory,  swear  to  die." 


•'  Tiie  air  is  somewhat  slow,  yet  bold  and  expressive;"  an^ 
when  issuing  from  the  lips  of  a  beautiful  woman,  one  forgets" 
Jhediilcrence  in  language,  of  country,  though  not  of  cause  ; 
he  feels,  in  an  instant,  the  sympathetic;  glow,  and  his  heart 
beats  in  unison  with  her  patriotism. 

Before  leaving  this  place,  I  must  not  omit  mentioning  the 
Lavadcros  of  Andaccll  ;  they  are  distant  from  Coquimbo 
about  40  miles.  Th.c  ttwn  of  Andacol!  stands  in  a  handsome 
valley.  The  greatest  scarcity  which  is  felt  here,  is  that  ol' 
water ;  and  mucii  more  of  the  precious  mineral  might  be 
♦obtained,  was  there  a  suflicient  supply  of  this  necessary  ar- 
ticle. The  cliurches  of  Andacoll  are  the  richest  in  Chili ; 
yet,  althotigh  strongly  built,  but  little  can  be  said  in  favor  of 
the  beaiil/  cf  the  architecture.     There  is  in  one  of  these. 
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an  Image,  representin^f^  a  female,  and  called  La  Se?iora  iU 
Imtrisima  de  ^ndacoll — The  illustrious  Lady  of  Andacoll. 
She  is  celebrated  throui^hout  Chili,  and  is  said  to  be  encased 
in  virgin  gold,  and  covered  with  an  exuberance  of  precious 
stones.  The  tradition  respecting  this  personage,  and  whq 
may  be  called  the  "  Presiding  Deity"  of  Andacoll  (as  even 
the  Virgin  Mary  hefself  is  eclipsed),  is  curious,  and  worthy 
these  superstitious  people.  It  is  asserted  that,  "  in  olden 
time,"  some  Indians  digging  in  the  spot  on  which  the  church 
now  stands,  struck  upon  this  image.  Although  but  3  feet  in 
height,  it  was  found  "  too  weighty"  to  be  conveyed  any  dis* 
tance,  and  as  this  was  considered  ominous,  it  was  determined 
to  let  the  lady  remain  where  found,  and  to  erect  a  splendid 
sanctuary  over  her.  Every  day  adds  to  her  riches,  as  the 
superstition  of  all  classes  leads  them  to  be  continually  sending 
their  voluntary  contributions  to  decorate  La  Senora  illustri- 
sima  de  Andacoll.  The  Chilians  I  beheve  have  no  certain 
(♦riteria  to  determine  how,  or  when,  or  by  whom,  this  lady 
came  to  be  deposited  here ;  but  it  is  tiotorious,  that  neither 
Esculapius  or  Dr.  Rush  understood  the  healing  art  so  per- 
fectly, or  had  so  many  votaries,  as  does  this  illustrious  lady  ; 
and  the  lame,  the  halt,  the  dumb,  and  the  blind,  are  con- 
vinced they  will  find  a  perfect  cure  in  a  visit  to  Andacoll; 
Bor  do  the  wealthy  or  the  indigent,  living  within  many  miles 
©f  this  place,  expect  a  blessing  upon  their  endeavours,  with- 
out once  in  their  life-time,  at  least,  "ganging  awa'  tull  the 
kirk  o'  Andacoll,"  as  a  Scotchman  used  to  express  it.  This 
is  the  Mecca  and  the  Juggernaut  of  Northern  Chili ;  and  at 
the  annual  feast,  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Coquimbo 
journey  hither,  and  are  here  met  by  persons  from  every 
part  of  the  country. 

The  Lavaderos  are  places  producing  an  earth  from  which 
a  considerable  quantity  of  gold  is  extracted  by  agitating  it 
in  water.  It  is  said  that  "the  ground  at  Andacoll  is  creative; 
as,  though  the  lavaderos  have  been  worked  30  years,  they 
produce  mineral  in  as  great  quantities  as  ever."  The  poor 
mhabitants  of  Coquimbo,  after  a  heavy  rain,  frequently  go  to 
Andacoll,  for  a  few  days,  in  search  of  gold. 

We  will  now  take  leave  of  Caquimbo,  renowned  through- 
out Chili,  for  the  respectability,  opulence,  politeness  and  ge- 
nerosity of  its  mhabitants,  and  bending  our  course  still  to  lee- 
ward, the  first  port  that  presents  itself  to  our  view,  will  be 

r» 
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that  of  HiASCo.  It  i»  n  place  of  ])ijt  little  trade,  and  tht 
only  thlni(  that  invites  shipping  into  its  spacious  bay,  is  the 
rheapnc  >-  and  goodness  of  the  copper  n'ith  which  its  hills 
abound.  It  also  furnishes  fruits,  and  some  iiio-wood  for  the 
southern  Chilian  ports.  I  believe  the  inhabitants  do  not 
amount  to  3000.  Huasco  is  situated  one  dc<];rce  below  Co- 
quimbo,  and  has  a  very  niountanioufi  road  to  the  latter  place, 
■which  has  been  ridden  on  horseback,  in  two  dajs. 

The  Port  of  CoriAPO  is  11  degrees  to  leeward  of  Huasco. 
Copiapo  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  river,  and  probably  con- 
tains 5000  inhabitants.  Fruits,  especially  the  iig,  arc  pro- 
duced in  gi'cat  quantities  here. 

Turquoises,  load-stone  and  lapis  lazuli  are  found  in  the 
environs  of  this  city  :  the  latter  the  inhabitants  esteem  as  of 
no  value.  "Forty  leagues  south-east  of  Copiapo,  sulphur  is 
procured  (in  veins  about  2  ft.  wide),  in  a  state  so  pure,  as  to 
require  no  refining."  The  country  around  the  town  is 

mountainous  ;  the  vallies  are  very  fertile.  There  is  a  good 
road  across  the  Andes  from  Copiapo  to  the  town  of  Rioja. 
in  the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata. 

This  province  abounds  in  mines  of  iron,  tin,  lead,  copper 
and  silver.  Several  elegant  dyes,  especially  browns  and 
blues,  are  extracted  froii  the  shrubs  and  plants  of  this  dis- 
trict; and,  it  is  said,  the  colors  will  last  as  long  as  the  material. 

Port  Negra,  the  most  northerly  I  conceive  in  Chili,  some- 
thing less  than  a  degree  to  leeward  of  Copiapo,  is  a  place  of 
minor  importance,  and  has  no  trade. 

With  this  place.  I  finish  the  description  of  the  ChihaB 
Ports.  It  is  presumed  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
in  the  high  southern  latitudes  between  Valdivia  and  Cape 
Horn,  which,  if  inhabited  at  all,  arc  peopled  by  the  Huillichc 
Indians,  and  are  of  but  little  importance,  they  have  all  been 
mentioned.  The  4  grand  ports  of  Chili,  are  those  of  Val- 
divia, Talcahuano,  Valparaiso  and  Coquimbo.  The  coast  of 
Chili  is  in  general  stormy,  and  the  shore  rocky.  Of  the 
rivere  that  water  this  country,  "  123  take  their  source  in  the 
Andes;  .02  of  which  communicate  directly  with  the  sea. 
Several  of  these  rivers  are  navigable  for  ships  of  Uie  line.'* 
In  the  north  of  Chili,  it  rains  but  seldom;  but  when  it  does, 
it  descends  in  torrents.  Refreshing  dews  falling  in  the  night 
upon  the  plains,  with  dense  fogs,  which  are  dispersed  by  the 
tBorniog  sun^.gerve  all  the  purposes  of  rain.     The  Spanisfe 
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.ianguage  is  spoken  in  Chili;  it  is  learned  and  melodious, 
and  I  presume  easy  of  attainment.  The  Religion  is  Roman 
Catholic.  Four  native  animals  are  found,  in  great  quanti- 

ties, on  the  Chilian  Cordillera ;  they  are  called  the  Lama, 
Alpaca,  Guanaco  and  Vicuna.  The  first  is  used  as  an  animal 
of  burden,  and  its  flesh  is  said  to  be  equal  to  mutton,  whilsi; 
the  three  last  aiford  the  most  valuable  woods. 

We  will  now  return  to  Valparaiso,  and  to  my  joining  the 
Whaleshlp  Improvement.  As  I  have  before  said,  we  went 
to  sea  on  the  day  that  I  shipped,  and  were  bound  to  the 
coast  of  Peru — a  noted  coast  fo^'  Sperm.  Whales.  It  is  com- 
mon, at  sea,  for  two  whale  ships  to  consort  in  the  taking  of 
whales,  and  the  Improvement  was,  at  this  time,  mated  with 
the  Parnasso,  of  New  Bedford.  Two  days  after  leaving 
Valparaiso,  we  stood  into  the  Bay  of  1*ongoy  (before-men- 
tioned), to  send  letters  to  the  U.  States  by  the  whaling  ves- 
sels lying  there,  some  of  which  were  bound  home.  Leaving 
Tongoy,  we  cruised,  well-in  with  the  coast,  frequently  with- 
in sight  of  the  shore,  down  to  lat.  lO**  S.,  lying-too  each  night. 
We  were  15  days  in  reaching  this  latitude  from  Tongoy,  and 
were  now  nearly  abreast  of  the  Peruvian  city  of  Arica  ; 
which  port  we  intended  entering  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  recruit  of  wood  and  water.  In  the  16th  degree  of 
South  latitude,  the  Andes  are  said  to  be  loftier  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Ran2:e  ;  in  sailing  by  them  in  this  parallel, 
they  appeared,  like  fabled  Atlas,  to  support  the  skies.  We 
entered  the  harbour  of  Arica  on  the  31st  of  July,  1821. 

Previous  to  giving  an  account  of  this  place,  a  few  remarks 
respecting  the  situation  of  Lower  Pei;u  as  it  regards  Chih, 
will  not,  it  is  presumed^  be  deemed  unimportant. 


PERU. 

Theinhabitants  of  this  beautiful  countr}',  conquered  by 
ilia    fcroclo'.fs    Plzarro,  and   kept,    until    very   lately,    in 


oil 
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subjoctioi)  hy  the  most  bloody  dosnotisrn,  have  at  Icngtli 
biiiiit  their  shackles,  ami  attained  freedom — -a.  freedom 
i2;reater  than  that  which  they  ever  enjoyed  uinler  the  hap- 
piest reigns  of  their  Vncas.  Liberty,  like  an  overwhelming 
torrent,  carries  all  before  it,  and  the  hellish  cruelties  of  the 
demoniac  Serna,  and  hiji  counterparts  Goyncche  and  Cante- 
rac,  so  far  from  reprcssin*^,  added  fresh  fuel  to  the  blaze  of 
Peruvian  patriotism,  and  impelled,  with  reviving  strength 
and  rapidity  its  current.  The  patriot  ilag  will  ere  long  float 
from  tlie  walls  of  ancient  (^uito  to  the  sca-washod  Arica, 
and  the  shattered  reqinant  of  the  army  qf  Ferdinand  that 
still  remains,  must  bow  their  stubborn  necks  to  the  march  of 
the  Columbian  Bolivar,  or  drench  with  their  life's  blood  the 
ensanguined  vales  of  Potosi ! 

Peru  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  Upper  and  the  Lower. 
Power  Peru  is  that  tract  of  country  lying  between  the 
Western  Andes  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  extending  from 
the  Desc^rt  of  Atacama,  in  22°  S.  latitude,  to  Panama,  9® 
northward  of  the  Line.  This  country  is  far  more  sultry 
than  Chili  (the  sun  striking  it  21  degrees  to  the  northward 
of  Guayaquil),  and  it  is  by  no  means  so  agreeable  a  resid- 
ence, or  so  healthy.  Nature,  in  separating  Peru  from 
Chili  by  the  Desart  of  Atacama^  has  placed  an  impassible 
barrier  between  these  countries  ;  this  desart  being  upwards 
of  1.3  days  journey  for  a  mule,  and,  like  the  arid  sands  of 
Arabia,  producing  neither  fuel,  herbage,  shrubs  or  water; 
Yendcrmgit  impervious  to  thp  march  of  an  army.  It  is  true 
that  in  the  early  conquest  of  Chili,  an  army  was  despatched 
from  Lima,  of  some  hundred  men,  by  this  route;  but  it  was 
a  case  of  great  emergency,  and  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
conveying  both  food  and  water  for  the  men  and  animals, 
exceeded  the  transportation  of  ten  such  armies  by  the  na- 
tural route,  viz  t  by  sea,  to  Valparaiso;  not  taking  into  the 
account  the  number  of  men,  who  by  sickness  or  fatigue,  be- 
came victims  to  this  wearisome  journey. 

Arica  is  the  first  southern  port  of  importance  in  Lower 
Peru,  and  it  was  at  this  place  that  I  first  set  my  foot  ashore 
in  this  country.  It  is  a  sea-port  town,  and  stands  at  the  en- 
trance of  a  valley,  which  stretches  far  into  the  interior. 
Being  completely  enclosed  to  the  north  and  south  by  moun- 
tains, it  is  fronted  by  the  sea,  and  at  the  back  of  it,  is  the 
yalley  I  liavc  spoken  of,  which  is  bounded  by  the  loftv  Aur 
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des,  making  other  mountains  appear  like  molehills.  Oh  a 
hill  south  of  the  town,  stands  the  Observatory  ;  from  which 
vessels  are  descried  at  a  great  distance  in  clear  weather*. 
Tho  pathway  to  tiis  hill-top  is  of  such  difficult  ascent,  that 
it  excites  one's  auiizeraent  to  know  that  the  soldiere 
climb  it.  The  anchorage  at  Arica  is  not  very  good.  The 
shore  is  covered  with  innumerable  small  rocks;  and  as  the 
water  is  shallow,  with  considerable  surf,  for  100  yards  be- 
fore you  land,  with  only  one  small  place  cleared  away  for 
the  passage  of  a  boat,  the  greatest  care  is  required  to  pre- 
vent the  staving  of  it. 

At  the  time  of  our  visit,  the  town  was  in  the  possession 
of  the  Royalists;  and  the  flag  of  Spain  was  flying  at  the 
fort,  and  at  the  house  of  the  Governor.  The  fort,  if  it  could 
be  so  called,  mounted  one  crazy  32-pounder,  and  coiitained 
about  an  acre  of  ground,  surrounded  by  a  mud  wall,  about 
6  feet  in  height,  and  2  in  thickness ;  which,  in  many  places 
was  falling  to  ruin.  A  troop  of  wooden-legged  soldiery 
might  have  scaled  its  battlements,  or  a  parcel  of  old  women 
have  carried  it  by  storm.  This  fortification  had  neither  draw- 
bridge, portcullis,  curtain,  or  fosse,  and  appeared  to  be  cal- 
culated much  better  for  the  confinement  of  strayed  sheep 
and  oxen,  than  for  a  military  depot — a  fortress  to  defend 
such  an  important  place  us  Arica.  It  was  garrisoned  by 
102  wretched  looking  soldiers,  living  in  a  place  they  called 
-*'a  barrack,"  but  which,  in  reality,  Avas  no  more  or  less 
than  a  thatched  stable.  These  soldiers  were  a  dark,  savage 
looking  set  of  men,  and  their  lowering  and  suspicious  look?, 
and  unfriendly  behaviour,  presented  the  most  striking  con- 
trast to  their  brethren  of  Chili ;  who,  with  all  their  vice?, 
were  free  and  courteous.  Nor  are  these  Spanish  soldierE 
behind  their  brethren  of  Chili  in  all  acts  of  robbery  and 
villainy ;  and  are  said  to  be  by  no  means  so  brave.  Their 
tlresscs  v/ere  very  unsoldier-like.  Their  jackets  and  trowsers 
were  of  nankeen,  they  were  without  shoes  or  stockings,  and 
©n  their  heads  they  wore  large  blue  caps,  similar  to  those  of 
a  British  dragoon,  affixed  to  which  was  a  brass  plate,  with 
the  words  El  Rev  (the  king)  engraved  thereon.  Their  mus- 
kets were  from  the  Tower  of  London,  and  were  very  bright. 

After  our  ship  had  come  to  anchor,  the  captain  went  on 
shore,  and  took  me  with  him  (although  very  incompetent)  as 
interpreter,  to  state  to  the  Governor  the  objecl-  of  our  visit 
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to  thfi  port,  viz  :  to  procure  n  recruit  of  IVcsh  provisions  ar4 
of  water.  The  Governor's  house  sluud  in  a  large  yard,  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  with  some  fig  trees  before  it.  The 
house  wn«;  of  one  story,  and  was  very  indilferently  fur- 
^lishcd.  TIic  Governor  was  at  '' de.ith's  door.*'  He  a[>- 
poarcd  to  be  an  elderly  man,  perhaps  60  years  of  age  j 
whilst  his  wife,  who  was  nearly  white,  looked  like  a  youuig 
buxom  damsel  of  17;  and  had  a  small  infant,  her  only  child; 
in  her  arms.  Her  face  did  not  wear  the  semblance  ef  sor- 
row, and  I  thought  I  could  divine  that  she  grieved  no  more  at 
the  thoughts  of  losing  that  remnant  of  mortality,  her  husband, 
than  at  parting  with  any  other  burden.  In  the  same  room 
with  the  Governor,  there  were  several  ofHecrs  in  Sjjlendid 
uniform,  whom  I  instantly  recognized  to  be  old  Spaniards, 
by  the  curling  mustachio,  and  their  haughtiness. 

The  houses,  churches  and  barracks  of  Arica,  are  white- 
washed withm  and  vvithout.  The  former  are  of  but  1-story; 
and  the  roof,  the  sides,  and  the  door,  are  frequently  thatch- 
ed with  bull-rushes.  The  uprights,  rafters,  «fec.  are  of  bam- 
boo, and  not  thicker  than  a  man's  wrist.  Small  yards  adioin 
each  person's  residence,  fenced  with  the  same  materials; 
which  fences  are  often  15  feet  in  heig^ht.  The  houses  of 
the  lower  classes  appeared  to  be  destitute  of  many  conve- 
niences ;  neither  cliairs,  tables,  or  chests  were  to  be  seen. 
The  beds  m  these  were  mostly  composed  of  bull-rushes; 
their  cooking  utensils  were  of  earthenware.  The  churches, 
four  in  number,  form  a  striking  contrast  to  the  houses.  Their 
architecture  is  solid  and  stupendous,  but  I  could  not  get  a 
view  of  the  interior. 

To  the  northward  of  the  town,  and  about  two  n^les  dis- 
tant, stands  the  burial  place  of  Arica.  The  wall  that  sur- 
rounds this  consecrated  spot,  is  of  brick,  7  feet  in  height. 
It  has  a  handsome  portal  or  gateway,  much  loftier  than  the 
::)urrounding  wall,  which  is  decorated  with  appropriate 
painted  emblems  of  mortality;  as  the  hour  glass,  Time  and 
his  scythe,  k,c  ;  and  contains  upwards  of  3  acres  of  ground. 
Necessity  probably  compelled  the  Aricans  to  fix  their  ceme- 
tery so  far  from  the  town. 

I  supposed  that  I  had  seen  money  pretty  plentiful  in  some 
of  the  Chilian  ports,  but  I  never  saw  it  so  immensely  abund- 
ant as  in  Arica.  Persons  whose  clothing  was  ragged,  the 
ifcldiers  and  boys,  nay  every  one,  appeared  to  have  mill«<l 
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dollars  In  plenty.  This  is  perhaps  owing  to  their  vicinage 
to  the  mines  of  Potosi,  distant  300  miles,  and  to  Avhich  city 
mules  arc  continually  travelling  with  the  smifgglcd  produce,- 
landed  at  Arica,  for  the  markets  of  Potosi. 

This  port,  and  many  helow  it,  has  been  greatly  resorted 
to  by  smuggling  vessels.  These  ships  coming  to  anchor  in 
the  small  bays  on  this  coast,  or  standing  ofT-and-on  in-shore, 
the  Peruvian  purchasers,  of  both  sexes,  ooard  them  for  the 
purj.ose  of  examining  their  articles.  The  ship  noAv  pre- 
sents a  curious  spectacle — her  rigging  being  lined  with 
broadcloths,  gown-pieces,  cottons,  lineas,  &c.  whilst  licr 
decks  are  covered  Avith  hats,  hardware,  powder  and  ballj, 
cutlery,  in  short  every  thing  proper  for  the  Peruvian  market. 
Each  sailor  becomes  a  vender,  and  the  strictest  honesty  is 
maintained  by  both  parties.  There  was  hardly  an  instance 
known  in  which  any  thing  was  purloined  from  the  ship^ 
and  those  goods  paid  for  on  boards  are  most  scrupulousljp- 
forwarded  to  their  respective  owners. 

The  coins  of  Peru,  like  those  of  Chili,  are  the  dollar,  i  an^ 
I  do.,  the  real,  medios,  and  quartclos  :  these  arc  all  of  silver. 
Of  gold,  there  are  doubloons  (onzos),  I  and  i  do.  There  is 
liio  copper  cola  in  the  country 

With  the  exception  of  sugar,  every  thing  is  dear  at 
Arica.  Two  needles  will  cost  a  quartclos  (3  cents),  as  well 
as  5  pins;  a  yard  of  cotton  is  worth  4  shillings;  a  pair  of 
cotton  stockings,  2i  dollars;  shoes,  5  do.;  and,  a  cotton 
handkerchief,  8  shillings.  I  saAv  no  person  at  Arica  wearing 
a  broadcloth  coat  or  trowsers;  white  and  yellow  cotton  arc 
substituted. 

In  Peru  nothing  amazes  the  traveller  more  tlmn  th(* 
marked  diflerence  in  character  between  the  Chilian  females 
and  these.  The  chastity  of  Peruvian  women,  in  itself,  ought 
not  to  excite  our  surprise  ;  but  after  a  residence  for  some  time 
among  the  Chilians, where  the  prostitution  of  manners  is  so 
far  from  being  considered  infamous,  that  it  is  made  a  subjecj: 
ttf  merriment,  one  is  amazed  to  see  the  contrast  between 
adjoining  countries.  The  females  of  Arica,  though  vcrv 

dark-complexioned,  are  generally  well  made  ;  one,  i  particu- 
larly remarked,  who  was  so  elegantly  proportioned,  that 
r  hidias  might  have  taken  her  for  a  model ;  nnd  she  (herself 
a  child  apparently)  was  mother  of  a  fine  boy,  9  years  of 
a^e.     Girls  arrive  at  the  age  of  puberty  liorr,  almo<Jt  as- 
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oivrlv  as  those  ol'  India  ;  I  was  told  that  many  ol  the  AricaiJ 
ludirs  hecamc  motliors  at  13  and  14  rears  of  a^c.  They 
arc  cxtreiuciv  I'^nd  i^l  oold  aud  silver  tiar-ijiigs  and  other 
ornaments,  but  (hess  indillerently. 

To  a  slrani^or,  the  lown<5  and  viMages  of  Peru,  as  in  Chili* 
would  appear  deserted  in  tile  afternoon.  The  inhabitants 
are  then  taking  their  sirstrij  ot*  alternoon's  slovu;  which, 
commences  at  2  o'clock,  and  the  jicople  arc  ?c!dom  fcund 
stirring  till  nix.  This  lazy  cnstotii  is  univerKnl  throughout 
wSouth  America  ;  ''during  which  time  the  hum  and  bustle  of 
the  streets  ccase,  the  houses  and  shops  are  closed,  and  al! 
busincBs  suspended.'' 

The  fruits  of  Arica  are  principally  fjgs,  oranges  and  limcs; 
A  small  red  potatoe  grows  here  Avhich  will  keep  good  at 
♦;ea  for  several  months.  Carpenter?;,  nnllwrights  tind 

blacksmiths  were  much  required  1  understood  at  the  city  or 
Potosi ;  and,  at  Arica,  the  first-mentioned  of  these  might 
conmiand  $4  per  day.  One  small  launch  composed  the 
whole  of  the  Arican  fleet.  The  Captain  of  the  Port,  Gene- 
rals, and  other  officers,  when  they  visited  our  ship,  were 
compelled  to  come  off  m  balzof?,  or  canoes. 

We  liad  lain  at  Arica  8  days,  when,  with  our  consort,  we 
put  to  sea.  On  the  20th  of  August,  1821,  twelve  days  after 
leaving  this  port,  early  in  the  morning,  the  American  ensign 
'vas  seen  llying  at  the  main-top-gallant-mast  head  of  our 
iionsort — the  signal  that  whales  were  in  sight.  They  were 
t?oon  after  discerned  from  our  ship.  Our  boats  were  now 
k)wercd  awav,  and  after  a  short  pull,  struck  an  80-barrel 
whale,  which  was  quickly  killed ;  and  before  the  ensuing* 
!^ight.  we  had  obtained  100  barrels  of  oil  to  each  ship.  From 
\his  time  we  crliised  without  success  till  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, when  we  went  into  Sa^jtos,  in  Peru,  for  firewood. 

As  in  Chili,  previous  to  the  revolution,  so  in  Peru,  priming 
-,vas  at  a  very  low  ebb.  And  the  reason  is  obvious — the 
press  tended  to  instruct  and  enlighten;  and  as  Ferdinand, 
nishcd  tkose  people  over  whom  lie  reigned  to  be  kept  iu 
ihe  grossest  ignorance,  (as  he  expressed  when  he  declared 
*"'  That  knowledge  was  not  fit  for  colonies  !")  he  exerted  till 
his  power  to  prevent  the  extension  of  this  beautiful  art,  and 
during  the  whole  time  that  his  councils  governed  in  Peru, 
there  v.'as  only  one  small  weekly  newspaper  printed  at  Li- 
ma for  the  wKolvp  oi  this  ex.ten«ive  country,  aud  f'ven  thi^ 
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was  under  the  censorship  of  a  Junta.  Ferdinand's  blgotted 
and  tyrannic  rule  here  would  have  been  ab/lished  long  before 
it  was,  had  that  best  of  all  liberties — tke  liberty  (yf  the  press, 
been  permitted  in  Peru.  It  has  been  asserted,  that  the 
printed  proclamations  and  manifestoes  which  Lord  Cochrane 
caused  to  be  distributed  throughout  Lower  Peju,  contributed 
more  to  the  cause  of  Peruvian  emancipation,  than  tlie  Chi- 
lian armies.  There  is  but  one  Printing-Ofiice  yet  es- 
tablished in  Low  Peru,  which  is  at  Lima. 

The  Bay  of  Santos  is  commodious,  and  the  water  so  shoal, 
that  although  we  anchored  upwards  cf  a  mile  from  the 
shore,  we  got  but  three  fathoms.  The  town  « i  Sinfos  is 
4  miles  distant  from  the  anchorage,  and  is  comoletely  enve- 
loped in  trees.  There  is  but  me  church  In  the  place;  it 
was  partly  destroyed,  and  had  been  pillaged  of  its  riciies 
sometime  previous,  by  that  modern  CaliouJa — gere.' al 
Goyneche.  The  burial-ground  attached  to  this  church  was 
extensive,  and  would  seem  to  show  that  deaths  w^ere  not 
frequent  here.  I  presume  that  the  town  of  Santos  did  not 
contain  more  than  4,000  inhabitants.  The  houses  were 
built  of  clay,  and  had  their  exteriors  w  hitewashed ;  they 
were  principally  of  1-story.  The  courtesy,  humanity  and 
generosity  of  the  inhabitants  to  strangers,  could  scarcelv  be 
exceeded.  The  females   of  Santos  are  very  prolif'c; 

they  bear  children  as  early  as  13  years  cf  age,  and  their 
fecundity  ceases  when  they  reach  30.  I  saw  in  one  of 
the  houses  here,  a  mother,  who  nursed  her  own  infant, 
had  been  married  12  months,  and  yet  (she  told  me  herseif) 
was  not  14years  of  age.  The  toes  of  this  little  infant  were 
almost  ruined  by  the  insertion  of  the  venomous  j'gger.  Mary 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Santos  go  barefoot ;  and  tlieir  feet  g,-.  ve 
evidence  that  this  destructive  insect  was  as  common  here  as 
at  Rio  Janeiro  or  New-Orleans. 

An  infant's  cradle  at  this  place, consisted  of  a  piece  of  ox- 
hide merely,  and  was  slung,  like  a  hammock,  athwart  the 
eonier  of  the  apartment.  The  bed-clothes  were  of  sheci> 
skins,  and  a  cord  attached  to  the  hide  gave  the  mother  rn 
opportunity  of  rocking  it  at  pleasure  from  any  part  of  the 
room.  The  method  of  washing  clothes,  was  to  pound 

them  with  a   stick    in    a    tub   of    water  ;    and    in  ironing 
them,  the  horn  of  an  animal,  called  th»  Vicuna,  is  made  uee 
•f,  which  is  rubbed  over  th«m. 
H 
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The  slincft  that  are  made  here  nre  2^  a  pair,  and  "will 
scarcely  last  a  week.  Amrniirntiou  and  j^uns  were  in  much 
reqiie-^t  It  would  hardly  be  credited   tliat  an  insigni- 

ficant town  like  this,  without  a  sini^le  tort  or  ciinnon,  in  want 
oi"  ainniuiiition,  having  no  regular  soldiers,  or  experienced 
comni  nders,  and  withal  nearly  destitute  cl  muskets,  should 
have  not  only  withstood,  but  have  .S'lcccssJ'ully  contended 
Rojainst  the  royal  army,  1200  strong,  led  on  by  General 
Goyncche.  But  what  will  not  the  invincible  feivourol"  pa- 
triotism effect  ?  The  very  women — the  youngest  boys, 
joined  in  repelling  t'le  cruel  enemy  !  Twice  did  the  royal- 
ists succeed  in  obtaining  a  lodgment  in  the  church,  and  post- 
inof  on  its  doors  the  excommunicating:  Bulls  issued  from  the 
papal  chair  of"  Rome  against  the  ^^  deluded  revolters  of  Lower 
Pcni^^  and  twice  were  they  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  hun- 
dreds, by  this  Spartan  band  of"  men,  and  boys,  and  wo- 
men. Goyneche  was  compelled  to  fall  back  on  Lima,  wi'h 
only  300  men.  Surlily  did  he  retreat,  and  brutally  did  he 
retaliate  upon  the  harmless  villagers  of  the  country  through 
which  he  passed  (by  cutting  off  their  noses  and  their  ears*  and 
by  otherwise  mis-using  them),  for  the  loss  of  his  army  at 
Santos.  The  people  of  this  place  are  now  so  resolutely 
opposed  to  the  king's  government,  that  1  believe  they  would 
all  much  rather  lose  their  lives  than  again  endure  it.  They 
have  even  got  a  patriotic  method  of  cutting  their  hair;  which 
is  by  leaving  it  thick  and  bushy  in  front,  and  clipping  it  as 
close  round  as  possible  in  every  other  part.  One  of  these 
dwarf 'patriots^  an  acute  youth,  only  16  years  of  age,  in  point- 
ing out  to  me  where  the  royalists  experienced  their  greatest 
lo^s,  observed,  "Armed  with  an  old  musket  I  was  here  sir, 
and  so  was  my  father  and  my  mother.  My  mother  was 
twice  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  yet  still  would  not  suffer  her- 
self to  be  conveyed  from  her  husband,  my  father.  We 
gloriously  beat  the  picarones  (the  thieves)  sir,  and  I  shall 
esteem  that  day  as  the  happiest  of  my  life!" 

I  was  singularly  accosted  in  Santos  by  a  dark-complexioned 
yet  fashionably  dressed  female.  Poor  unfortunate  woman! 
The  greatest  misery  that  she  experienced — the  only  thing 
for  which  she  sorrowed — the  only  object  that  prevented  her 

*  Let  the  sceptical  peruse  the  Manifesto  of  the  ConstitiieDt  Conf  ress  of  La 
FIntn,  directpri  to  All  Nations.  It  is  la  the  Auibgr's  poisessioa,  and  free  fev 
the  perusal  of  any  one. 
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from  enjoying  unceasing  felicity  and  never-ending  bliss — was 
*  *  *  *  no  great  matter.  It  appeared  that  a  short  time  pre- 
vious, her  hissbaml  liad  been  created  a  Colonel  of  Militia,  and 
all  her  care  and  anxiety  was  to  provide  him  ivith  a  three 
cornered  cocJcsd  hat  and  feather  !  In  her  efforts  to  obtain  one 
she  accosted  me  and  other  foreigners,  and  would,  I  verily 
believe,  if  she  had  had  an  opportunity,  have  addressed  his 
Satanic  majesty  himself,  if  by  so  doing  she  could  hove  gain- 
ed this  dearest  wish  of  her  heart.  And  now  ye  ladies  of 
Boston  or  of  Orleans,  are  ye  not  ashamed  to  be  discontented 
with  your  enviable  situation  ?  This  poor  Peruvian  would 
have  given  "  kingdoms"  for  a  cocked  hat,  whilst  it  is  in  your 
power  to  provide  yourselves  with  as  many  of  them  as  you 
please,  and  even  with  those  who  wear  them. 

Provisions  and  tropical  fruits  were  abundant  at  Santos, 
but  peaches,  apples,  pears,  plums,  gooseberries  and  currants 
do  not  thrive  in   this  sultry  climate.  There   was   but 

one  blacksmith  here,  aVid  he  a  most  wretched  workman. 
Carpenters  were  in  much  request.  A  few  Peruvians,  of  the 
latter  profession,  were  attempting  to  erect  a  small  flour-Qiill 
six  miles  out  of  Santos,  on  a  fme  stream  of  water.  Their 
wages  were  3i  dollars  a  dav. 

Abreast  of  our  anchorage  in  the  bay  of  Santos,  and  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  beach,  were  the  ruins  of  a  town 
which  appeared  to  have  been  much,  larger  than  Santos. 
whe  houses  here,  as  well  as  the  churches,  were  completely 
razed  to  their  foundations;  but  by  whom,  or  upon  what  oc- 
casion, those  of  whom  I  enquired,  would  not  or  could  not  tell. 
Hundreds  of  imman  skeletons,  some  with  their  clothes  par- 
tially rotted,  and  skulls  with  the  hair  yet  visible — those  of 
the  young  and  the  old  mixed  indiscriminaiely,  were  lying  in 
heaps  above  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  these  ruins. 

After  making  a  tarry  of  1 1  days  in  Santos  Bay,  we 
again  put  to  sea,  and  cruising  for  a  fortnight  without  seeing 
whales,  we  stood  in-shore,  and  brought-up  in  Tomboz  Roads. 

The  anchorage  is  about  two  miles  from  the  shore.  The 
weather  being  very  sultry  here,  within  4  degrees  of  the 
Equinox,  our  crew  frequently  bathed;  nor  did  thousands  of 
sharks,  which  were  skimming  the  surface  of  the  water  (call- 
ed by  seamen  "the  shovel-head"),  either  frighten  or  annoy 
them.  The  town  of  womboz  is  situated  on  the  north  bank 
«f  a  winding  stream,  and  8  miles  from  the  sea.     This  river 
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i.s  lillcd  with  allii>:itors.  We  saw  a  uumber  of  them  m  row- 
ing up  to  the  town.  They  always  avoided  the  boat  when 
in  tlie  warnr,  but  were  j)rincipally  s  en  reposing  in  the  shade 
on  the  sandy  banks.  Some  ollhem  we  judged  to  be  14  feet 
in  length,  and  wcie  told  that  they  had  sometimes  surprised 
the  Indians  wiiilst  bathing,  and  devoured  them;  in  despite 
ol  this,  many  of  our  crew  were  imprudent  enough  to  plunge  . 

in  the  river.  Notiiing' could  exceed  t))e  beauty  oi'  the         i 

prospect  whilst  sailing  up  this  sti'cam.  The  water  of"  a  ^ 
glassy  smoothness,  and  thousands  ol"  variegated  buzzing  in- 
sects flittiqg  over  it — the  banks  covered  with  prairie  grass, 
1  iiy  trees,  flowering  shrubs  and  bushes,  and  these  again 
1'  lod  with  varied  plumaged  birds,  chaunting  their  mellifluou* 
lays,  and  with  swarms  of  humming-birds,  ravishing  sweets 
from  every  flower.  Ever  and  anon  a  vista  in  the  forest  pre- 
sented to  the  eye  the  neat  white-washed  cottage  of  the 
planter,  surrounded  with  fields  of  maize  and  rice  and  cane 
biakc,  with  groves  of  the  lofty  cocoa-nut  tree  and  widely- 
swelling  orange  ;  his  garden  teeming  with  the  luscious  me- 
lon, nutritious  banana,  strengthening  lime  and  fattening  cocoa. 
Tomboz  is  handsomely  situated — rising  with  a  gentle  as- 
cent from  the  water's  edge  to  the  top  of  a  hill.  It  consists 
of  about  500  houses,  which  are  principally  built  of  clay. 
They  are  indifferently  furnished,  and  are  thatched  with 
bull-rushes.  The  streets  are  spacious,  but  are  not  paved. 
There  are  many  wealthy  inhabitants  in  this  place,  and  the 
,  ornaments  of  gold  that  the  females  here  possessed,  exceeded 
any  thing  of  the  kind  that  I  had  seen  in  Peru  or  Chili. 
Their  bracelets,  fino:er  arid  ear-rings,  combs,  broaches,  and 
necklaces,  though  of  inelegant  patterns,  were  very  weighty 
and  valuable.  Some  of  the  latter,  of  the  same  archetype, 
Avhich  I  saw  on  the  necks  of  several  lidies,  would  not  have 
cost  less  than  30  dollars  in  the  U.  States.  These  females 
were  very  partial  to  gay  attire,  and  I  was  seriously  told  by 
some  of  them,  that  they  should  not  feel  happy  were  they 
not  mistress  of  a  dozen  gowns.  Scarlet  silk  or  satin  petti- 
coats, and  over  these  gowns  of  gauze,  appeared  to  be  fash-  .  , 
ionable.  It  was  on  a  santos  </m  (saint's  day)  that  we  visited 
Tomboz,  and  on  these  occasions  the  ladies  have  an  oppoi- 
funitv  of  displavinor  all  their  charms,  and  all  their  clothinsi". 
I  noticed  that  the  daughters  of  the  house  at  which  we  stayed, 
changed  their  dress  more   than  tlircc  times  on  this  day,  and 
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(■hat  every  article  of  their  attire  was  of  a  different  coloun 
The  artificial  roses  in  their  hair  were  perhaps  red  or  white; 
the  handkerchief  that  partly  covered  the  bosom,  yellow? 
the  gown,  a  scarlet;  stockings,  black;  shoes,  blue;  gloves, 
green  ;  ribbands,  lilack.  They  do  not  wear  bonnets.  Thfc 
complexion  of  the  ladies  is  swarthy,  they  are  generally 
short,  inclining  to  corpulency,  and  numbers  of  them  are  mark- 
ed with  the  small-pox.  The  men  dress  in  white  and 
colored  nankeens  and  cottons,  and  wear  large  straw  hats. 

The  town  of  Tomboz  was  very  bare  of  male  inhabitants ; 
I  presume  they  were  hardly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  5 
females.  They  have  been  destroyed  in  the  wars — this 
town  having  been  mare  than  once  the  scene  of  contention 
with  General  Serna,  which  is  but  another  name  for  assassi- 
nation. Whilst  I  was  at  the  town  of  Tomboz,  the 
inhabitants  were  celebrating  one  of  their  religious  feasts. 
Although  the  religion  is  Roman  Catholic,  yet  their  mode  of 
worship  is  so  engrafted  with  the  old  Peruvian  superstitions, 
as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible.  Music  appeared  to  be  the 
principal  object  in  these  exercises,  and  m  the  church,  as 
well  as  at  many  private  houses,  nought  else  was  to  be  heard 
but  the  harsh  hautboy,  the  rolling  drum,  and  thrilling 
fife  ;  whilst  the  people  were  continually  entering  or  leaving 
the  church,  or  singing,  dancing  and  feasting  in  front  of  theii* 
houses.  There  was  but  one  church  here  ;  it  was  a  long  and 
lofty  building  of  clay,  having  neither  steeple  or  bell,  white- 
washed within  and  without,  thatched  with  bullrushes,  and 
containing  a  profusion  of  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver. 

The  woods  around  Tomboz  are  thronged  with  parrots, 
and  many  of  those  shrubs  and  flo».vers  which,  in  Europe,  are 
reared  in  Botanic  Gardens,  or  raised  in  flower-pots  withirj 
the  houses,  and  esteemed  as  great  curiosities,  here,  in  this 
sultry  climate,  spr-ng  up  spontaneously.  A  prickly  shrub  I 
particularly  noticed,  which  towered  above  the  loftiest  forest 
trees.  Intermittent  fevers  and  the  ague  are  very  pre- 

valent  In  Tomboz  and  Its  vicinity,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
rapid  transition  from  the  sultriness  of  the  day  to  the  damp 
coolness  of  the  evening ;  as,  after  the  sun  has  sunk  beneath 
the  horizon,  numerous  exhalations  arise  from  the  marshes 
and  low  grounds  about  the  town,  and  completelv  envelope 
it  in  a  dense  mantle,  until  the  returning  sun  causes  it  to  eva* 
porate.  From  the   main   river  of  Tomboz,  a  small 
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braijcli  blnlvcs  off  tlirou^Ii  tlio  forest  to  tlje  northward,  and 
crnpllcs  itscU'  into  the  sea  nine  miles  below  the  town.  In 
(his  si  ream  a  ni  )sl  sinj;iilar  appearance  is  presented  hy  the 
oysters  \\ iiich  hne  its  htnks.  Tlie  rcadi'r  lias  heard. oi"  the 
seven  wonders  oi'  the  world — of  tiiat  extraordinary  tree  at 
Nunnini^lon,  in  England,  so  iar«;e  that  a  coach  and  horses  can 
be  driven  wif'i  case  throu^'i  its  hollow  IrunkI — ol"  that  widc- 
spreadnii^  oak  at  Fr<'iich  Nisines,  said  to  cover  an  acre  of 
ground! — as  also  oi"  the  lai -lamed  Indian  Upas!  so  baneful 
in  its  effects,  that  instant  deatii  would  attend  the  temerity  of 
that  traveller  vvlto  should  approach  witliin  l^)  miles  of  d!  and 
whose  vicinage  is  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of  t!\e  ani- 
mals, reptiles,  birds,  and  insects,  that  have  ventured  within 
the  spere  of  lis  roittao-ions  influence!  But  has  he  ever  heard 
of  the  OvsrEfi-TREE? — A  trle  on  vvhicii  Oysters  were  the 
FRurr  ?  Nay,  startle  not,  gentle  Kcvider.  This  branch  of 
the  mam  river  that  I  have  been  spe  'king  of,  is  so  hned  with 
trees  and  underwood,  as  almost  to  excluile  the  rays  of  the 
sun.  The  branches  of  these  trees,  like  the  weeping  willow, 
grow  downwards;  and  at  higli  water  (tfie  tide  here  rising 
and  falling  6  and  7  i'eet  every  12  liours,  and  over(iuwiug  the 
low-lands)  th(  se  branches  become  partly  immersed.  Thous- 
ands of  oysters  attach  themselves  to  them,  and  at  low  tide 
they  are  seen  susjjcnded  several  leet  above  water,  and  pre^ 
sent  a  curious  spectacle.  We  plucked  two  boat-loads  of  this 
species  of  marine  J)  nit.,  which,  though  small,  nearly  equalled 
these  of  the  Cljcsapcake. 

Females  in!;';ht  become  s;iiIors  on  the  coast  of  Peru — a 
pleasant  southeily  breeze  is  ever  blowing.  Bain  is  an  un- 
common occurrence  here.  The  skies  of  Peru  are  gene- 
rally cloudy,  and  this  takes  much  from  the  intenseness  of  the 
heat,  operm.  whales  are  numerous  on  the  coast,  and  these 
seas  swarm  with  fin-back,  hump-back,  and  grampus  whales, 
•with  black-fislics,  the  sutj-hsh,  svvord-lish,  bonetos,  albacores, 
flying-fish,  and  many  species  of  the  shark.  The  salt-water 
birds  are  the  same  as  those  of  Chili,  with  the  exception  of 
t!ie  pel)<:an.  man-of-Avar-havvk,  and  the  tropic  bird. 

Leaving  Tomboz,  Avhere  we  had  lain  10  days,  we  bore 
awny  west  from  tl)e  land  until  we  reached  the  1  iOth  degree 
of  west  longitude,  still  being  in  latitude  5"  South.  It  was 
here  that  we  reached  the  off-sJiore  whalinir  ground,  dii^t^nt 
u})wards  of  2{)(K)  mih^s  from  the  coast  of  Peru;  and  we  saw. 
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whilst  wc  cruised  here,  more  than  100  American  whaleshii^s. 
We  found  sperm,  whales  plentiful  enough,  but  they  were 
very  shy,  and  ill  luck  still  folloucd  us.  This  ground  was 
first  discovered  I  believe  by  the  English,  but  the  whales 
finding  themselves  often  disturbed,  hare  sought  other  and 
more  peaceful  retreats,  and  are  not  so  numerous  as  formerly. 
We  cruised  as  far  to  the  northward  as  1 '  of  latitude.  The 
heat  here  was  excessivd*;  the  decks  became  so  hot,  that  the 
ship's  crew  could  no   longer  go  barefooted.  After  rang- 

iiig  these  seas  for  3  months  between  lat.  5°  S.  and  2-  N.  of 
the  Equinox,  we  took  our  dejiarture  for  the  coast  of  Chili. 

We  were  two  months  in  performing  our  passage  up  the 
coast,  and  the  first  land  that  we  sav?  for  6  months,  Avas  the 
island  of  Massa  Fuera,  42G  miles  VV.  of  Valparaiso.  Massa 
Fuera  is  exceedingly  lofty,  and  a  heavy  swell  and  surf  conti- 
nually sets  and  beats  upon  the  shore.  This  island  was  once 
a  place  of  great  resort  for  seal,  and  the  ruins  of  the  sealers' 
houses  are  still  visible  in  the  coves.  Thousands  of  p-oats 
gambol  on  the  mountains,  and  fatten  upon  the  delicious  her- 
bage ;  and  these,  with  myriads  of  sea-gulls  and  other  birds, 
are  the  sole  proprietors  of  this  stupendous  rock.  The  hills 
are  clothed  with  wood,  and  to  us,  who  for  so  many  months 
had  seen  nothing  but  sky  and  water,  their  cheerful  verdure 
was  peculiarly  enchanting.  The  shore  abounded  with  fish; 
we  caught  and  salted  3  or  400  of  them. 

Three  weeks  affer  leaving  Massa  Fuera,  we  made  Isla 
BE  LA  Mocha  (tlie  island  of  Mocha),  distant  9  miles  from, 
the  main  land  cf  Chili.  This  island  is  60  miles  in  circum- 
ference. Its  hills  are  covered  with  wood,  and  the  valleys 
with  sweet  herbage ;  the  latter  aifording  sustenance  to  nu- 
merous droves  of  wild  hogs  and  horses*.  Mocha  is  unin- 
habited, except  occasionally  by  a  few  sealers.  The  soil  is 
the  richest  that  can  be  conceived ;  it  is  a  fine  black  mould, 
and  with  slight  pressure  one  can  thrust  a  stick  3  and  4  feet 
below  the  surface.  Widgeon,  teal  and  shags  are  plentiful  on 
the  shores,  as  are  pigeons  in  the  plains.    There  is,   at   the 

*  We  sliot  two  of  these  horses,  nnd  fared  sumptiionely  for  a  week  vipon  sea' 
pies  and  horse  sUaks.  Their  flesh,  wlirn  slewed,  vtas  as  vrhite  and  tender  as 
that  of  a  cliicken.  Dnrinpf  our  whale  cruise, the  crew  often  partook  of  stewed 
whale,  or  fried  whale  steaks  (sperm  oil  serving-  in  lieu  of  butter  to  fry  them); 
ofRi^ht  Whale  lip  (which  has  a  l.iste  siniilnr  to  cheese) ;  of  stewed  black-fish 
and  porpoise,  sun  fish  chowder,  gfoat-pie,  and  even  o(  fried  shark.  These  are 
RiRfTiEs  to  which  landsmen  are  unaccustomed. 
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nestcrli  extremity  of"  the  island,  a  long  reef,  and  here  thr 
hardy  sealers  had  allixed  fheir  weal  her-heaten  residence. 

Alter  standiiiir  ofl-arid-on  Moclia  lor  2  days,  wo  steered 
for  the  port  of  Talcahuano,  sonietliing  moic  thfin  (wo  de- 
grees to  leeward.  Here  we  laid  at  anchor  19  days,  and 
obtaining  a  recruit  of  wood,  water,  fruit  and  yrirotahles,again 
went  to  sea  ;  and  11  days  after,  put  into  the  South  Bay  of 
the  island  of  St.  AJary's,  in  search  (»f  lU^ht  Whales.  The 
soil  of  St.  Mary's,  like  that  of  M«.cha.  Is  a  black  alluvial.  At 
the  Avest  end  of  this  island,  sixty  men,  belonging  to 
some  Connecticut  scaling  vessels  anchored  here, had  erected 
a  few  small  but  comfortable  huts  for  their  residence.  Wc 
©nee  landed  at  this  place,  called  the  seal  campy  and  were  con- 
ducted by  the  sealers  up  a  steep  and  narrow  path  to  the  top 
of  a  mountain,  some  hundr(;d  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Here  looking  down  the  clilf,  we  had  a  full  vicAv  of  the  seal 
lying  in  heaps  of  thousands  on  the  beach,  w  ith  their  young 
pups  running  over  their  backs,  and  turkey  buzzards  hopping 
about  on  these  ;  Jhc  wliole  making  such  a  horrid  din  (re- 
sembling the  bellow  ing  of  bulls)  that  we  could  scarcely  hear 
©urselves  speak.  The  sealers,  when  they  make  an  attack 
upon  them,  endeavour  to  get  between  the  water  and  the 
seal,  which  arc  Jjuddlcd  in  heaps  on  the  beach,  and  which, 
at  the  sight  of  a  man,  make  for  the  sea  with  all  speed.  A 
<*light  bloAV  on  the  nose  arrests  their  career,  and  lays  them 
dead  at  your  feet.  In  warm  weather  the  seal  as  soon  as 
dead,  must  be  skinned  and  salted ;  otherwise  the  hair  avIU 
leave  the  skin.  These  seal  were  of  the  species  called  Ur- 
sine. The  males  are  dencmiiiated  lions,  irom  the  resem- 
blance of  their  head  and  mane  to  that  animal.  These  lions 
are  large  and  Aveighty  ;  ficcjucntly  measuring  10  feet  in 
length,  Ct  and  6  in  girth,  and  Aveighing  from  800  to  ICOO  lbs. 
The  seals  here  Avefe  all  of  the  hair  kind,  and  it  Avas  calculat- 
ed there  were  upAvards  of  60,000  on  the  beach  Avhen  I  saAT 
them.  Tl.iese  sealers  had  recently  arrived  here  from  Ne\y 
South  Shetland:  and  Avere  busily  em{)loyed,  at  their  huts, 
in  cooking  seal  flippers  for  their  dinner.  Many  of  them 
Avere  smoking  tobacco  in  pipes  of  their  own  manufac- 
ture, the  bowl  of  which  consisted  of  the  holloAV  tooth  of 
a  sea-r]ephant,  Avl!il'=t  a  penguin's  quill  inserted,  served  all 
the  purj)oses  ol'  a  stein. 

Leaving  St.  Mary's,  Avhcre  we  obiaincd  but  10©  barrels  of 
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Whale  oil,  we  cruised,  without  success,  for  3  weeks,  when  ^e  once 
more  enfeietl  ihe  Bay  oj  Tongoy.  Here  we  staid  but  two  days,  and 
after  having  left  it  3(>  hours,  CBme  to  anchor  in  the  Port  ofCoqulmho, 
in  senrc!)  oi'Uight  VV bales.  In  certain  months  of  the  year,  during  iho 
period  of  gi'Slalion,  right  whitles  euter  tlie  bays  of  Chili  wiih  iheir 
young,  in  pursuit  of  the  smull  fish  with  which  the  8hor«*s  sbound. 
During  ihe  two  mouths  I  hat  we  laid  here,  we  took  aboard  300  barrels 
of  oil.  After  we  had  taken  the  blubber  from  whabs  in  this  Port,  tba 
Governor  compelled  us  to  tow  the  carcases  round  into  a  small  harbour 
south  of  the  b«y,  that  they  might  not  drift  ashore  at  the  Fort,  aud  with 
their  stench  annoy  the  inhabitants.  This  cemetery  of  right  whales  was 
constantly  attended  by  voracious  turkey  buzzards,  ganets,  gulls  and  al- 
batrosses, making  an  astounding  clamour  among  the  noisome  carcases. 
^  On  the  9th  of  !<eptember,1822,  we  went  to  sea  from  (Joquimbo,  bound 
once  more  lo  the  lee-cnast  of  Peru.  In  lat.  6  58  S.  we  discorered  tlia 
island  of  Ska  Seal  (Loio5  </e  3/<?r),  We  sent  men  ashore  on  this 
sterile  rock  to  get  seal,  of  which  there  were  several  on  the  bench,  but 
they  succeeded  in  knocking  down  but  two  of  them.  Thousands  of  ga- 
nets, gulls,  penguins,  and  pelicans,  make  these  crag:^64  precipices  their 
nightly  residence,  and  Ihe  place  in  which  they  rear  their  youiig.  The 
boats,  in  returning,  brought  aboard  two  buckets  full  of  ganels  eggs. 

After  cruising  on  the  cuast  of  Peru  for  some  time  with  but  ill  success, 
we  joined  compuny  with  the  Ship  States,  of  Nantucket,  and  together 
steered  for  America.  We  lost  sight  of  her  in  a  fog  oft'  Ca{)e  Horn, 
where  we  experienced  one  of  the  most  terrific  thunder  gusts  thai  can  be 
imagined;  whilst  the  Sighluiog  shot  about  our  decks — appalling  all.aod 
tendering  the  most  giddy,  seriitus.  After  doubling  the  Cape, near  which 
•ive  look  three  rigljt  whales,  and  catching  a  transitory  glance  of  the 
Brazils,  off  Pfruambuco,  nothing  particular  occurred  till  we  reached 
the  Gulf  Stream.  Here,  Hi  the  month  of  May  of  the  present  year,  we 
encoontcred  a  gale  of  wind  so  powerful,  as  to  cause  ourcommander  (a 
veteran  mariner)  to  declare,  ihat  he  had  seen  nothitig  like  it  before  in 
all  his  voyages.     Off  Block  Island,  we  took  a  pilot. 

When  Ihe  Improveuinnt  left  Nantucket  on  her  eruise,  sperm  oil  was 
selling  at  One  Dollar  a  Ga/ion.  Throughout  the  voyage,  we  ln\d  cal- 
culated upon  raceiviug  this  sum  at  our  return.  Then  think  of  our  aranze- 
ment  and  dismay — figure  to  yourself  our  disappointed  looks, involuntary 
sighs,  and  reiterated  "what  do  you  think  of  that,  shipmates,"  when 
the  Pilot  announced  the  appuliiiig  intelligence,  ♦*  That  oil  had  fatlev  to 
JFORTY cents  a  Gallon  !  Ye  who  roll  in  iho  lap  of  affluence  and  fted 
upon  richest  luxuries,  who  repose  on  softest  down  and  are  strangers  to 
disappointment — you  cannot  realise  the  wreck  of  hopes  and  crush  of 
«argoes  in  the  fall  of  oil.  Every  man,  in  his  journevings  hnmeward, 
had  formed  his  little  plans  and  pleasures,  his  airy  palaces,  his  future 
determinations.  In  a  moment — iu  a  twinkling,  Ihe  sound  of  "40  L'ents''^ 
dispels  Ihe  pleasing  illusion — displodes  ihe  evanescent  vision.  The 
writlprof  ibese  pages,  when  from  his  chest  he  was  wont  lo  draw  his 
empty  pocket-book  from  among  whale's  leetb,  skin  of  shark,  porpoise 
jaw«,  and  old  clothes,  would  fondly  anticipate  the  moment  that,  inPAo^- 
nix  Bills,  he  should  blithely  receive  150  dollars  for  labour  done — how 
futile!     His  18  months  pay  scsrceiy  amouoled  to  60  dollars! 

In  due  time  the  ship  arrived  at  Edgartown,  and  lastly  at  NanlBck%f, 
after  an  absence  of  uearly  three  years, 
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It  would  roqiiire  a  volume  to  ilescrihe  Ihp  v»ri<)U<5  minntiic  nttending 
the  biininess  lA'  uhiiliii!^:  ii  will  he  ini{)OKsil)le  tlii-n,  in  llie  fVw  p- ges 
Ii^re  n[»|tropi  intei)  \»  lliis  ^lll>j^ol,  to  do  it  juslite.  '1  lie  fulluwing  rc- 
markii  are  witli  deference  siibinilted. 

or  Whales,  there  nro  five  speries^  viz:  ll»e  Spermaceti,  tfie  Htimp 
Back,  I  til  Back,  Riglit  \l  lialc  and  Ciranipus  '1  hev  are  dislil)^lJiHhed 
from  each  niluT.  at  a  ^re^il  ilislimci ,  hy  theHizr  and  rej^ulaiity  of'lheir 
sponrs.  ttiu)  l)v  til"  limp  the  fi'^li  remain  alinve  WHler. 

Ihe  Spermaceti  /FAa/e  mukes  a  Ioil\  «hi  e.  » ido-spreadir»(»  Rpont, 
and  Mill  i'.  o(|'t  n*lv  cntinoe  ldnuiii<;  fr  upv\ard!*  of  half-,  n  hour.  It 
is  a  very  il|-<.|iHped  fi^ili.  and  has  a  scjuare  ht-ad.  which  in  so  hard,  that 
a  h  irpo'in  darleri  with  full  force  agrtinst  il.  will  not  eMt-r.  Il  has  a 
lont;  hump  on  lite  top  of  the  lMck,atid  glides  through  the  water  with 
inerediblf  speed  f-pp  S'icli  »«  nnwield>  li»h. 

Tlie  Hump  Back  whale  makes  a  fi('mev»|iiU  lii^her  spnul  llinn  n  sperm 
wliale.  and  ditai'pe.ws  in  a  few  minuiex.  Il«  he^d  is  itharp,  ahd  il  has 
3  srn  II  tuimp  Ujion  t!ie  b.ick. 

The  I'in  Back  \^\\>\\p,  so  called  frm  having  a  sharp  fin  npon  the 
hack,  m  ke«  n  very  hi^h  spoul,  and  seldom  hli-ws  more  than  five  oj  six 
limes       It  has  a  sharp  Itead    like  the  h<<mp  back. 

The  liiiiht  IV/ia/e  has  ntilher  hump  or  fin  npon  the  hack,  although 
its  iu>Hd  resi-mbles  tlie   two  lixt-mentioned  »  hales.     Il  makes  u  forked 

Sjloiit 

Qrampnsses  are  seldom  taken  by  whale  shi[)8. 

'I'here  is  no  p-rt  in  the  Untti  d  M.-iles  from  which  so  many  Sperm. 
v1i  le  ships  issue,  as  from  the  lotvii  •  f  Nantuvket  :  I  believe  ihnt  their 
number  am  ■unts  t-.  nenrU  100  These  ships  are  of  diRVrent  sizes,  and 
carry  tVi.m  900  lo  R.OOO  barrels  of  oil.  The  smaller  of  these  vessels 
mm  but  2  boats,  the  olliers  3  '<nd  even  5.  When  a  Sperm  whaleman 
leaves  Naiituekei  for  tlie  l^neifie  <)i-ean,  slie  is  fitted  mil  for  three  years. 
Th«»  prnvisioi  s  of  these  \essels  are  exeellent  ;  the  biseuit,  beef,  pork 
and  inola«»es  which  thev  tuke  to  sea,  are  not  surpassed  by  that  of  any 
ci»af'    that  le  ve  the  Uniicd  States.  Sperm    whalem-n    also   siil 

from  the  p«»rts  of  B-Kion.  New-Bedford,  New -Lond'-u.  ]\''W'-York,  &c. 

A  ship  that  carries  l700  barrels  -  foil,  will  probablj  hare  a  erew  of 
25  men:  viz.  the  eooirnander,  a  males.  3  b 'at-steerers.  a  eooj)er,  a 
cook,  a  steward,  and  IC  li'inds  bi  fore  tlie  mast.  She  will  linve  4  boats, 
hut  man  hot  3  The  spire  one  is  lashed  athwart  tlie  stern  of  the  vcs- 
Bt-'l,  and  generally  on  the  spare  spars  ihalu  whaler  earrics ;  which  pro- 
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iipt  out  from  un(!(>i'  llie  f  ftft'-rel  ruil,  or  aro  lashfd  in  t!ie  larJioanl  waist. 
Kiiot'w.  botit  bo  i'iis,  iiiiiU,  and  (ititer  iiialeri  tis  I'ur  the  ie,j;ii'ii  ^.  or 
e.v«M»  m^J«iiii^  of  a  luHit,  are  earried  iii  tlipxe  vessels,  and  fVi-qu'iirlj  i^ 
bl  u'k«iin?iii  and  I'orge.  I'lie  Nmituekel  '.IKiei's  are  j^i'neralh  »Ui))  inire- 
uiout  aieu,  iliat  e^irpenters  are  not  required.  A  coujier  is  always  ue- 
ce-sary 

Itniui' iijiely  abffi  the  \tindlasH,  are  two  ir<in  {»«ls,  w  iih  i'drntices  be- 
neutlj  tliein  f>r  trying  <mi  ihe  oil  ;  and  belovv  ibise.  ihere  i<i  a  v.ie<ut 
gp.ice.  W'liieb^  whilsi  irvin^-out,  is  kejil  fi  led  *viih  w  iter,  fo  (irevent 
the  decks  from  ('iki'i^  tire.  From  ibe  h<'ad  tif  (be  inain-inasi  are  sus* 
pend -d  I  wit  eniirm'tus  bl<icks,  and  <i  8lrao^  IMI  ro\e  tliriMi^h  liiese  and 
oitrrespaiidin^  III 'eks  on  itt-ek,  ciim{jlele  ih  (aekle  t'.>r  heiviii^  in  the 
iish.  I(  is  siirpri*>i)/^  with  what  facilit}'  the  blubber  of  a  lart^e  whale 
is  taken  in-board. 

AS  sfiiMi  as  a  wljale-sliip  ajels  well  eleur  i>f  the  land  of  the  United 
States,  Iao  ni'-o  are  kept  al  tt't,  tV<)!n  suri-rise  (ill  sun-set,  at  llie  Tre 
and  mjin-('»;)-s»itllant  tie  .d*,lf)  lunk  ooi  for  whales.  As  soon  as  (hey  dis- 
cern n-.  they  hallio.  wifb  rtll  ilieir  in^^iii,  •'  I  herk  she  I^lows  T' 
A  inisl  j'>yl*fjl  sound  to  all  hands  The  captain  now  i^oes  alot'i,  and  if 
tlie  rtb  les  are  lo  windward,  he  orders  the  ship  to  be  be^ti  up  to  them. or 
if  to  leeward,  to  be  kept  <ff,  Atier  riiiiniM^  as  near  to  llir-m  v\iih  the 
ve8<»el  is  prudent,  (he  boals  are  I  wered  down.  Ibe  hirboarcj-b-uit  is 
TiCidt'd  l»y  the  eliief  male ;  th--  wai-i  d».  by  tlie  2nd  male;  asid  tlie 
starboard  do.  by  the  3d  m«le,  if  the  c  plain  d  es  nm  ^o  himself.  i  he 
uh  lie  buttt  is  sharp  ii  each  end  and  i'l  iieu  of  <t  in  ider,  is  steered  by  a 
long  oir.  In  the  centre  of  ii»e  but,  well  c-iled  in  a  tub,  and  300  fath- 
oms in  |f*nwlh.  is  (he  line-  As  soon  as  the  b  <al  gels  elcir  of  the  ship, 
one  end  of  the  line  is  pt'iseil  frward  la  the  b  rp  on -r,  wlio  bends  il  on 
to  a  h^rpioji,  whilst  a  sh  irt  warp,  at 'ached  to  a  secnil  harpoiin,  is  b'-nt 
on  t"  the  line.  I'be  har|toons  are  the-s  placid  side  by  side,  and  rest  on 
a  crotch,  about  a  fiut  above  the  gunnel  ot  ibe^,  b<i.  t.  The  stem  of  the 
harpoun  is  of  ii-on.  whilst  (he  head  of  it,  wliicii  i*  barbed  like  an  arrow, 
iis  of  steel,  and  its  edge  .  s  shar;i  a-  a  razor.  The  handle  of  the  har- 
p  'on.say  5  leet  long,  i«  generally  of  bickufy.  The  boat  is  rowed  by  5 
men,  and  (lie  rn  »n  at  ihefi»rwi*rd  oar  is  the  barpooner,  and  who  strikes 
the  wl»!\le  I'hese  b.iais  ore  foiui»hed  witn  six  harp  >o!)s.  3  lances,  and 
u  sharp  spade,  a  mast  tod  sail,  a  loai  backet,  a  small  uxe  or  knife,  a 
k"g  coot  iiiing  a  lantern,  linder-b-x.  &,e.  and  with  waif-ptles.  Great 
skill  is  required  in  the  (tfficer  who  steers  the  boal,(<>go  up  aloiigsid'-  the 
Jish  in  a  pr.(;»er  m  loner  Sc  ircelv  any  two  whales  will  act  precisely 
alike. and  the  jidgnieot  of  ihe  sleer»inau  is  not  more  n-qoired  in  killing 
the  whale,  ihaa  in  inaiiceovring  'he  boat  previons  to  sinking.  As  s.ou 
as  the  bo't  rnges  up  alueasi  of  the  Hsh.  the  '■Hiiter  calls  out,  Stand 
\jp  Harpoonkr  ;  »»**  (he  other  rower*  continue  pulling  Wht-ti 
the  harp. inner  suppiSes  the  moment  has  arrived, he  giMs  a  purchase  with 
his  foot,  and  darts  the  harpoon  aith  all  his  migbi  under  tlie  \^ha:e'« 
hump,  if  pnssihlH.  as  there  iht"  irons  will  hoM  best,  and  t!ie  secntid  har- 
poon foil  iws  (he  first  as  (jniek  as  niiy  h'.  rv'ow  the  men  stem-all  with 
ail  their  miglit,  to  get  llie  bot-a  clear  of  the  whale.  The  fi-^h  Wih  per- 
\\i\>%  lie  for  a  minnle  [ierle<-tly  siill,  and  will  then  ^Eide  tbrongh  the 
water  with  astonishing  rapidity,  guing  all  the  time  to  uindward.  and 
rising  to  (he  surftce  of  the  wilt-r  each  minute  to  blow.  There  is  in  liio 
stem  of  the  boat  a  wooden   block,  which  is  called  the  loggerhead ;  and 
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at  »nnn  at  (li»  u-liAle  fnkei  to  riiv.iinet  ttin  (urns  of  (lie  lins  arc  taken 
nr'iuiid  thin  lngs;crhea(i,  iin'I  the  l)oul  <  hpn  trnvcln  with  lh«  Knme  velocity 
Hi*  the  whale.  The  onrn  are  alla-puak;  one  mm  is  wcfdna;  the  line, 
xvhiUi  the  ovher*  me  trimminfhoaf.  After  the  fi»h  hug  ran  a  *\\or\. 
lime,  the  oftionr  (wlio  lia«  niw  e;one  to  the  head  of  the  boat,  whiUl  iho 
harpooner  han  come  aft  lu  pleer  it,  and  In  attend  (<»  the  linc»)  order*  the 
men  t)  fnre  mnnd,  nnd  haul  Ii4ie.  The  lioal  m  n<.w  hauled  np  to  the 
uhalo.  and  the  m  <te  takes  hi«  Kliarp  Rpade.  and  dartn  it  ihroiigh  her 
fiukex  (tail),  which  will  inevitably  nriu^-her-too,  or  stop  her  running. 
Whfo  she  slackann  her  pare,  4be  ofHcer  qota  up  his  lance,  attached  to 
Mliicli  it)  a  lont;  warj),  nnd  whi'th  he  bciuU  on  to  the  lino.  The  man  at 
the  bow-oar  faecB  roiiii!),  and  hanl*  tin'  bout  up  to  the  whale,  the 
>ileer*man  laying  the  Iread  off  or  on,  according  as  the  otlicer  motions 
with  his  hand.  He  nmv  handles  his  lauce,  and  pointint;  it  immediately 
nver  or  under  her  shoxilder-hlade  (it  is  here  wherr  her  life  lies),  darta  it 
Mith  all  his  force,  whilst  the  rowers  stern-Hll  to  clear  the  boat  of  tho 
fish.  Agaio  he  is  ro>yt'd  or  hauled  up  to  the  wliale,  and  ugaio  lie  darts 
his  lance,  whiUt  the  boat  sternf-all.  Thi;  uhalo  now  being  sorely 
wounded,  the  officer  will  perhaps  deem  tho  lime  arrived  for  selling  upf»n 
lier.  The  boat  is  then  hauled  up  to  th«  side  of  die  fish,  say  within  two 
yards,  and  the  officer  thrusts  his  lanec  into  her,  and  works  it  backward* 
und  forwnrd*.  for  a  short  time.,  without  drawiug  it  out.  The  whalo 
^>c:rhaps  begins  to  spnut  lltirk  blood,  »nd  they  slacken  line,  onil  stern-all 
to  get  cleiir  of  her.  A  few  minutes  previous  to  her  <lealh.slie  goes  into 
what  is  called  \\or  Jiurry ;  ^h«  <^vill  now  gliile  round  and  round  uncon- 
scious of  her  doiiii^Si  la»h  the  occdn  with  her  flukes  distend  her  pon- 
derous j»ws,  fi;;hl  with  her  head,  spout  up  bL)th  liiihts  and  cosgulaled 
blood,  until  q.iite  exhausted,  she  turns  upon  h»r  side — de^d,  her  head 
always  towani  the  sun. 

A  hole  is  then  cut  through  her  flukes,  and  a  short  warp  inserted, 
v\hi';li  is  ni'ide  fast  to  llio  boat,  and  she  is  towed  to  the  ship.  As  soon 
as  a!oi!g«ide,  the  officers  and  mt-n  put  on  their  oil  clothes,  and  com- 
mence cutfing-in.  T)ie  head  is  tirst  severe<l  from  the  body  by  means 
of  sharp  spodes.  A  h'de  is  then  eut  in  ihe  blubber  of  the  neck,  and  a 
large  iron  hook  inserted,  whieh  is  altaehed  to  that  tackle  before  spoken 
<i(*.  Tha  end  of  the  tackle  falls  are  taken  round  the  windlass,  and 
the  men  commence  heaving;;  whilst  the  oHicers,  on  stages  over  the 
ship's  side,  are  separating,  by  means  of  their  sharp  spades,  the  blubber 
from  the  orcase.  Whilst  the  blubber  is  hi»ve  to  the  main-top 
in  a  continued  piece,  say  4  ft.  wide,  the  fisf)  is  turning  iu  the  water. 
As  soon  as  the  taekle  that  is  conveying  iii-bpard  the  first  piece  of 
hlublier,  becomes  2-blor.ksy  the  piece  is  lowered  down  into  the  main 
hitchway  ;  and  as  it  descends,  it  is  cot  into  smaller  pieee*,  for  more 
conveniei\t  gtowag".  When  all  the  blnbber  is  stripped  from 
off  the  body  of  a  whnle,  the  carcase  sinks.  The  head  is  now  to  be 
disposed  of,  and  wliich  is  said  to  contain  1 -third  as  mueh  oil  as  the 
blubber  of  the  Iiody.  If  it  is  not  too  large,  it  is  hoisted  in  whole  un 
deck,  and  being  split  open,  the  fluid  oil  (called  the  case-matler)  is  baled 
out  into  lubs,  whilst  Ihe  fat  substaiu'e  in  which  it  was  enveloped,  will, 
bv  a  slight  compression  of  the  fingers,  dissolve  principally  itito  fluid 
r.iso.  Having  nbtnined  all  from  ihe  lii^ad  tliat  is  worth  saving,  the  re- 
niaindcr  is  cast  overboard.  Whilst  cndiiig-in  a  whale,  the  light  sails 
of  the  siiip  ure  i'jrled,  and  the  head-siiiU  are  hard  a-back  :  but   the  iu« 
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sUiit  (he  blubber  isin^board,  the  8hi]>  proceeds  on  her  course,  <he  fires 
are  lit,  (he  trying  conimenees,  iiuii  a  min  u^iiin  goes  aloft  tu  louk-out 
for  whales. 

i'he  !i!ii|>  at  (liis  time  p  eseii(s  a  greasy  appearance,  «nd  the  iiant^s, 
in  their  oil-el. ithi's,  lo<!lc  tike  luiy  thing  but  !«:til!)r«.  The  crew  urc  now 
.dispiiged  «'t'  in  the  lollowing  mtiuner.  The  cnoper  is  overhauling  (he 
casks  inteiided  to  contain  the  oil  ;  one  or  two  men  are  in  the  m  lin-haicji- 
way  fblubher-roomj t  cutting,  with  sharp  spades,  (he  blubber  into  small 
piecis,  which  are  then  passed  op  on  deck  for  the  w/'wcer  ;  a  boatsteerer 
and  Ins  assistant  re  engaged  beiort*  the  (r^-uork*.  in  Ii;:;h'ing  the  ti>ps  ; 
and  at  abencli  [horse]  t-l  tse  by  the  windlass,  stands  (be  mincer  ^ml  his 
a«sis(on(.  Thi*  7rt^HtT;•  holds  a  larj;e  and  sharp  knife,  uiih  a  handle  at 
each  end,  and  it  is  hiti  business  lu  slice  eacii  piece  of  bhiliber  that  is 
presented  to  him,  whicdi  is  then  ennve>ed  to  the  try-pal.  When  these 
pieces  of  sliced  blubber  are  sutiioiently  (ryed-oiit,  (hey  are  skimmed 
froni  the  oil,  and  are  called  scraps,  and  serve  (in  lien  of  \vi  od)  \'or  Jvel 
to  try-out  the  remainder  of  the  whale.  As  fust  as  the  oil  is  tr>eil  out, 
it  runs  into  a  copper  strainer-eooler,  and  after  into  an  iron  pot,  from 
whence  it  is  conveyed  into  casks  while  it  is  yet  warm,  and  a  day  or 
two  subsequently,  is  guaged  und  stowed  down  iu  the  liohl. 

Sperm  whales  are  found  of  all  sizos,  and  will  m  ke  from  20  gidlons 
to  120  barrels  of  oil.  They  feed  upon  a  tish  caller,  ;i<^?ua.  and  liav« 
particular  grounds  or  haunts.  By  whalamen,  ihe  male  v^hile  is  caiied 
Sk  BuU ;  the  fern. tie,  a  Co'tj;  and  the  young  ones,  Ca/nes.  The  Bull 
gperm  whale,  is  allowed  to  make  mnoh  niore  oil  th  -.n  the  Cow;  bul  imon^r 
right  whales,  the  Cow  is  said  to  tsttord  the  greatest  qannli'y.  A  spe  tu 
whale,  when  dead,  will  generally  ilont  like  a  cnrk,  Ijut  l!»e  other  h|)efie8 
of  whales,  especially  on  soundings,  will  often  sink,  bperm  wbalei.  ur© 
geidoin  found  on  soundings,  the  others,  frequently. 

Allh'tugh  1  liave  described  (lie  death  of  a  whale  thil  ro«- after  being 
siriu'k,  slill  they  do  npt  hbvays  do  this.  Sometimes  ihe  whale  is  killed 
outright,  when  the  Ijurpoons  are  fiijt  darted  iu(o  her;  at  other  timps, 
without  fi-^hting  or  even  8lr^lg'^ling.  she  will  lie  and  be  lanced,  and  diej 
again,  when  struck,  she  will  sound,  or  deseend  (o  great  depths  under 
water,  at  which  tune  the  line  flies  out  of  the  boat  wiili  ihe  rapidiiy  of 
Jigbtning,  the  friction,  if  the  line  is  not  wet,  freqfiently  selling  on 
(ire  the  loggerhead.  Whales  have  been  known  to  descend  Jo  such 
depths,  lh»(,  alllji>i:gh  the  lines  of  3  boats,  making  900  fathoms,  were 
bent  on  to  them,  they  ha\e  carried  (hf;m  all  «lown.  homelimes  a  uh:do 
will  fight  to  such  a  <legree,  that  it  is  iinposnilde  to  huul  the  boat  up  to 
get  a  lame  at  her ;  at  other  limes,  when  struck,  she  «ill  come  with 
jaws  extended  for  the  boal,  and  in  a  minnle  crush  it  into  pieces :  mid 
again,  will  nnperceived.rise  to  the  surfjce  iminediiilely  under  iheboat-s 
keel,  and,  uilh  one  dash  of  her  ilukes,  send  boat  and  men  into  tjje  airj 
others  will  actwilhso  much  cunning,  that  when  yon  have  /'astened  to 
them  with  your  irons,  they  will  not  permit  yon  to  come  neir  i  ||.Il!^h  lo 
lance  ihetfi.  and  after  fwlloWing  iheir  circuitous  course  ior  h.,iirs,  yoo 
are  at  length  compelled  lo  cut  the  line,  bid  adieu  to  your  lurpoons  and 
the  whale,  and  return  to  (he  ship  lired.  wel.  and  (fisbearlened.  The 
clianees  of  securing  a  whale  even  after  she  is  struck,  are  many:  the 
harpoons  ysay  break  ;  (hey  may  draw  ;  (he  line  luai/  part  ;  the  boat  wai/ 
get  sitvve:  the  wlinle  ?na7/  not  eaiisent  to  be  killed,  c^ic.  &,e. 

The  lines  used  in  wh'ile-shijis  have  generally  a  or  1C»  yarns  in  a 
j»trand,  nod  each  y^rO;  ?t  is  calculated,  will  suppast  loo  lbs,  weight. 
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AVIifilr*  aro  eirlipr  scM'n  in  t«Ijoa!«,  or  singly.  A  l.ine  wh'*!'*  is  ^cn^- 
rally  'i  l^nll.  inni  vciv  I  ii  ^c  Sdnie  diKiitncp  ii-lifid  or  i-slcrn  <<'  a 
shoul.  one  or  {wu  v»liak's  \>ill  l)i«  sceii  Hp  •dlioj; :  uii'1  »«  iln'se  nre 
Ufiovvn  lo  lie  /;/;«■  fcllim-s.  ilie  Ijimis  ^cnerjlly  iir  k'*  A\<'V  ili-'in  liut 
jfn'ino  of  lIicHt*  o/(/  suUliers^  hkiIu'v  a:e  r«ll«!(t  jtre  .ili*  •rv«'(l.  i  len  ilie 
Uoni,  it*  'he  ui)\les  ii-f  $»  iui;  »l  iv» ,  in  e-irrii-rl  up  tnilie  l.^rj^fgr  ;iin 'nij 
rliein,  wliois  kni»\\n  liy  llio  •ii/.c  -r  lii*  lium[».  If  lljr'-i'  or  uioie  lio  tit 
III!  in  porsiiit,  lUid  l!ii.>  wIi.iIks  hlm  wril.  i-tt' li  linil  will  fallen  tiiMi 
probably  kill  iln  l'!^!i.  Smnfiiiin'S  vviifii  u  l»-i|  tjeu  <i|i  in  n  shnil 
ami  iilrikes,  (he  re^l  of  lin-  >lM!es  will  j^fi  iliwu,  nr  inkc  nflT  ^^i^^l 
llie  qreafi'Ht  «|)((!l  ;  hi  4)!|ier  <iin<*s  llit-y  will  hriiii>-too  imni'diile- 
Iv  about  liie  l)i»nl,  j^iviii:^  llie  <»liti  it,  if  lii»  i*  hkilfil,  lO  ii{i|)iirlii<iily  of 
cominillin^  ;;'>()(|Ij  liiivuck.  —  Lii^iil  vvlmles  h4v»f  bc'en  killed  in  itiis  uay 
bv   "IIP   boat. 

In  ibe  Pufiti*' ocean,  ill  rjpfir  wpallicr  and  un  unnini'-d  t^eii.  »  \\  bile's 
snnut  can  be  (lisci>rn(>d  0  nulcf^  Troui  ill*  t^liip  ;  und  »<  lliniit'  mi  llm 
]i>nk-oiit,  stand  ij|)ihi  the  tup  i^dllniu  ciots  iret'«,  flipy.  fi lun  tbii»  '-mi- 
nenne.  by  ineifly  liiiiiiiii^  iheir  bmly.  htivi»  a  siirCu'e  uf  \\n\tr  of  up- 
wf^rds  of  31)  miles  in  circiiniiVrence,  vviihin  tli.-ir  vinioti.  (Inis  uiri/y 
»ito»fed.  v«hil<»l  liie  ^Itip  is  cb'sving  (he  l>riny,  liHckl -ts,  silmi  d  ep, 
llip  men  spend  ili<'iiw.i7i//°f/  welches  in  m-ikiiu  [nt  lln'uelkiit  Imi]  llio 
rig^iMs»  rin!»  wilb  *oni»s  oJ'  love  and  v^  htiles.  In  ihis  b  ppy  niood.  ih»?ir 
ideas  will  oflen  reverl  !o  IVienilfi.  lo  s^veelbenrU.  and  id  tti\es  lill, 
wrapl  in  pieij^inj;  f  •!  ;j;t'ifiilness,  lliey  I'xik  down  wiili  sovre/gn  con- 
tempt upon  nil  ticck-lihe  (liin!»s.  when  lo  !  (be  »re  sy  irv-pols  meet 
their  view  —  -.(dmonislinig  t  licm  ibey  still  iir**  liluhh^r  liiintfrs  I 

Whales  iire  not  iilvviiys  iliseovered  iiy  ihi'ir  blowing,  ili  y  are  ft  e- 
queiilly  seen  brciicluni;;  ;it  the  disi»iiiee  uf  ^evn  tireia^iit  mil  •»  from  the 
vessel.  A  Breach,  is  wiien  a  wlifvle  liiruws  its  body  roni,»lelely  onl  of 
wa<e>',  making  a  piodi^ioiis  spLsbiiii; ;  Hiid  the  siz-*  of  liie  breach,  de- 
iprmines  the  stiecifs  of  wb.ile.  t'lie  lire.ieU  of  a  sjirnn  whale  is  mneb 
lai'gi'i"  ^'''^'1  tliat  ol'a  lionib  back,  or  Gi»l):utk. 

linntp  bick  w!\ales,  wh  n  struck,  neupriill^  take  Jo  runniog:  and  al- 
iboiis^h  there  is  uot  (bat  danger  (o  be  ajiitnbiMi.-led  from  one  of  lliei»e, 
:»s  from  H  sjierm  whale,  it  reijtii  is  ii;rc>i!  ^ki!l  to  wtop  ibcir  progress, 
und  to  kill  theut.  A  boat  is  nJ'itMi  piddled  on  in  these  whales,  in  pu- 
lorence  (n  beini;  fowi'd.  llifV  aie  so  very  s!iy. 

Fin  bsL'k*  are  seldom  liken  :  for  wh>-n  h  .rfuxmed.  (lies  i^lide  through 
<liL'  wnler  with  siu-h  am  .zing  swirincss,  that  it  i<i  but  seldom  a  boat  cup 
be  hauled  up  to  I  hem. 

fi>s(hl  whak'S  ;ire  saii!  lo  belbemosl  d'uigeroiis  to  kill,  of  any  of  ihe 
species.  The  writer  of  ibese  j>r><:; '>.  hn-j  lii'cn  ai  the  killin:;  of  ib'se  in 
the  Chili -n  Unys,  and  on  Ihe  False  fJinks,  oif  the  co.isl  of  l<a  I'l  iia, 
and  for  bis  own  p-rf,  :'9  it  r»'S|iicts  liie  dall^er,  would  much  rather 
be  at  the  ullack  ii^  of  I  wo  ri^ht  w'ha!e»,  liian  one  sperm,  lii-bi  whales, 
80  »(ton  rtstliev  «ip  )ni  blood,  gciieraily  HCt  as  if  tiiey  wt're  iineoiiscioti$ 
of  any  ihing,  and  iiti'inl  every  chance  lo  the  liiicer  to  pii  k  (heir  life. 
Sp^^rm  whales  "ifldom  do  liiis;  (bey  will  often  lii;bt  an  I  plnll^e  ami 
run  as  mueli  after  they  spout  hlooil,  as  before.  V-'bivles  fie<jner.ilY  live 
two  hours  after  they  fIr^t  eomnii'iico  sp-.nnsig  liiin  blood,  and  soinelimes 
fir  hali'-»n-bour  alier  they  have  dune  blowing  allogeiber,  lu  appear- 
an-e  at  least. 

It  roijuires  a  person  of  no  ordinary  nerve  lo  r.ui^e  np  aloni^side  of  a 
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whale  af(er  she  has  hepn  struck; — fo  hear  the  de  fenirg  roar  of  hci' 
spoiiliii^,  mure  s'uiini';;  tli  »  the  blusl  uf  tfi  stei>iu  ii  giriirs — to  see 
her  lash  ih?  hillo  s  w  r  h  lur  i«il  Oivpiiig  hi^ih  nn'ii  ami  tj.at  with  (he 
hlnridy  *(>ray-— "|J<'  lier  temendous  j  v<  s,  titni  »  rilhi*  «' (1  twist  and  lura 
id  I'xcinc!.*' Ji!^  mi»<  r>.  WJien  vh.le  b- ntw  are  in  tha».e,  Ihe  officers 
will  I'fien  strike  '  fa{/',  f"  rciieh  ilie  he.rt  of  iis  mother.  When  a  calf  19 
struek,  the  eow  will  enniiniie  lo  f'oiliw  il  ;  yt';i.  if  |;ierce(l  with  Cfly 
liinee  mihiikIs  nni!  blt'e(!iiit;.'il  evt-r_>  pore,  sbe  will  ai-ciimttuH)  her  little 
one,  >nrl  <.p'(iil  by  i'*  si(ie.  till  f  in;  with  loss  «if  IjIooiI  h^iI  r-goay  iosup- 
porlable.  she  sm  reiKicrs  i-p  her  life  j.f  tbe  sKriiie  of  allVcliou.  A  wo- 
miin  (Irt  s  not  iVel  more  aeuie  aiii^iiisii  for  her  sick  ami  IVbiJ  infuiit — 
more  !flreetioi)  for  I  lie  (en  k-r  urid  lie!pie«s  titl'priiig  nf  htr  own  body  — 
than  d"es  ihis  mons'er  (,f  the  deep,  'jelep'da  v*liul»',  f(;r  it>.  own  y<  lir'g. 

The  price  of  speru)  oil,  rtt  present,  is  b^  t  45  cents  per  gitljon.  When 
(he  expenee  of  fitriii:.'  «  ubnie  ship  tiU!  for  3  years  is  Ci>D.'»i(lered  ;  (ha 
manv  thnusatid  miies  ff  oce;.n  she  m»»t  tn  verse  lo  conjplete  her  eargo ; 
the  jens^th  rif  limc,  in  thtse  xt.vts^e"..  in  wliieh  the  erews  have  nothing 
to  look  upon  but  sky  iuul  w.ter;  the  flansers  iliev  are  exposed  (0  from 
the  scurvy, 'md  in  their  ere-unicrs  wiih  (he  uh;sles  —  irotn  h>atandcohl 
and  u'i»d  and  rain  ;  then  their  tedious  ftepi*rHiion  from  their  country, 
their  homes  and  tlieir  fiiend*.;  ii  is  U"\  loo  niui  h  to  ntserl.  that,  uero 
(he  price  of  oil  three  iiines  v»hat  it  is,  it  uould  sctrcdy  compensate  fop 
the  peril  andaoxiely  io  obuiunii;  il. — A  ichaieman  truly  earns  his  bread 
hy  the  svv«at  c/  hii  bruic  ! 


The  following^  description  of  the  most  enlerprising- and  hszardoos  part  of  (he 
business  of  WHALING,  was  origiiiaiiy  wiiilen  by  llie  Aiittior  for  tbe  ^an- 
tiickel  Inquirer.  Allboup^h  (be  Inng-ii-.j^i  is  sorncHliat  lecbnica),it  may  9eive 
to  shew  rtith  what  intenseness  of  1(  cling  tlie  ofijcers  of  a  boat  ren-ard  tlie 
whales  while  in  pursuit  Tbe  Un»iiafje  wdicli  is  aUributed  to  tbe  person' 
commanding-  a  boat,  will  be  fuund.  with  slig-jit  variation  to  be  literally  that 
of  tbe  g-realer  number  of  the  u  bale  officers  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  man   at  (he  mast-he;»d    u|)on   (he  lor.k-ou(,  haritiej  disccvere«f 
w'IihIps,  vneilVrates  wiih  nil  his  iniijht.  '"-Thekk  she  Blows!"     The 
captain  iminediHlely  exc!   im*  — "  \^  here  tt\vii\  ?"   and  "  How  i«r  off?'* 
NVhen  beiii^  answered  '.s  to  their  bein;;  (o  windwiird,   (o  leeward,  riclit 
atie^id,  or  astern,  lie  !i;nHs  al   ft  himseif  to  determine  that  I  bey  are  sperm 
whale's,  and  «hich  way  bound       We   will    suppose  t!i;U  tiiey   are  three 
poitits    off  (be    liirboHr<l  [)ov\.  dislitiit  Hboiit  4  miles,  and   liendin"  alon'^ 
the  same  course  as  (he  ship.     ISow    the  captain  ciies.  "  Keep  her  ofl" 
two   points  ;-'  which  l>eitisj  «l"ne,  •'  Ste»idy — Mef»<!y  jss  she  goes,"  is  his 
next  order.    "  The  weather  tirdces  a  smnli  pull."     '•  I^ouse  top-<'a!lai)t- 
sails,  bear-H-hand."     Scarcely  a  m.  n  is  to  he  found  un  deck  after  (he«e 
orders  a'e  fxevutcd, except  the  helmsmiin;  a!!  are  en-iierly  junipin"  aloft 
to  crttcii  si?;ht  of  the  wlivle-  prpvi(H)'>  lo  their  q;oif(£;  down^  and  hope  and 
fear  are  alternulely  expressed  i:t  the  i'in-f^^  i.f  each,  a»  the  fish   are  seen 
(0  jjlide    tliroii^b  tbe  water  rapidly,   and  in  a  straii^ht  course,  or  occa- 
sionally (o  play  up'in  ibc   surt>iee — to  lohtail   it,  is  tlie  technical  term. 
The  ship  Hearing  (be  whb's.  tlie  iiex(  order  is.  "See  (he    lines   in  (he 
\»8ata  !"     ««  Swing  the  cranes!"     Tke  nfler-oarsman  rjow  fills  his  boat 


(  «'o  ; 

fcp^  Willi  wnlT,  p'ii<  some  bread  firulpr  (lie  •dern  shceln,  nnd  ffees  that 
a  Ijuckot  !«  ill  lliH  l)oat.  NV  f  will  iirin'.,'ini'  llxit  lli**  wlinlc!*  hrc  now 
iuuiiiiini:,  mill  Ihttt  lliv  ciptalii.  Ii>ivtii<^  run  ilouii  wiili  tlu  .stii|)  ns  nenr 
«•«  III'  lliink-*  ii(ivisiil)le,  liu**  orUirefl  iIk-  inuin-(np<«r\il  to  i)i'  hiu-kod.  All 
)iaiM!<4iire  nuu  <i(riiiiiin|j;  llicir  optirs  l<i  iliscnvcr  (lie  whul'n  when  ll»ey 
tirsi  l)l(iw.  'liny  m-  nl  Irli^lh  set-n  n  hIidtI  distniuo  I'rom  ihc  st/ip. 
'*  Stdi'd  ■/>!/  the  bonis,  lilt  re,"  ciip«  tlie  CH])liiin,  nnd  cncli  niaii,  knowing 
hi«»  «i  U  ki,  i»  roiiiiil  III  liis  r<'s|n'clivp  Imut,  t'.,gor  I'lr  tlio  cliune.  "  J^otc^ 
CI  auuf/^^ — lite  bouts  ni'  |)rfci|iitHli'il  into  the  wnlcr,  and  tlie  crtwn  aro 
at  iln'ir  n»rs  in  r  t^^inklin^.  Al'ii^r  jiushin^  Ironi  Ihe  uliip,  it  lakcB 
stnie  2  or  3  iiiii  uli-8  fur  \\tv  hnr|iii«iiuT  l<i  itijii'i  Iish  ripft,l!e  rlii  n  scbis 
Lini  un  iii<  thwatt,  and  t<ik)'<i  bin  oai.  Now  the  inier-r  \y\o  lirade  the 
bo;\t,  jspenks,  '•  Line  y<inr  o  jr«*.  huts,  nnd  poll  ulieAil — (h  Inptie  of  two 
or  liiief  miiinl.JH)— pull  aluail,  I  ii-ll  joii,  uhj  dnn't  }e— OK,row  they 
lay,  htadti  aud  poinlti.  look  at  Vnn-^piill  nheHil,  ]  1<I1  ye— 't-ng  uimI 
Klrnns;,  head  boat.  I  nay — (an  intci  vul  «;f  about  60  sirc.nds) — cv  ry  man 
do  lis  b.-^l — lay  Imek,  1  tell  ye.  [Jiervtli/]  —  why  don  I  ye  spring — don't 
let  llul  hohl  1  iiss  ye  [aisjnihd'ingly]  —  hjiliif^.  i  loll  ye  [uhl/iorHolicely) 
there.  lh«re  thoy  be,  mnnd  and  round  with  'cm,  for  ^.rod-M  ».Hkf  pull 
uhi'hti  [iutrvat ill ^/i^]  —  (lapse  of  a  ffw  seeonds) — tveiy  thing — every 
thing  Tve  got  in  my  thest  I'll  give  je,  do  spring  hojs.  Ut's  go  on  firHt. 
TSow  then,  bi!ck  to  the  thwerto,  give  her  the  loneh  :  1  feel  \e  (ttiioU' 
rni^iug/i/) — five  sean  eft',  but  live  xeas  i.H',  spring  !—3-oar  side  best  ;  puii 
ail.  pu//  i\ery  soul  of  von  [bvisierovsiii]  —  I'll  give  >«ii  nit  my  lubarco, 
every  iliing  I've  gel — li  ok  at  l;«r,0,  wbi't  »  l.ump,niid  sb  w  as  night— 
OQii'i  ton  loitk  round  [paa^iohalfly] —  I  tell  you  she  Oon'l  blow,  she  only 
w  ii  H's  il  oiil  —  at  the  end  ai  y '  iii  tliwar);).  pull,  ui>d  \\^'i\  be  on  this 
rising — she's  an  SO-biirrel  wb«le  :  iheie  ".he  Oiill*;  by  jingo  hhe'l 
fu'uding  lo  leewaMi  :  *i  I.  rije  IVIIiw  scparaie  Irt-tTi  the  school  (s/iuai)  — 
why  ihe  harry  don't  yon  pull— new  do  boys,  go  y(Uf  b»»8l.  won't  you 
[soot hill ii I j]  —  I  tell  yui  we  arejow  on  t.>  her  I  (Uie  iniuute  moP'  !  Halt* 
fl  niioole  ! — O.boys.  ifxiu  w^nt  to  se*  youi  sweell.eartH,    if   you    want 

lo  see  Naniiirkei   [teilh  emotion],  pilll   nhcai: — spring    b 1    ye,    that 

Nvhrtle  will  ghorlen  I'Oi  vcjaire  six  n.i  tilhs— 1  till  yon  we  gain  her  fast 
—  uow'-  the  linic  — mill-  *li!l — beading  to  leewhnl— slap  on  to  her  in  a 
moni^-nt  —  hui  jmoner  ^li^n('  by  —  all  n>y  lobeecii — all  my  dollies — every 
thi'ig  that  J  piissess-  ;n///"-()     what    a    whale    {softly] — I've  hove  my 

Koiil  onl  —  harpoopn. harpixiiei harpooner   *  *  *  * — i.ne   minute 

njnrp  lay  br.ek  ;  spring  half  n  miruU'  more;  all  uiy  tobacco,  a  double 
fchure  of  gr"i»  —  wr  arc  in  her  jto/.r — [nhiipets)  nuke  no  noiue  with 
your  oars STAi\ D  U P  liHRtOONHi^\)\i\\  the  reii — 

GlVK     IT     H'iR    Si)1,:D  ! 

•****»*  Sjtrn,  stern  I  tell  ye  (/o«f%)  — slerri'all,  stern  like  the 
devil  — stern,  and  gcj  elenr  (,f  .he  whale — haipooner  eome  aft. — wet  the 
line  there,  yon  '::»d  oarsman,  we  are  fa^l — there  shu'b  uji.  there  she 
Bfionts,  now  b:uil  me  un — -ti  rn,  sicin  I  tell  ye — lay  to  leewurd  of  the 
wJiale — that's  n  gcod  one  [straiiilitfvs  his  lance]  —  lay  the   head    of  the 

heal  ofT     I've  bon'd  ruy  lanee  d n  her — give  me  a  chance,  wpu'I  ye; 

do  haul  me  on,  will  ye — there's  the  i  lag,  Hhc  tijjuut's  blood — slern,  I 
tell  ye  lie  — give  ns  a  set  ii|Min  her — thick  as  tar,  there  slie  clolters— 
slern,  she's  g'ing  in  Vpt  Jlvrrij — stern  all — there.  !?he*s  fin  np  :  pass  the 
upade  forward,  lets  hanl  uir  tw  !icr,  get  hr>rnees  on,  and  tow  her  alfiog.- 
side.^' 


